	2. What do we want to learn?

What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?
· Function
What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?

An inquiry into:

· what is a family (similarities and differences).
· how families help us grow and learn.

· how families work and play together.
What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?
1. What is a family? (Form)

2. How are families similar and different? (Perspective)
3. How do our families help us grow and learn? (ex. nutrition, exercise, education, hygiene, sleep/rest) (Function) 
4. How do our families work and play together? (ex. careers, sports, holidays, recreational activities) (Connection)


	


	Class/Grade:  Reception      
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School:  Al Jazeera Academy                 School Code: 500464
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	1. What is our purpose?

To inquire into the following:

• Transdisciplinary Theme:  Who We Are: An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, communities, and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human.
• Focus:  Social Studies; Language; PSE
• Central Idea:  Families can help us grow, learn, and discover who we are.
Summative Assessment Task(s):

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for? 
The student will create a class book representing his/her family members.
Each students page must have the following:

· Family portrait

· Picture of family helping them grow/learn

· Picture of family working/playing together

· Picture of Learner Profile

The student will assess his/her learning using a rubric (self-assessment).

The class book will be shared with other classrooms.



	


4. How best might we learn?

What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?

The student will practice writing his/her name; create a boy/girl chart; discuss family photos and make connections to other students’; discuss family questions; express and role-play with family puppets; identify names on flash cards and word wall; create a personal Family Book; read, write and discuss Family/Baby Book; pair with student and discuss similarities and differences; play concentration with family words; write simple sentences using “mom” “dad” or “me”; identify artefacts from “family table”; paint family and self-portraits. 
What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?

Caring: The student will discuss ways to be kind and helpful to family members and friends. 

Communicators: The student will listen to family members and friends, share his/her thoughts, and help family members and friends when needed.
Cooperation: The student will work together and be helpful to family members and with friends in the classroom.
Respect: The student will be polite, kind, and caring towards feelings of others.
Social Skills: The student will respect others by listening and making fair choices, work cooperatively in groups, and adapt to many roles in a classroom or at home.
Communication Skills: The student will listen to directions and information, speak clearly while expressing ideas, and recognize non-verbal communication with family members or friends in the classroom.

	3. How might we know what we have learned?
What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills? What evidence will we look for? 
Frontloading: We will introduce function through exploratory tables; read alouds; artefacts from home related to our families; KWHL chart; teachers’ questions posted; photos of families; various resources and books placed in reading corner about families; vocabulary posted on Word Wall. 
What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry? What evidence will we look for? 
The student will be assessed through their ability to enter group discussions, ask questions, respond to questions, express their opinions, presentations, reflections, and work in groups.  For all activities and assessments, anecdotal records of students’ questions and statements, behaviours, skills and action will be documented.

The student will have the opportunity to:
· create a family portrait.
· identify family members.
· describe how his/her family works together.
· match vocabulary to family photos.
· listen to friends share stories/facts about families.
· make an accurate depiction of own family.
· orally describe personal characteristics.
· make comparisons between self and others.
· provide input about family traditions during class discussions.
· list enjoyment of family customs.


	5. What resources need to be gathered?

What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?

All About Me – Dellosa Publishing Company, Inc.; The Complete Resource Book – Pam Schiller and Kay Hastings; various Literature books from the Library about families; The Giant Encyclopaedia by Kathy Charmer; Family Responsibilities by Debbie Gallagher; Family Celebrations by Debbie Gallagher; Eat Well by Angela Royston; The Best Nest by P.D. Eastman; Let’s Go Home Little Bear by Martin Waddill; parents will be invited to share their children’s family stories; www.go4dnglish.com; www.spaklebox.com; www.starfall.com; www.readinga-z.com. 


How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry?

Classrooms will display self-portraits and family portraits; parents will be invited to paint/draw with their children during an art activity; family puppets in drama centre; role-play materials (ex. food and kitchen utensils, etc.) in drama centre; Junior Topics posters displayed (Ashton Scholastic Pty Ltd.)






	 Reflecting the inquiry

6. To what extent did we achieve our purpose?

Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.

The students were able to understand the central idea through the many discussions, activities, and reflections. The students enjoyed learning about their families (ex. how families help us learn and grow, or how we work and play together) and how their families have an impact on who they are. They asked many questions related to the central idea. The students showed respect to others family cultures’ and traditions and were excited to know more about one another’s similarities and differences. They also communicated through their conversations and drawings “respect and caring” within their families. The unit also gave the teachers the opportunity to communicate and socialize with students families and become more connected to their students. 

How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.

We felt the assessment tasks gave us an accurate picture of the students understanding throughout the unit. The students were able to draw pictures of their families and then communicate what was going on in the pictures; reflect how they socialize with their family; identify similarities and differences amongst families; and share their enthusiasm about their family members to others. However, next year we would like the students to create pages for their books during the unit, and not all the pages at the end of the unit. 
What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary theme? 

The students made connections between the central idea and the theme about human relationships including families, friends, communities, and cultures throughout the duration of the inquiry. Various learning opportunities in the unit, what a family is, how are families similar and different, how do families help us grow and learn, and how our families work and play together helped the students to reflect on the assessment tasks. The students understood that they all have responsibilities at home and at school, and that we should care about our families, our friends at school and our school environment.
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	7. To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?
What were the learning experiences that enabled students to: 
· develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn”?  
Function: The students understood that a family has a role in who we are and that they have an active part as a member of their family.
· demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?
Social Skills: The students were able to take on and complete tasks in a timely manner; listen to others while they were talking in groups and/or presenting work; take turns to share ideas, toys, books, and the teacher’s attention; and worked cooperatively in the dramatic area while re-enacting family situations.
Communication Skills: The students were able to present their summative assessments to each other; express themselves confidently and creatively; and some students began developing their communication skills with prompts.
· develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?
Caring: The students were able to discuss ways to be kind and helpful to family members and friends; be helpful to our special needs students in the classroom. 

Communicators: The students were able to listen to family members and friends, share his/her thoughts during group activities, and help family members and friends when needed.

Cooperation: The students were able to work together and be helpful to family members and with friends in the classroom; share materials and resources.
Respect: The students were able to be polite, kind, and caring towards feelings of others and while sharing books, resources, and/or materials.




	9. Teacher notes
Maths: The students applied their Data Handling, and Numbers skills

while creating graphs and charts about family’s traditions and culture; ranked favourite things in families; favourite activities; creating patterns of artefacts;   counting how many people in our family; and identifying various numbers.

Art: The students applied the concept of “function” by discussing different characteristics of artists and what they are famous for (ex. using water colour; painting landscapes only, etc.); drawing self-portraits and family members; and discussing favourite colours and why.

Music: The students applied the concept of “function” through listening to traditional music and identifying various instruments; celebrating music from one’s own country and discussing it with classmates; identifying famous Arabic musicians and discussing what makes them unique; and celebrating music and why we listen to music. 

PE: The students applied the concept of “function” through songs about body parts; playing a variety of famous children’s games from around the world; discussing the importance of health related sports/games within a family; and making a connection with a home family and a school family to a PE family (ex. waiting together, respecting each other and realizing that each member has a responsibility to do.)
Library: The students read a variety of books from the Library about families; students discussed the “function” of using a Library; and the traditions of Libraries over the years.

IT: The students used the computers to draw self-portraits and family portraits using various drawing programs.
Relevant: The concept of “function” as well as discussing who we are was effectively conveyed throughout the unit. Students enjoyed learning about themselves and their family’s traditions and cultures.  They also enjoyed discussing how all families are similar but we can also learn from the differences. 

Significant: The unit was significant for our students because it gave them opportunities to see similarities and differences amongst themselves. They learned about others family’s traditions/celebrations and how to be caring and appreciative of others. Students were very enthusiastic when sharing their learning with their classmates, and quite excited when similarities were discovered.

Engaging: The students were engaged throughout the unit by talking about themselves and their family and working with their art projects in class.  They were also very enthusiastic and excited when they were researching for similarities and differences. The students were engaged as they collected data about where they and other family members lived. 

Challenging:  We felt this unit was enjoyed by all and introducing it in the beginning of the year gives students an opportunity to learn about one another and build a sense of community day one!







8. What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning. 


Many students asked questions about each others’ lives. For example “Do you live in a house or an apartment?”


The students tallied results and learnt about each other by discussing questions and graphing the data.


Many students needed question prompting and modelling.








What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.





The students began to solve their own problems.





The students were caring towards each other whilst working and playing together.





The students are beginning to understand communicating, being caring and respectful to family members and friends.
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