	2. What do we want to learn?

What are the key concepts (form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, responsibility, reflection) to be emphasized within this inquiry?
· Form
· Connection
What lines of inquiry will define the scope of the inquiry into the central idea?

An inquiry into:

· who we are.
· similarities and differences.

· how we share our needs, interests and feelings in our community.
What teacher questions/provocations will drive these inquiries?
1. Who are we? (Form)
2. How are we similar and different? (Function)

3. How can we share our interests with others? (Connection)

4. What are some ways we can be caring towards others’ feelings? (Perspective)
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	1. What is our purpose?

To inquire into the following:

• Transdisciplinary Theme:  Who We Are: An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, communities, and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human.
• Focus:  Social Studies; Language; PSE
• Central Idea:  We all have individual needs, interests, and feelings that we can share in our community.
Summative Assessment Task(s):

What are the possible ways of assessing students’ understanding of the central idea? What evidence, including student-initiated actions, will we look for? 
The student will create a personal ME book about themselves. The student will also reflect on their knowledge, learner profile, and attitudes through a self-assessment.
The book must have:

· A title page

· 5-8 pages of personal information

· self-assessment on the LP or Attitudes

Pages can be:

· Self-portrait

· Family portrait

· Favourite food

· Favourite activity

· Favourite toy

· Feelings – “I am happy when I ____________”




	


4. How best might we learn?

What are the learning experiences suggested by the teacher and/or students to encourage the students to engage with the inquiries and address the driving questions?
The student will draw a self portrait and a family portrait; be able to discuss favourite activities, food, colours and animals; draw family in the house; create a puzzle portrait; match body parts to self; list how to be a caring friend; play Simon Says; sing songs (Let’s Go See Our Grandparents; Three in the Family; Different Friends; I Love Mommy; Who are the People in Your Family; The More We Get Together; etc.); introduce rhymes (Ten Little Fingers; 5 Happy Children; etc.); graph hair color/uniforms/shoes/gender; express feelings during role playing with puppets; create a mobile of friends and their traits; create a personal story to share in the Library.

What opportunities will occur for transdisciplinary skills development and for the development of the attributes of the learner profile?
Caring: The student will be able to be kind and polite to others, listen to others ideas and thoughts, and think of others feelings.
Communicators: The student will be able to express feelings, communicate verbal and nonverbal thoughts, and listen to directions, to information, and to others.
Cooperation: The student will be able to take turns, share materials and equipment, and be kind while working together in groups.
Enthusiasm: The student will be able to participate in activities, engage in play, and be excited about learning and sharing.
Communication Skills: The student will be able to listen to friends and teachers, and recognize verbal and non-verbal communication (kinaesthetic and visual).
Social Skills: The student will be able to work cooperatively in groups while being courteous and fair, and identify group roles by being a leader at times or a follower at times.

	3. How might we know what we have learned?
What are the possible ways of assessing students’ prior knowledge and skills? What evidence will we look for? 
Frontloading: We will introduce form and connection through exploratory tables; read alouds; artefacts from home related to who we are; KWHL chart; teachers’ questions posted; photos of children; various resources and books placed in reading corner about who we are; Word Walls will be created with vocabulary, student’s name and sight words. 
What are the possible ways of assessing student learning in the context of the lines of inquiry? What evidence will we look for? 
The student will be assessed through their ability to enter group discussions, ask questions, respond to questions, express their opinions, presentations, reflections, and work in groups.  For all activities and assessments, anecdotal records of students’ questions and statements, behaviours, skills and action will be documented.

The student will have the opportunity to:
· illustrate a self-portrait.
· identify friends’ names.
· create a family portrait.
· identify family members.
· listen to friends share stories/facts about themselves.
· orally describe personal characteristics.
· make comparisons between self and others.
· match vocabulary to photos of feelings.
· create bar graphs of students’ interests.


	5. What resources need to be gathered?

What people, places, audio-visual materials, related literature, music, art, computer software, etc, will be available?
Me-Maker (ICT link) Songs: Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes; I’ve Got a Body, Hokey Pokey; Digital Camera; Mirrors-Pass the Smile; ‘I’m Like You, You’re Like Me’ by Cindy Gather; Quick as a Cricket by Audrey Wood; library resource books.

How will the classroom environment, local environment, and/or the community be used to facilitate the inquiry?

The classroom will have self-portraits and various pictures students created through art activities displayed; students will be able to access resources independently in the reading corner; photos and favourite items from home displayed in the exploratory table; parents will be invited to share stories about their children.




	Reflecting on the inquiry.

6. To what extent did we achieve our purpose?

Assess the outcome of the inquiry by providing evidence of students’ understanding of the central idea. The reflections of all teachers involved in the planning and teaching of the inquiry should be included.
We felt the students were able to discuss and understand the central ideas of individual needs, interests, and feelings during circle time, discussions, and activities. The students were able to recognised names and photos of students, describe what they look like, compare and contrast characteristics of others in the classroom, use language such as “I like, I don’t like.” in different contexts and begin to make new friends.
How you could improve on the assessment task(s) so that you would have a more accurate picture of each student’s understanding of the central idea.
We felt the assessment tasks gave us an accurate picture of the students understanding throughout the unit. The students were able to draw pictures of themselves and then communicate what was going on in the pictures; reflect how they socialize with friends; identify similarities and differences amongst friends; and share their enthusiasm about their interests to others. 
What was the evidence that connections were made between the central idea and the transdisciplinary theme? 

The students were able to make connections of the central idea and the theme of Who We Are through human relationships including families, friends and the community. The students were able to talk about themselves, describe their family and explain their position within the family.  They were able to be kind and caring towards each other; recognise their own and the feelings of others; share interests and select resources independently; and compare foods we like during snack time and lunch.
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7. To what extent did we include the elements of the PYP?

What were the learning experiences that enabled students to: 
· develop an understanding of the concepts identified in “What do we want to learn”?  
Form: The student was able to identify what it is like to have interests, feelings, and share needs with others.
Connection: The student was able to make connections with others through their interests and feelings, and sharing their favourite toys/photos from home.
· demonstrate the learning and application of particular transdisciplinary skills?
Communication Skills: The student was able to listen to friends and teachers during circle time and group discussions; recognize verbal and non-verbal communication; and read/write stories about friends and family members.

Social Skills: The student was able to work cooperatively in groups while being courteous and fair, identify group roles during small and large group activities; share materials during art activities; and listen to others’ share their interests.
· develop particular attributes of the learner profile and/or attitudes?
Caring: The student was able to be kind and polite to others, listen to others ideas and thoughts during circle time or group discussions, and think of others feelings while playing or sharing materials.
Communicators: The student was able to express feelings, communicate verbal and nonverbal thoughts, listen to directions, to new information, and to friends sharing their interests or feelings.
Cooperation: The student was able to take turns, share materials and equipment, and be kind while working together in small or large groups.
Enthusiasm: The student was able to participate in activities, engage in play, and be excited about learning about friends’ interests and sharing toys from home.




	9. Teacher notes

Maths: Data Handling: The student was able to graph eye colours; favourite colour; boys and girls; family members; shoes; favourite foods; Venn Diagram with artefacts from home. Pattern and Functions: The student was able to create AB pattern with boys and girls; tall and short students; colours; shapes; cubes; plastic connectors. Numbers: The student was able to identify how many people were in his/her family; count up to 5.
Art:  The student was able to identify form and connection by using a variety of art tools and creating self-portraits.

Music:  The student was able to sing a variety of songs and identify form and connection in the songs (ex. beats, words, instruments, etc.)

PE:  The student was able to demonstrate a variety of different and similar movements; demonstrate different types of exercises; and make connections to each other through our likes and dislikes. 

Library:  The student was able to identify form (what is a book?) and connection (how are we connected to books?) found in books (characters; settings; pages; cover; illustrations; etc.); compare and contrast characters found in stories; identified personal similarities/interests in stories. 

Relevant and Significant: We felt this unit was very relevant and significant in the beginning of the school year.  Preschool students were new to AJA and most were new to a “school environment”.  This unit gave our students an opportunity to get to know themselves, their classmates and their teachers.

Engaging:  The students were engaged throughout the unit of inquiry.  Many activities and assessments helped our students learn who they are and how we all have individual needs, interests, and feelings that we can share in our community.
Challenging:  Some of our students had limited English proficiency; this was a challenge when sharing stories and having discussions throughout the activities and assessments.  Lots of non-verbal communication skills were introduced in the beginning of this unit.  


	9. Teacher notes

Maths: (Numbers and Data Handling) Sorting photos, sorting unifix cubes, choosing favourite colours. Create physical graph.
Comparing heights
Music: 

Songs – If your happy and you know it. Busy body. Hokey Pokey, happy/sad music.
PE: Circle games. Moving to music – hopping, skipping, jumping, running.
Library: 
Looking at research skills. Books about me. Caring for books. Matching letters.
IT: 
Me-Maker. Favourite games. Twinkle twinkle, catch the stars.
Relevance:  
Engaging: 
Challenging: 
Significant: 






8. What student-initiated inquiries arose from the learning?


Record a range of student-initiated inquiries and student questions and highlight any that were incorporated into the teaching and learning. 


What do I have inside?  (Looked at skeleton.)


What letter does her/his name start with? (Interested in each other’s names-initial sounds.)


I am like her/him. (Discussed similarities and differences.)


What is her/his name? (Played name games.)








What student-initiated actions arose from the learning?


Record student-initiated actions taken by individuals or groups showing their ability to reflect, to choose and to act.





The students were enthusiastic about sharing information about them we did over the weekend with others.


The students enjoyed bringing in toys or other artefacts from home to share with friends.
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Planning the inquiry





Planning the inquiry
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Reflecting on the inquiry
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Reflecting on the inquiry











