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U13 – Unity Cup – Dubai Trip 

 

The anticipation had been built up prior to departure on the 19th January. It was the first time 
AJA had run an overseas sports trip in 5 years. 12 excited boys alongside myself, Mr Naeim 
and Mr Yousef, jetted off for a weekend of football playing against schools from across the 
Middle East. 

With a grateful donation from Dr Eissa and the Ta’allum group, we were all kitted out in lovely 
tracksuits and polo shirts, causing passengers at the airport to ask where we were off to and 
wish us luck.  

After a night in our hotel we were ready to go. Little did we know the standard of the opposi-
tion was to be phenomenal. After a narrow loss to a school from Dubai, we played amazingly 
to secure an unpredicted win against a very strong team from Jordan, made up of league 
players. Abdulla Nabina and Waleed Al Bustami scored the goals, Jabor missed a penalty 
and Nabina a couple more chances to have really sealed a very impressive win, but we glad-
ly took a 2-1 victory. 

The last match against a very, very strong school from Oman was a real eye opener in terms 
of the standard we were up against.  

Friday night saw us venture to Dubai Mall for Shopping, Sega World and Food followed by an 
early night in preparation for the next day’s games. 

The Saturday didn’t start as we planned, we didn’t play as well as we could have and lost to a 
team from Bahrain, we really should have beaten. We then played a strong team from Ras Al 
Khama before showing a great attitude and spirit against the champions. 

AJA finished 4th out of 6 teams, we were proud of the boys not only on the pitch but as repre-
sentatives for AJA and Qatar. They were a credit to the school and did not stop smiling or en-
joying themselves. Well done to Ali Al Sulaiti (Captain) Jabor Al Sulaiti, Ghanim Al Kuwairi 
(Player of the tournament) Abdulla Nabina, Hamad “the Door” Arbabi, Fahad Al Thani, Ah-
med Adil, Waleed Bustami, Mansoor, Ghanim Al Mahmoudi, Ahmed Ataya, Abdulla Al Atiya 

 

Mr Mark – Head of Physical Education / Trip Leader 
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