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Introduction

This handbook describes the framework of the educational programme at Al Jazeera
Academy. The framework for our secondary programme from Years 7 to 11 is the Middle
Years Program (MYP) of the International Baccalaureate (IB). This is the same
organisation that provides the IB Diploma Programme (DP) which is currently delivered by
the School in Years 12 and 13 since 2004, and the Primary Years Programme (PYP)
which is taught in the Primary School as a candidate school since September 2007.

This handbook focuses on the philosophy and structure of the MYP at Al Jazeera
Academy. An overview into subject area content is found within the separate curriculum
guides..

The same information is provided on the schools website under the section of
‘Curriculum’ and the MYP at www.aja.edu.ga

Al Jazeera Academy

Al Jazeera Academy opened in September 2002. It is a modern international educational
institution that comprises three separate schools within a single campus to cater for all
students from Pre-school to Year 13. Our three schools are:

The Primary School (Pre-school - Year 6);
The Secondary Girls School (Years 7 - 13); and
The Secondary Boys School (Years 7 - 13).

In September of 2005, AJA commenced the International Baccalaureate Organisation's
Diploma Programme. The IB Diploma Programme is a demanding two year, pre-
university course of study that leads to examinations. It is for highly motivated students
aged 16 to 19.

In September 2007, the Primary School commenced the Primary Years Programme
(PYP) as a candidate school. Additionally, the Middle Years Programme (MYP) has been
initially introduced into Years 7, 8 & 9 in both secondary schools, as a candidate school.
Both the Primary and Secondary schools will be subject to final authorisation visits during
school year 2009 / 2010. By 2012 all year groups 7-11 will follow the Middle Years
Programme.

Each school aims to provide an exciting, challenging and innovative learning environment
for students of all nationalities.

Al Jazeera Academy aims to develop each student’s ability to think critically and laterally,
to make considered judgments, solve problems and show initiative in undertaking tasks.
This learning takes place in a friendly and caring school environment in which each
student feels safe and secure, and where they can strive to achieve personal excellence.



Mission and Vision

Al Jazeera Academy will provide an outstanding international education for all its students
which:

delivers high quality, internationally recognised challenging and rigorous
educational programmes, guided by highly talented, skilled and dedicated
teachers in world-class educational facilities, using innovative teaching and
learning methods to produce inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young
people who can help to create a better and more peaceful world.

encourages each student to pursue personal and academic excellence, to
achieve his or her maximum potential in a caring school environment, to
become active and compassionate students who have intercultural
understanding and respect.

develops a strong and productive relationship between our staff, our students
and our parents.

provides students with an excellent foundation for lifelong learning.

Our Purpose

To provide all our students with an excellent, innovative and balanced international
education for the life-long benefit of each student, their families and their communities.

Therefore, we seek to ensure that all students:

are able to communicate effectively in English;

are able to communicate in a language other than English;

are able to apply mathematical concepts and processes;

are able to find and use information;

are able to use technology;

work independently, as well as cooperatively;

approach learning in a manner that is both receptive and critical;

are able to apply problem-solving skills;

understand their society and environment, and have the skills necessary to be
informed and responsible citizens;

understand the natural world and are able to apply scientific concepts and
processes;

appreciate the arts and are able to express their creativity;

have the understandings and skills necessary to achieve health and well-
being;

respect the rights of others; and

value themselves as learners.



Our Beliefs

The actions of our staff are guided by four core beliefs.

Learning
We have a positive approach to learning and encourage it in others. We advance student
learning based on our belief that all students have the capacity to learn.

Excellence

We have high expectations of ourselves and our students. We set standards of
excellence and strive to achieve them. These standards and expectations challenge all of
us to give our best.

Equity

We have a right to a workplace that is free of discrimination, abuse or exploitation. We
recognise the differing circumstances and needs of our students and are dedicated to
achieving the best possible outcomes for all.

Care

We treat all individuals with care. Our relationships are based on mutual respect, trust
and the acceptance of responsibility.In stating these beliefs, we acknowledge that the
words alone are not sufficient. It is the actions, based on these beliefs, which are
important.

Our Values

Al Jazeera Academy recognises the importance of the following core values to our school
community. These values represent a concern for excellence, equity and the promotion of
a caring, civil and just society. They are common to a range of secular and religious
world-views and are found in most cultures.

Our core values are :
Integrity
Being consistently honest and trustworthy

Excellence
Striving for the highest personal achievement in all aspects of schooling, and individual

and community action, work and life-long learning.
Respect

Having regard for yourself and others, lawful and just authority, and diversity within Qatari
society, and accepting the right of others to hold different or opposing views

Responsible

Being accountable for your individual and communities actions towards yourself and
others.



Cooperation

Working together to achieve common goals, providing support to others and engaging in
the peaceful resolution of conflict.

Participation

Being a proactive and productive individual and group member, having pride in and
contributing to the achievements of Al Jazeera Academy and the wider community.

Care

Concern for the well-being of yourself and others, demonstrating empathy and acting with
compassion.

Fairness

Being committed to the principles of social justice and opposing prejudice, dishonesty and
injustice.

Being Ethical

Acting in accordance with generally agreed rules and/or standards for right (moral)
conduct or practice.

About the MYP

The Middle Years Program was originally developed by the International Schools
Association, and then further developed by schools within the IB during the early 1990’s.
The Middle Years Programme is purpose-built for international schools and is now being
taught and implemented worldwide, with considerable growth in Europe, Asia, North
America and now in The Middle East region . It is being implemented both in fee-paying
international schools and in state schools world wide.

Language of Instruction

The MYP can be delivered in any language, although schools communicate with the IB in
English, French, Spanish or Chinese. Since the language of instruction at Al Jazeera
Academy is English, our MYP programme will be taught in this language. Arabic will be
the language of instruction in Arabic and Islamic Studies lessons.

MYP Philosophy

The core philosophy of the MYP reflects the experience of teachers and educationalists
working in the field of international education. Even though we are going through the
authorisation stage and we are introducing the programme in its 3@ year of
implementation, the whole programme is under continual review and teachers in MYP
schools are invited to contribute to this development. We are proud to be part of the

development of the MYP.
Adapted from IBO’ Principles Into Practice Guide 2008



The Middle Years Programme at Al Jazeera Academy

It will be another exciting and challenging year for us at Al Jazeera Academy as students
in Years 7, 8 and 9 in the Boys’ and Girls’ Secondary Schools continue to follow the
Middle Years Programme (MYP) in its third year of its implementation. The MYP of the
International Baccalaureate (IB) is an International course of study designed to meet the
educational requirements of students between the ages of 11 and 16. As a candidate
school we are developing a learning environment which enables students to develop and
fulfill their potential. To this end we have been creating a teaching approach that fosters
individual responsibility for learning in an atmosphere of cooperation amongst students,
teachers, non-teaching staff and parents. We anticipate to achieve authorisation status by
the end of the 2009-2010 academic year.

Information regarding the MYP has been obtained from the International Baccalaureatte
Organisation and from their website. For additional information on the Middle Years
Programme please visit the IBO website at www.ibo.org .

The IB Mission Statement

The IBO is a nonprofit educational foundation, motivated by its mission and focussed on
the student. Founded in 1968, the iB community now includes more that 2,000 schools in
more than 125 countries to develop and offer three challenging programmes to students
aged 3 to 19 years.

At Al Jazeera Academy we follow and incorporate within our school’s structure, the IBO’s
Mission Statement.

“The International Baccalaureate Organisation aims to develop inquiring,
knowledgeable and caring young people who help to ¢ reate a better and more
peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.’

‘To this end, the IBO works with schools, governmen ts and international
organisations to develop challenging programmes of international education and
rigorous assessment.’

‘These programmes encourage students across the wor Ild to become active,
compassionate and life long learners who understand that other people, with their
differences, can also be right.’

Embracing the IB Mission statement, the MYP has been devised at Al Jazeera Academy
to guide students in their search for a sense of belonging in the world around them. The
course also aims to help students to develop the knowledge, attitudes and skills they
need to participate actively and responsibly in a changing and increasingly interrelated
world. We teach students to become independent learners who can recognise
relationships between school subjects and the world outside and learn to combine
relevant knowledge, experience and critical thinking to solve authentic problems.



The Fundamental Concepts of the MYP

Three fundamental concepts underpin the Middle Years Programme

* Intercultural Awareness — concerned with developing students’ attitudes,
knowledge and skills as they learn about their own and others’ social and national
cultures. By encouraging students to consider multiple perspectives, intercultural
awareness not only fosters tolerance and respect, but also leads to empathy and
understanding.

» Holistic Education - emphasises the links between the disciplines, providing a
global view of situations and issues. Students should become more aware of the
relevance of their learning, and come to see knowledge as an interrelated whole.
Students should see the cohesion and the complimentary nature of various fields of
study, but this must not be done to the detriment of learning with each of the
disciplines, which retain their own objectives and methodology.

e Communication - the MYP stresses the central importance of communication,
which is fundamental to learning, as it supports inquiry and understanding and

allows student reflection and expression. The MYP places particular emphasis on
language acquisition and allows students to explore multiple forms of expression.

International Education

The Interantional Baccalaureate Organisation chooses to define ‘international education’
according to the following criteria.

Develop citizens of the world in relation to culture, language and learning to live
together

Building and reinforcing students’ sense of identity and cultural awareness

Fostering students recognition and development of universal human values

Stimulating curiosity and inquiry in order to foster a spirit of discovery and
enjoyment of learning

Equipping students with the skills to learn and acquire knowledge, individually or
collaboratively, and to apply these skills and knowledge accordingly across a broad
range of areas

Providing international content while responding to local requirements and
interests

Encouraging diversity and flexibility in teaching methods

Providing appropriate forms of assessment and international benchmarking

Adapted from IBO’ Principles Into Practice Guide 2008



Statement of International-mindedness

The school promotes international-mindedness, caring and respect within the entire
community on an ongoing basis. Our students are mostly Arab nationals, with a
preponderance of Qatari citizens. Their parents have generally been educated abroad,;
they have a great respect for the value of their education and wish their children to have
the same benefit through experiences within our school.

The MYP, and indeed all the IB programmes, bring to our school and local community an
international curriculum that offers our parents what they are seeking, internationalism,
inquiry, critical thinking along with what is important to them as a group, promoting
Arabic/multi-lingualism, respect for the host countries culture and a focus on their children
as learners as the most important aspect of the curriculum. The MYP is unique in its
ability to offer a framework while accepting differences and promoting academic, social
and individual development. Our students will be the future leaders of Qatar, truly and
without metaphor; therefore, their development within a school and a programme that
promotes international-mindedness, caring and respect and a belief that others, with their
differences, can also be right, can not be over-rated.

There is a high degree of support for the Learner Profile within the teaching and learning
at AJA. The Profile characteristics are used to promote and reinforce positive behaviours.
They are present within all classrooms and are woven into the planning for each unit. As
with all schools and all curricula, the implementation and embedding of the Learner
Profiles is an ongoing process, we continuously reflect upon our practice and make
adjustments to improve the learning environment for our students. The Learner Profile
characteristics have become part of our community lexicon and provide a shared and well
understood language which helps guide all of our actions.

As the Learner Profile is the vehicle by which the IB aims to encourage international-
mindedness as the focal point of the IB continuum of education, our efforts to widely
implement the Learner Profile within the Academy is strongly indicative of the close
alignment of our philosophy to the IB and to our promotion of international-mindedness
within the community.



The IB Student Learner Profile

The IB learner profile is the IBO mission statement

translated into a set of learning outcomes for the

Taken and translated from the IBO IB Learning Profile Booklet 2006

21 century.

The learner profile provides a long-term vision of education. It is a set of ideals that can inspire, motivate and focus the work of schools and

teachers, uniting them in a common purpose. IB learners strive to be:

Inquirers -
They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct !
_ | inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy &l ( " o " 4 %
2 | learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives. - 0
£ )
@ | Activities for students and parents .
2 | Encourage the student to visit the library to borrow books, read them and " _#'$
= explore topics. # / 0 0112 "3 - x4
& | Develop an understanding of the Internet. Find out how to research information
g on the Internet and try to instill the understanding that some Internet sites are 2
O | not reputable. # # 7 6 , 5 4 #
Play jeopardy D *< 9- $8 9 12
3 (08 - #6=
Op inded ' %&
en-minde + s " Wy o "
They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are " o (/8 "8 ] #29 ] @ " $
open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and 92 1296 AS; + 6#6 . B
_ | communities. They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points of 8 &(= $89 # C "6 066 B +
o view, and are willing to grow from the experience. ' " #'$
e } o "
© | Activities for students and parents . 066+, ! - t12 . 3 '
S | Encourage the student to try out new things-new food, new sports, games and &( % ; 8 62 / 3 -
new activities in his/her free time 2" ; 6 "62 02 *
Expose the student to different festivals, celebrations and traditions in Qatar. 976 6298E6+ % 412" D *+
Help students to develop ideas in a non-judgmental way ’ '
Encourage the student to really listen to others when they speak.
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November/December

Thinkers
They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to

recognise and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions.

Activities for students and parents

Encourage the student to try to think of solutions to problems independently.
Pose different real-life problems and questions to the student:
Ask the student questions when they are working on a problem:

Do you have any ideas about how we can begin?

How can we do this differently?

| had never thought of that. Tell me more about it?

What other ways can we show that?

I ?2: /0 # 8 , <2
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January

Caringc]

They develop empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings
of others. They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive
difference to the lives of others and to the environment.

Activities for students and parents

Role model the caring behaviour you would like to see in the student all the
time.. Using kind words, , helping people without being asked, being an active
listener, all show the student can care about people. Even a simple thing, like
holding the door for someone, shows the student is aware of others and want
to help them.

Smile and feeling happy.

After reading a book or watching a film spend some time considering how the
people in the book acted. Was someone caring? All of the time or just some of
the time? Were all of the characters in the book caring or just some of them?

|y $ % $ & $( )#*
+(
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January/February

Knowledge able

They explore concepts, ideas and issues that hale local and global significance. In
so doing, they inquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across a
broad and balanced range of disciplines.

Activities for students and parents

Encourage the student to read books at home that correspond to the topics
being covered in school. In particular, books in their mother tongue as well as
in English will help them make more meaningful, lasting connections to what is
being taught in their classroom in English.

Ask the student about what they are learning in school and engage them in
conversations about it:

Why do you think that is an important thing to know about?

Can you think of anything happening in the world today that might be similar
to that aspect of History?

Encourage the student to become familiar with current events and to read the
newspaper and watch the news when appropriate.

" (*(56(8 # /6 : d07 L&

H7 () D& ;7 $$
' 1" #'$

Cor( 0. ? 2# 1) + (D
i -% @ ># (0. 8%3% | 2# &$ I >
1& $ 6 %% $&& VH# = ># (
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H& $
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% ? *$ @ ( 2# . (34 (D
(@ %
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February/March

Principled

They act with integrity and honesty, and a strong sense of fairness, justice and
respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take
responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that accompany them.

Activities for students and parents

Involve the student in deciding on the rules for a game or activity and then
ensure that they stick to the ones that have been decided upon.
Encourage the student to play games that involve teams. Discuss with
your student the qualities of a team player. What sort of person would they
want on their team?

When the student wins a game insist that he or she is a well-mannered
winner. They might thank their opponent or shake hands with them if it's
appropriate.

When playing a game, don’t change the rules or let a particular student
win. Being a gracious loser is just as important as being a good winner.

$7 . % 8 % (M’ F! 1.(1
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March/April

Balanced
They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to
achieve personal well-being for themselves and others.

Activities for students and parents

Encourage the student to participate in a wide variety of structured activities
Discuss the food groups and healthy balanced meal

Role model this attribute. Spend time as a tutor on different things.

!
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April/May

Communicators

They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in
more than one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work
effectively and willingly in collaboration with others

Activities for students and parents

Encourage the student to stay in touch with relatives and friends who live
in other countries by writing letters, using the phone or sending emails.
When working on mathematics or science. Encourage the student to
explain his/her answer to you orally or by drawing a picture.

Work with the student to improve his/her listening skills. Being a good
listener is an important part of communicating with others.

E
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May/June

Reflective

They give thoughtful consideration to their learning and experience. They are able
to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to support their
learning and personal development.

Activities for students and parents

Spend some time reviewing the students report card with them. They
should have the opportunity to look at this document and consider it as
well. Discuss it with them and truly consider their thoughts and their
strengths and areas for improvement. Use their planners.

"$ %
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June

Risk -takers

They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought,
and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies.
They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs.

Activities for students and parents

If the student is feeling uneasy about trying something, encourage them to
attempt it and then reflect on both whether they liked the activity and how it

felt to try something new. Use their planners

Be careful to explain to the student the difference between being a risk-taker by -
trying new things and doing dangerous things. This is especially important

before vacation periods.

&$
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Taken and translated from the IBO IB Learner Profile Booklet 2006
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The MYP Curriculum Model

The MYP curriculum between the ages of 11 and 16 can be taught as an entity in
itself, but it is flexible enough to allow the demands of national, regional or local
legislation to be met.

The framework of the MYP is shown as an octagon. This emphasises the
importance of the eight subject areas with a core being made up of five areas of
interaction. Establishing a strong foundation of key skills and concepts in each of
these disciplines is a priority of this programme. The MYP curriculum model places
the student at the centre of learning. The MYP focuses upon Holistic Learning,
Communication and Internationalism.

2009-2010 MYP Subjects In Years 7, 8 and 9.

Language A — English/Arabic

Language B — Arabic/French

Humanities — Humanities/Islamic Studies

Technology — Design & Technology/ICT

Mathematics — Mathematics

Arts — Visual Art/Performing Arts

Sciences — Integrated Science (Biology, Physics & Chemistry)
Physical Education — Physical Education

We want students to learn to the best of their ability, enjoy learning, and to be well
prepared for their tertiary stage of education. This year we continue to develop an



innovative curriculum which promotes high achievement, develops high
expectations and equips the students with a vision of the future and helps to develop
a sense of responsibility and confidence in their ability to make a worthwhile
contribution to society, to the community and in the world which they live.

The MYP combines academic rigour with students learning attitudes that are
appropriate to the age group of 11-16 years old, in the context of a global
contemporary society. The curriculum is designed with a mobile student population
in mind providing linkage and continuum for the Primary Years Programme (PYP)
and for the IB Diploma Programme (DP). We are an international school with over
55 nationalities represented and we actively promote the appreciation of cultural
diversity within the school as well encouraging meaningful integration with the
surrounding community.

During the 2009-2010 academic year we are developing an internationally minded
curriculum aiming to foster the attitudes of global citisens, helping to develop life
long learning skills, and equip students to adapt to the challenges of the global
village which they live in. Staff have worked together in subject areas to develop an
appropriate curriculum which embraces cultural diversity, internationalism, holistic
learning and communication. Through vertical and horizontal planning units of study
have been developed in each subject areas and have incorporated guiding
guestions, significant concepts, area of interaction focus , learning objectives and
summative and formative assessments using the MYP subject specific criteria.
Students continue to use rubrics to provide skills in developing assessment for
learning techniques. The overall purpose of assessment is to monitor level of
understanding of students on an individual basis.

In year teams, staff continue to plan horizontally , develop and deliver cross-
curricular, meaningful innovative, global themes and topics, which are central to the
MYP framework and philosophy. Through a cross-curricular approach teachers at Al
Jazeera Academy help students to develop critical thinking skills. To solve ‘real life’
problems, to communicate ideas, make connections with the wider world, engage in
public debate and express creative actions. Through this process, students
maximize knowledge acquisition meaningfully and become aware and confident of
their own academic and social development.

The emphasis of the MYP is on the fluidity of the curricular framework and the inter-
relatedness of the subjects. Aspects of the areas of interaction are addressed
naturally through the distinct disciplines. In particular the framework is flexible
enough to allow a school to include other subjects not determined by the IBO but
may be required by state or national authorities.

We still have more to develop with the MYP curriculum at Al Jazeera Academy
particularly with the planning of year 10 and 11 into the framework, but we have
come a long way so far to say the least. We see more exciting and rewarding
challenges in 2009-2010 and beyond. We have one more year of implementation as
a candidate school putting into practice what has been recommended by IB and
from the pre-authorisation report. It is important that parents, students, teachers and
teaching support staff continue to give there support, interest and their full
commitment.



Areas of Interaction

The areas of interaction give the MYP its distinctive core. These areas are common
to all disciplines and are incorporated into the MYP so that students will become
increasingly aware of the connections between subject content and the real world,
rather than considering subjects as isolated areas unrelated to each other and to the
world. The MYP presents knowledge as an integrated whole, emphasizing the
acquisition of skills and self-awareness, and the development of personal values. As
a result, students are expected to develop an awareness of broader and more
complex global issues.

The areas of interaction are explored through the subjects, thereby fulfilling their
integrative function. Some aspects, however, may also be approached as separate
modules and interdisciplinary projects throughout the MYP. Student participation in
the areas of interaction culminates in the personal project.

Areas of Interaction

are common interactive organising elements, not subjects.

provide a focus for teacher planning and instruction.

help students to see the connections between subjects.

help students to understand that real world problems are solved using skills and
concepts from a variety of disciplines.

The five areas of interaction are:

Approaches to Learning
Community and Service
Human Ingenuity
Environments

Health and Social Education

Approaches to Learning

How do | learn best?
How do | know?
How do | communicate my understanding?

Approaches to learning (ATL) is central to the programme, as it is concerned with
developing the intellectual discipline, attitudes, strategies and skills which will result
in critical, coherent and independent thought and the capacity for problem solving
and decision making. It goes far beyond study skills, having to do with “learning how
to learn” and with developing an awareness of thought processes and their strategic
use. This area of interaction recognizes that true learning is more than the
acquisition of knowledge: it involves its thoughtful application, as well as critical
thinking and problem solving, both individually and collaboratively.



AJA MYP APPROACHES TO LEARNING SCOPE AND SEQUENCE

YEARS 7 - 11 Introduce

T . ATL Skill / Practice ATL
ATL Areas Transdisciplinary Skills Skill / Master ATL Skill

7|89 10|11

1) Be punctual

2) Be organised with the right equipment and ready to
work

3) Ready to learn

Organisational | 4) Keeping an organized work file / exercise book
skills, study
practices and 5) Effective use of secondary homework diary I
attitudes
towards work

6) Show care for work which is well done P

7) Hand in completed homework on time/meeting
deadlines

8) Developing self assessment strategies I

9) Understanding assessment criteria & rubrics I

10) Receiving and applying specific instructions

11) Planning

U|©|©0|TV| V| ©|OV|TVT| V| T| T

12) Setting own goals and targets I

1) Working well in pairs P

av)

2) Working well in a group

3) Leading a group I

Collaborative

skills 4) Listening carefuly to other opinions

T | O

5) Respect other peoples opinions

6) Understanding that other opinions can be valid I

| T| ©|(T|T| T[T

7) Contributing to collaborative work P




AJA MYP APPROACHES TO LEARNING SCOPE AND SEQUENCE

YEARS 7 - 11 Introduce

T . ATL Skill / Practice ATL
ATL Areas Transdisciplinary Skills Skill / Master ATL Skill

7|89 10|11

1) Writing clearly and concisely by hand P P

2) Effective use of wordprocessor P P

3) Effective verbal communication P P P

4) Presenting ideas clearly and coherently in writing P P P

5) Presenting ideas clearly and coherently through speaking P P P

6) Listening carefully to others P P P

7) Use of appropriate vocabulary in the context of the lesson. P P P P P

8) Essay writing skills | P P

Communication ) o <

9) Analytical writing skills | P P

10) Selecting appropriate forms of expression to suit various | P p

contexts

11) Using writing, drafting and note taking as a means for p = p

generating ideas

12) Effective use of visual representation (diagrams, graphs,

| P P

charts, tables, etc)

13) Paraphrasing (summarizing) in note taking / avoiding | | p

plagiarism

14) Use quotations to support arguments | P

15) Bibliography & citation using standard reference formats | P

16) Identify types of sources (Primary, Secondary) I P P

17) Develop questioning skills P P P

18) Research and writing reports | P P

19) Use of displays and the display of key words in the p = =

classroom

1) Making Conclusions : P P

2) Revision I P z
Reflection 3) Reflection on success of methods, procedures and techniques ! P P

4) Monitor and evaluate ones own performance accurately

recognising strengths, weaknesses and areas for improvement. I P P

5)Using performance evaluation to adapt behaviour and learning | = p

strategies.




AJA MYP APPROACHES TO LEARNING SCOPE AND SEQUENCE

YEARS 7 - 11 Introduce

T . ATL Skill / Practice ATL
ATL Areas Transdisciplinary Skills Skill / Master ATL Skill

7| 8][9 10|11

1) Know how to use the library in school P P

2) Know how to use/access text books, X i

3) Know how to use dictionaries. . P

4) Know how to use encyclopedias & journals effectively. i 3 i

5) Know how to use a calculator. . P =

6) Know how to use a periodic table. ! P i P i
7) Know how to use maps. i 3 i 3 i
8) Know how to use the secondary school ICT labs I | P P P
9) Know how to use Internet / Intranet information sources P P P

10) Know how to reading charts / graphs / maps P P P

11) Know how to locate appropriate materials via the Internet P P P

12) Know how to find historical data on the Internet P P P

13) Know how to find primary source materials on the Internet P P P

14) Know how to search the Internet for news and current events

in the world P P
Information

literacy 15) Know how to take notes effectively. P
16) Know how to Interpret sources P
17) Know how to selecting and reject information according to |
goal.
18) Evaluate sources for suitability, reliability, bias, fact/opinion & |
accuracy (academic worth)
19) Select and reject information according to goal. i
20) Identify and summarize the main points of a piece of fiction P
and non-fiction writing.
21) Evaluate the value of information in different media. !
22) Summarising information and identifying key facts. !
23) Comparing and contrasting information. .
24) Know how to use other graphic and electronic organisers |




AJA MYP APPROACHES TO LEARNING SCOPE AND SEQUENCE

ATL Areas

Transdisciplinary Skills

YEARS 7 - 11 Introduce
ATL Skill / Practice ATL
Skill / Master ATL Skill

7| 8][9 10|11

Problem solving

1) Comprehend, interpret and evaluate. I I X 3
. o | | P
2) Mapping thinking.
3) Decision making. P P P
4) Range of thinking strategies. 5 i i
5) Starters. ! b L
6) Plenaries. ! b b
7) Problem solving. I 3 . P
I P P P

8) Deduction and induction.

9) Interpret graphical data

and thinking
skills 10) Interpret written information X 3 X 3
o L P P P
11) Identifying causes and effects / causal relationships
12) Explaining causal relationships : P P
13) Identifying needs : P P
o | P P
14) Identifying goals / targets
. . . . | P P
15) Planning strategies for collecting data to clarify a problem
16) Evaluating outcomes : P P P
17) Considering issues from multiple viewpoints : P P
18) Creatively generating new ideas p P p
1) Making connections between subjects | | P P
2) Applying skills and knowledge in unfamiliar situations | | P P
3) Inquiring in different contexts | | P P
Transfer Skills 4) Develop a research strategy | | P P
5) Select a topic | | P
6) Limiting the Topic | | P P
7) Form a research question / thesis statement | | P P




Community and Service

How do we live in relation to each other?
How can | contribute to the community?
How can | help others?

This component requires students to take an active part in the communities in which they
live, thereby encouraging responsible citizenship.

Community and service ;

Begins in the classroom and extends beyond it

Encourages student responsibility

Deepens the students understanding of the world around

Makes connections and shows how students’ social and intellectual development
can help others

Students discover the social reality of themselves and others

Emphasis on developing community awareness and concern

Shows that students’ skills are needed to make an effective contribution to society.
Teaches the students tolerance and respect

Makes students understand their community and how it is organised

Needs all students’ active participation

Teaches selflessness

There are three central elements, awareness, reflection and involvement / service

Human Ingenuity

What drives people to create?
How do people create?
What is the impact of creation on society?

Students explore in multiple ways the processes and products of human creativity, thus
learning to appreciate and develop in themselves the human capacity to influence,
transform, enjoy and improve the quality of life.

Human Ingenuity;

Enables students to understand evolution and creation

Enables students to understand the need for change and inventing

Enables students to explore the relationships between science, ethics, aesthetics and
technology

Enables students to learn how to solve problems

Enables students to show creativity in a variety of ways

Enables students to be able to see the impacts of their actions or events. These may
have positive or negative consequences



Environments

Where do we live?
What resources do we have or need?
What are my responsibilities?

This aims to develop students’ awareness of their interdependence with the environments
so that the understand and accept their responsibilities.

Environments;

Enables students to develop an awareness of how people depend on the environment
Enables students take responsibility for the environments of the future

Enables an understanding of local and global issues

Enables students to make decisions on environmental issues

Enables students to develop positive actions to environmental issues

Enables students to develop four central elements to the environment section -
awareness, responsibility, reflection and action

Health and Social Education

How do I think and act?
How am | changing?
How can | look after myself and others?

Health and social education prepares students for a physically and mentally healthy life,
aware of potential hazards and able to make informed choices. It develops in students a
sense of responsibility for their own well-being and for the physical and social environment.
This area encourages students to explore their own selves as they develop healthy
relationships with others.

Health and Social Education;

Students reflect on physical, social and emotional health and intelligence.

They examine and discuss how location, status and the law can affect health.

They use skills and knowledge to make informed choices.

Students take responsibility for self and others well being.

We encourage students to have a physically and mentally healthy life.

We make sure students have the knowledge relevant to the issue

Students develop skills in:Decision-making, assertiveness, self-assessment, empathy,etc
Students learn how to have a good attitude: tolerance, self-esteem, and responsibility.
Students are taught the values of respect and ethic, personal and religious values.

They are taught where they can seek support/help, advice, etc.



Implementing the AOI's — Teachers will:

Make AOI’s an essential part of vertical and horizontal planning
Reinforce cross-curricular links

Use guiding questions for students

Relate to the significant concepts

Teach mapping skills from all disciplines, as well as from year to year
Organise meaningful projects

Encourage students to use their skills in the outside world

Design tasks in real world situations

Implementing the AOI — Students will:

Construct meaning through AOI’s

See connections between subjects

Puts subjects into real life

Means students are involved and engaged in learning
Systematic approaches to learning

Individual and group learning

Guided and independent exploration

Self assess their progress

Critical and creative thinking

At Al Jazeera Academy, the student community participates in developing and monitoring the
Areas of Interaction:

« through the use of a custom-made student agenda issued to all MYP students
and used by teachers, parents and students to facilitate communication

* through activities and tasks in lessons and during after school clubs

« through special days (Human Ingenuity/ Awareness days) or school trips
« through subject-based projects and activities

* through student self-evaluations

* through Community & Service portfolios and interviews



Community and Service Programme

By completing services to the community, we believe students will develop attitudes and
values that focus on the rights and responsibilities of humans and improve the communities
in which they live. Students will therefore:

better appreciate their rights and responsibilities beyond the classroom

increase their awareness of the world and community through constructive engagement
increase their sense of responsibility and possibly their self esteem

gain an insight into different social patterns and ways of life

work with peers throughout their community and around the world

develop their awareness of the links between community service and subject areas
gain an appreciation of the positive effects of an unselfish attitude

Definitions and Categories

Al Jazeera Academy defines Community and Service as “individual and collaborative actions
that lead to the improvement of the community.”
The school has established three stages in which all projects must adhere to;

Stage 1- Awareness/planning stage
Stage 2 - Action/involvement stage and
Stage 3 - Reflection stage

Stage 1 - Awareness and Planning:

Research or study a social issue that leads to positive social change within a community.
Create/raise awareness within the community of a social issue.

Plan a project/activity/campaign to create positive social change within a

community.

Stage 2 - Action/Involvement:

Conduct a project/activity/campaign to create positive social change within a
community

For example:

0 Year 7: Volunteer your time in the primary classroom as a reading
helper or buddy.

0 Year 8/9: Volunteer with a recognised social organisation

o Grade 10/11: Completion of a service project, in cooperation with a global
organisation ie Reach Out To Asia (ROTA)

Stage 3 - Reflection:

Complete the AJA Community Service Programme Planning Form: Reflection
Complete a reflection piece (journal, assembly, scrap book, power point, blog,
or school display)

Conduct an interview with a teacher overlooking the community and

service project in your tutor group.

At Al Jazeera Academy at least two Community and Service projects are completed in a year.



The Personal Project

The Personal Project is a summative assignment designed as a formal expression of what
the student has learned during their years in the MYP. The project should be based in one or
more areas of interaction and reflect a topic of real interest to the individual student. All
students in the MYP must complete a personal project. The project is assessed using the
final objectives that correlate with the final assessment criteria. The personal project is
completed in the final year of the MYP in year 11.

Role of the Personal Project

The personal project is a significant body of work produced over an extended period. It is a
product of the student’s own initiative and should reflect his/her experience of the MYP. The
personal project holds a very important place in the programme. It provides an excellent
opportunity for students to produce a truly creative piece of work of their choice and to
demonstrate the skills they have developed in approaches to learning.

Types of Personal Project

The personal project may take many forms, for example:

- an original work of art (visual, dramatic, or performance)

- a written piece of work on a special topic (literary, social, psychological)

- a piece of literary fiction (that is, creative writing)

- an original science experiment

- an invention or specially designed object or system

- the presentation of a developed business, management, or organisation plan

The student and the supervisor must agree that, whatever form the personal project takes,
the finished product allows the student to investigate and focus on a theme, topic and/or
issue closely connected to at least one area of interaction of the MYP. It must also include
structured writing piece .

The student needs to choose carefully the type of and the goal of their project in terms of the
skills and techniques that are required to bring it to a successful conclusion. Some projects
may be too ambitious, require overly complex procedures or require a lengthy process of
learning. An example of a realistic and an unrealistic personal project follow.

Realistic project : A student who has studied the piano for a number of years decides to
write and interpret a musical score for parts of a school play.

Unrealistic project : A student decides to learn to play the piano as a personal project.

Adapted from IBO Principles Into Practice 2008

Additional Stipulations
The Personal Project may not be used towards the fulfillment of an Al Jazeera Academy Community and Service Program
requirement.



How do the IB curriculum programmes connect togethe r?

International Baccalaureate Organisation

PYP: Primary Years MYP: Middle Years DP: Diploma Programme
Programme Programme Rigorous Pre-University
Inquiry Based Education International & Course
Pre-school — Year 6 > Interdisciplinary » Year 12 - Year 13
Year 7 — Year 11

AJA 2009-2010 Year 7-9

A 4 A 4 A 4

Designed to meet the Designed to meet the Designed for motivated
needs of the developing social and academic needs students on an accelerated
child. of students going through academic path.
adolescence.

A 4 A 4 A 4

PYP: Student Exhibition MYP: Personal Project DP: Examinations

A 4 A 4 A 4

PYP: Portfolio of MYP: Certification DP: IB Diploma
achievement

Why do we want the MYP ?

Al Jazeera Academy is committed to the IBO programmes. We have been an IB world school
through the IBDP since 2004. The MYP pedagogical approach and the content of the MYP
curriculum is relevant and most suitable for our school because it provides a 'truly’
international programme for which it is objective in its approach and it shows no bias
towards another national system. The MYP philosophy and objectives reflects those of Al
Jazeera Academy.

As well as the international students at Al Jazeera Academy, our majority Qatari students
would mostly benefit from an international, innovative curriculum such as the MYP as it
would equip our students with a vision of the future and help them to develop a sense of
responsibility and confidence in their ability to make a worthwhile contribution to society, to
their community and to the world in which they live.

The MYP curriculum is flexible to enable us to create a curriculum which is relevant for our
students and meets the personal, social and academic needs of our local Qatari and overseas
students. By developing an innovative curriculum such as the MYP we embrace the IB learner
profile and through holistic learning, good communication and intercultural awareness we
promote high achievement, and develop high expectations. In particular we promote the notion
of internationalism.



With the DP programme already in its 5" year and introducing the PYP at the same time as
the MYP, we see all three programmes providing for vertical consistency across the Primary
and Secondary Schools. We recognise the importance of a structured and coherent continuum
and we want our students to develop the necessary knowledge, understanding and skills
during the 5 years of the MYP in order to be fully prepared for the DP . Other national systems
do not account for this provision. Many areas of the MYP are common to the skills required by
the DP and many skills for the MYP are prepared and developed in the PYP.

The MYP provides for horizontal coherency across the subjects. We want our students to
make connections between subjects and the Areas of Interaction, making links will enhance
student centred learning and make the experience of learning more relevant.

The assessment within MYP subjects shares a common approach by being criterion
referenced and inquiry-based. It has strong, linking interdisciplinary elements. The assessment
within each subject is designed to help MYP students and parents recognise a student’s
individual strengths and helps to recognise areas for improvement according to the particular
set of skills necessary for achievement.

With many of our students following 2 language A courses (English and Arabic) we recognise
the importance of developing good communication and intercultural awareness.

What can the school’s introduction of the MYP bring to its
community and to that of the IBO?

We are committed to the MYP through promoting internationalism. Qatar was established as
an independent country in 1973 and has considerably grown demographically over the past 20
years. Even though Al Jazeera Academy is an independent, private, international school, there
is a drive by the Government and the Ministry Of Education in Qatar to direct all private and
state schools in Qatar into developing a dynamic society peopled with educated, healthy and
creative citizens which shows respect and involvement in the community. There are five
focused areas for sustainable development in Education within Qatar which reflects its growing
national and international community, firstly respecting and maintaining the integrity of Islamic
faith, secondly partnership between peoples and organisations, thirdly active, caring
citizenship with its community, fourth, international involvement in projects relating to the
students individual place as a global citizen and finally care and consideration for the
environment. Looking at the intake of our students where the majority of students are Qatari
nationals (and at the same time meeting the needs of the minority non-Qatari students ) we
see it as being very important and an honour to introduce the MYP because it focuses upon all
the aspects of the educational vision of the country. We are therefore committed to developing
a curriculum for our students which not only focuses upon their individual needs but also
focuses upon what the student can do for their community whether it is on a local, national,
regional or global scale. We see fit that the MYP is therefore the right curriculum for us and we
are committed to its development.

The IBO's MYP provides an opportunity for our students to develop the necessary skills for
taking action, taking responsibility, relecting and evaluating upon of their own decisions and
actions . We are committed to developing the MYP, which we see as the most appropriate for
our students. Through communication , holistic teaching and learning as well as committed to
promoting internationalism and intercultural awareness the students will develop a greater



sense of vision and purpose for their place and role in society whether it is for the local or
global community.

The IBO's MYP will bring together a closer link between the majority local students, the
minority foreign students, parents, teachers, non-teaching staff and other institutions and
organisations associated with the school. Above all we promote the notion of respect.
Teaching the Areas of Interactions, interdisciplinary units and incorporating all aspects of the
IB Learner profile, as well as in the long term promoting the development of the 'mother
tongue' will bring a greater insight for our school and its community, bringing it closer together
for the future.

Developing the MYP will contribute towards 'life long learning ‘for students, parents and
teachers alike, particularly through the linkage and continuum of the PYP, MYP and DP.
Community and service projects are being developed at AJA which provides a scope for
students to be at the centre of the learning and for the school community as a whole to
become aware of specific issues, recognise responsibilities and to act upon in a responsible
and caring way.

Teachers and students can contribute to the development of the programme by sharing ideas
with other MYP schools in other countries, sharing our own unique experiences in Qatar and
providing resources and contributing to relevant projects with other IB world schools through
training, conferences, OCC or IBNET. Making links with other schools in other local and
international schools is essential for developing the curriculum and for promoting and
upholding the IBO philosophy and MYP standards and practices. We therefore believe in a
consistent approach to developing and upholding the IBO philosophy and MYP standards and
practices. One of our goals as an IBO World School in the future is to be an active centre for
providing regional training.

Implementation Of The MYP At Al Jazeera Academy.

Year Year Groups Implemented In The MYP Programme (Year Grades)
2007-2008 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9

2008-2009 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9

2009-2010 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9

2010-2011 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10

2011-2012 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

The school will be requesting external moderation of internal assessment leading to the aware
of IBO-validated grades, records of achievement and certificates for your students
commencing in May/June 2012.



Al Jazeera Academy Language Philosophy

Al Jazeera Academy promotes language as an essential tool and one which must be
developed throughout the Primary and Secondary schools. Language skills must be taught
through meaningful, holistic and relevant enquiry-based activities, within an international
framework and in accordance to the school curriculum. Only then can students be ensured
of enjoying language and communication in all forms, be it speaking, listening, reading or
writing.

Al Jazeera Academy encourages the development of all languages spoken by all students
through an ethos of acceptance, tolerance and celebration of linguistic diversity within the
school community. The student’s first language is considered the one in which the individual
is most proficient; the mother-tongue language is identified as the language that a person
has grown up speaking from early childhood and that which an individual most identifies with
as from their culture of origin; it is often the language used at home. Language during leisure
time - such as in the corridors between lessons, at break times and in some after-school
clubs - is encouraged to be mother-tongue, as long as this does not lead to any disciplinary
issues.

The formal language of communication and instruction between teachers, students and
parents within the Academy is English. It is a requirement that all students have basic
proficiency in English and must pass an English entry test before being admitted into Al
Jazeera Academy. Students are also required to progress with their skills in English,
whether English is their first language or not.

Students who come to Al Jazeera Academy with Arabic as their mother-tongue are offered
the opportunity to continue the development of their Arabic language skills. Arabic Language
and Islamic Studies lessons use formal Arabic as the language of communication and
instruction. In addition, Arabic may be used between members of the Arabic Language and
Islamic Studies staff, and with parents who may be not confident communicating in English.
As an international school we also encourage students to take the opportunity to learn other
languages alongside English and Arabic, where the relevant appropriate language is used in
lessons.

Language development in Al Jazeera Academy is a continuous learning process, not
confined to one particular year group or curriculum area and a continuum of learning
outcomes provides opportunities for progression throughout both the Primary and Secondary
schools. Language development is continuously assessed and evaluated across a broad
range of activities and allows for the revision and refinement of each student’s language
development.

In promoting both English and mother-tongue languages, Al Jazeera Academy sets out to
enhance every student's self-esteem, confidence and pride by providing curricular
programmes and activities that encourage participation in multi-cultural experiences with the
hope of creating an international environment which brings together the school community as
a whole.



Language policy
Policy statements:

1. English is the language of instruction; with the exception of Arabic, Islamic Studies,
French and Spanish classes.

2. Arabic, as the language of the host country, will be compulsory until Y11 and will be
offered as both a language A (native speaker) and B (AFL).

3. Students who are first language Arabic speakers must take the class for native speakers
not AFL/language B.

4. Students with a mother tongue other than Arabic or English will be encouraged to
continue to develop their own language and will be supported, as possible, by the school.

5. English should be the sole language used in classrooms by teachers and students (other
than Arabic, Islamic Studies, French and Spanish). Mother tongue languages may be
used outside of lesson times and activities may be offered which promote their use.

Al Jazeera Academy School’s Admission Policy
Secondary Schools Student Enrolment Procedures

General Conditions AJA - An IB World School accepts children without discrimination of sex,
religion, race or nationality.

Admission to AJA - An IB World School will be determined by the Principal, with the advice of
the School Heads and Registrar, based on information obtained with respect to:

the potential of the applicant to benefit from the educational services available;
the capacity of AJA to meet the educational needs of the applicant.

Applications for admission for the current academic year will be considered in order of
priority, date of application, and the results of entrance examinations and formal interview, as
places become available.

At AJA, we recognise that the choice of school is one of the most important, and therefore
the most stressful, aspects of an international move. Choice of school often determines
choice of housing, and we understand the need for an "early” confirmation of a place at AJA.

When families visit the Academy early in the year, they often seek an indication of the
likelihood of admission. Unfortunately, this can sometimes lead to misunderstandings if
optimism is interpreted as a firm commitment. Therefore, please be aware that any indication
that you receive of the likelihood of admission to AJA can be no more than an informal and
non-binding estimate based on the pattern of previous years, and should not in any way be
interpreted as an offer, a provisional offer, or an assurance of an offer. AJA can only
guarantee a place once a formal offer has been made, and accepted, in writing.

All placements are conditional. An interview with the Head of School and/or Principal may be
arranged prior to acceptance as part of the enrolment process. Admissions are conditional on
a student"s ability to benefit from the tuition offered.



Applicants who meet all admissions criteria are admitted for the appropriate year group
based on age and current performance level, class size permitting. However, factors such as
previous records, measured aptitude and achievement, physical and emotional development
and other relevant details are also considered. The final decision rests with the Principal. A
six-week trial period in the class to which the student is assigned, is mandatory.

AJA - An IB World School reserves the right to deny admission or re-enrolment to any
applicant if, in its opinion, there were reasons to believe that admission or re-enrolment
would not be in the best interest of the applicant or AJA - An IB World School.

AJA - An IB World School also reserves the right to postpone admission if a class is full. In

this case, the applicant is placed on a waiting list. The qualified applicants are then accepted
in order of date of application, subject to the above priorities.

Entrance Age

A child may be accepted into a class if he or she is of age before 1 September. Minimum
class ages are as follows:

Class/ Year Age
Preschool 3 years-old
Reception 4 years-old
Year 1 5 years-old
Year 2 6 years-old
Year 3 7 years-old
Year 4 8 years-old
Year 5 9 years-old
Year 6 10 years-old
Year 7 11 years-old
Year 8 12 years-old
Year 9 13 years-old
Year 10 14 years-old
Year 11 15 years-old
Year 12 16 years-old
Year 13 17 years-old

Student Records from Other Schools

AJA - An IB World School requires student records from the applicant"s previous school
before any student is accepted. These records include reports, transcripts, results of
standardised tests and any reports by a counsellor or psychologist (a checklist is provided).
AJA reserves the right to contact the applicant"s previous school prior to acceptance.

Interviews

All applicants will be interviewed by the Head of School and/or Principal prior to acceptance
as part of the enrolment process.



Entrance Test

There is a minimum English-language competence requirement since all key learning areas
(with the exception of Modern Languages and Islamic History/Studies) are taught through the
medium of English. All students for year groups above Year 1 are required to complete an
entrance examination. Students for the Junior Primary School (Preschool - Year 1) will also
be required to demonstarte that they meet the entrance requirements appropriate to their age

group.
Medical Examination

A medical form (attached with the application form) should be completed by a doctor, once
enrolment is confirmed.

Notice of Withdrawal

Please note that if a student is withdrawn during the term, the full term"s fee must be paid.
Also no refunds will be given.

Late Admissions

A student may be admitted to AJA - An IB World School at any time during the school year (if
places are available).

Decisions on Admission

After all the admissions procedures have been followed, the application will be considered
and the parents will be informed as soon as possible.

Finance
Application Fee

An application fee of QR500 per student is payable when an application for enrolment is
lodged with the Registrar. This application fee is non-refundable and does not count towards
tuition.

Acceptance Fee

An acceptance fee of QR3,000 per student is due when AJA - An IB World School offers a
place and the place is accepted. In order to be secured, the place offered by AJA - An IB
World School needs to be confirmed by the applicant through payment of the acceptance fee
within ten days of notification. This acceptance fee is non-refundable and does not count
towards tuition.

Tuition Fees

Tuition fees for the following school year are set by the AJA - An IB World School Board in
conjunction with the Principal before 15 March. The fees are divided into three terms and are
payable upon receipt of an invoice. In all cases, the tuition fees for a term which has started
are payable in full. Unless the deadlines for notification of withdrawal are adhered to, the



cancellation of a confirmed enrolment or re-enrolment entails the obligation to pay the fees
for the current and following term. The same payment obligations apply in the event that it is
necessary for the school to terminate the student"s enrolment at any stage during the school
year.

The academic year is divided into three terms:
Autumn Term : September - December
Winter Term : January - March

Spring Term : April - June

Retention Policy

Policy statements

- Retention means a student will repeat his/her current year.
Promotion to the next year at the end of the school year is not automatic.
No student may be retained more than once in their tenure at AJA.
If a student is recommended for retention for a second time in their tenure at the school,
they will be asked not to enrol for the following year.
Where a child for some reason is already older than age appropriate, for that year group,
and they are recommended for retention, they will be asked not to enrol for the following
year.
Retention will be based on academic achievement, not behavior. The term reports will be
the primary indicator of academic achievement.
All achievement data and external bench mark tests, such as the ISA’s, will be used to
triangulate and validate the information synthesised in the report cards. Where
triangulation does not validate the information, more evidence will be sought.
In Years 7-13, students should be present for at least 85% of the possible school days. In
these year levels, attendance and punctuality are required by external organizations in
order to successfully complete the course requirements. Absences beyond 15% may
lead to retention.

Procedures

At the start of term two:
Students will be considered for retention if in:
Primary - a student has the majority of the boxes in the ‘needs assistance’ column
checked in any two of the following subject areas: Literacy, Numeracy, Arabic (for first
language learners), and Essential Skills
Secondary - if a student is consistently under achieving
Where a student has been identified the parents will be written to, met with and notified,
that unless achievement improves retention will take place. At the conclusion of the
meeting a standard form will be signed which outlines the process and confirms the
meeting has taken place.



At the start of term three:
Students will be considered for retention, who were identified at the first report card.
Where there has been little or no improvement the student will be retained.
Other atypical cases may be considered, in extenuating circumstances, who were not
identified earlier in the year (this could be a child who joined AJA part way through the
year).
Where the above criteria are met the class teacher, team leader, appropriate coordinator
and Head of School will meet to consider all the achievement data and will make the final
decision. Formal notice in writing will be given to the parents.

In years 4, 6 or 9
Students, who perform at a level at or below the 15™ Percentile for their grade level on the
ISA test, may not be enrolled for the following year at AJA.
Where the above criteria are met the class teacher, team leader, appropriate coordinator
and Head of School will meet to consider all the achievement data and will make the final
decision.

Academic Honesty Policy

Al Jazeera Academy is committed to academic honesty and will ensure that all students in
the IB Diploma, MYP and PYP programmes are aware of what this entails. We are teaching
all students to understand that work which is submitted on their own must be clearly and
appropriately referenced. It is important to give necessary guidelines as to what this means
and what the consequences will be if any work does not meet this standard.

Academic Dishonesty

Misconduct includes the following:

Obtaining unauthorised access to examination and assessment answer
materials.

Bringing unauthorised materials into the examination room or any
summative or formative assessments in the classroom.

Deriving an answer through the use of a calculator or other means, when
the syllabus,component instructions, assessment criteria specifically
precludes its use.

The actual or attempted involvement with other people when an
examination or test has begun.

Plagiarism or copying from another student.

Plagiarism derived from copying from another text or source which is not
referenced, or which is not the students own work.

Behaving in an inappropriate manner in the examination or test room (e.g.,
behaviour that causes disruption)



Ignoring specific procedures outlined by the invigilator or by the teacher.
Impersonating someone else.

Failing to follow procedures which ensure the security of the examinations
tests and asignments.

Submission of lewd, offensive or insulting content within coursework,
summative or formative scripts or assessments.

Changing academic results.

Submitting another person’s work as if it were the student’s own.

Intellectual property is the personal work of an individual; the work is from the mind or
intellect of the individual. In free societies all persons have the legal right to have their
intellectual property protected and given credit when others use or quote it. The law
protects intellectual property the same way as other properties that can be stolen.

What is plagiarism?

“Submitting as you own work that which is not your own”, this is STEALING someone else’s
intellectual property. This is academic dishonesty and is a serious and punishable offence.

As part of the IB diploma program all work submitted, for both internal and external
assessment, needs to be signed by candidates and by staff to indicate that there is no
evidence of plagiarism. IB will not accept work which has been plagarised. To help
prevent this students are given a training program during extended essay and other subject
lessons to learn correct research skills. AJA will hopefully also subscribe to turnitin.com. A
website which can search through pieces of work submitted and indicate areas which have
been plagarised. Students are expected to use this site before handing in pieces of work
for the final assessment. It is the responsibility of the student to ensure that all work
submitted has been completed honestly.

Responsibility
Student

All students admitted to the Secondary Schools are expected to maintain high standards of
honesty and integrity in all academic work attempted. Each student acknowledges, by the
mere act of turning in work for an assessment, that he or she has honoured the Academic
Honesty Policy. The student is expected to uphold the spirit of this policy both
philosophically and behaviourally in completing all school-related examinations, tests,
quizzes, projects, reports, homework assignments or in-class assignments. No assessment
item is exempt from this policy.

Parent
The parent is expected to adopt the philosophical nature of this policy and uphold the spirit

and prescriptive aspect. Parents are to review the material with their students and
encourage their students to practise academic honesty.



Teacher

The Teacher is expected to set an example on the student by adopting high standards of
honesty and integrity. Teachers are expected to uphold the philosophical nature of this
policy and uphold the spirit and perspective aspect. Teachers are to monitor and guide
students into practicing academic honesty.

Sanctions

Students who demonstrate academic dishonesty will face sanctions in accordance with the
Rewards and Sanctions Policy. This policy recognises there are different attitudes and
behaviours that may lead to a wide range of dishonest action. The level at which the
student enters the Rewards and Sanction Policy will depend upon on the nature of the
dishonest action and the student’s record.

What are the consequences of academic dishonesty?

First time — When the student is caught plagiarising for the first time, he or she must
repeat the assignment or complete an equivalent assignment. A letter will also be sent to
parents and a copy of this will be kept on the students records.

Second time — When a student is caught plagarising for a second time, a parent meeting
will be called with the relevant teaching staff, Boys or Girls Coordinator, IBDP coordinat or
or MYP coordinator and the student. A failing grade will be given for that assignment and
the student will be asked to re write an assignment but on a different topic when this is
possible. The student must also resign from any leadership positions. Again a record of
this will be kept on the student records.

Third time — When a student is caught plagiarising for the third time, an interview process
will be in place with the student, parents, IB coordinators, Pastoral Coordinator and the
Head of Secondary School .The student may be asked to leave Al Jazeeera Academy.

Year 7 - 9 students will have any warnings given erased at the end of each academic year.

Year 10 and 11 students will have any warnings given erased at the end the final Year of
MYP.

Year 12 and 13 students will have any warnings given erased only at the end of their two
year IBDP course.

If even one piece of work can not be submitted due to plagiarism for internal or external
assessment to IB then it will automatically mean a fail for that subject which will result in a
diploma student not been able to receive his or her diploma or an MYP student not
receiving their certificate and will not proceed on to the DP programme.

Al Jazeera Academy, in line with IB recommendations and practice, may submit random or
selected pieces of work to external bodies for verification and evaluation of sources.
Students should be able to submit electronic copies of any work to either the teacher or the
relevant curriculum coordinator for such verification at any time. It is recommended that
students keep all rough notes and drafts that they produce in preparing work for submission
to teachers or examiners in order to be able to defend themselves against charges of
malpractice.



Al Jazeera Academy Secondary School

The students in the secondary school follow a curriculum schedule which is focussed upon
8 subect areas.. The school week is 5 days. School days are Sunday until Thursday.
Weedends are Friday and Saturday. There are six periods per day in a school day and
each lesson is approximately 55 minutes in length. The timetable indicates 1 hour on the
schedule, however 5 minutes is needed for the transitional and mobility period for students
and staff to move around the boys and girls school. Teachers need to move from the boys
school to the girls school and visa versa.

Al Jazeera Academy School Day

Time Session
7.00am-7.10am Registration
7.10am-8.05am Lesson 1
8.05am-9.05am Lesson 2
9.05am-9.25am Break
9.25am-10.25am Lesson 3
10.25am-11.25am Lesson 4
11.25am-11.55am Break (Lunch)
11.55am-12.55pm Lesson 5
12.55pm-1.55pm Lesson 6
2.00pm-3.00pm After School
Activities/Clubs
2.00pm-3.00pm Mondays directed
meeting time for staff

All Year 7-11 students have a 10 minute registration and announcement session at the start
of the day. All MYP students are enrolled in Language A-English, Language A Arabic or
Language B French and or Arabic, Humanities, Mathematics, Sciences, Physical Education,
Arts, Technology, Islamic Studies (If students are not of the Islamic faith they do extra
lessons in the Arts/Technology) and a homeroom lesson.

In Year 7-9 all students follow 5 lessons a week in Language A English. One English lesson
a week during 1 term only is allocated to a library lesson. Since the English lessons are
blocked, classes take turns in using the library for skills lessons whether itisterm 1, 2 or 3.

In Term 3 two English lessons are combined with performing arts (drama) in years 7,8,9.
Students are graded according to the Language A criteria A,B,C and also the Performing Arts
criteria A,B,C,D. Not only does this provide for an interdisciplinary unit, it also covers the
hours for Language A English which does not change in quantity but also the number of



hours for performing arts. By combining 2 lessons a week with English and drama we are
providing more hours in Term 3 allocated to Performing Arts.

It is compulsory by law as stipulated by the Ministry Of Education that all students who are
Qatari nationals must study Arabic. This is also open to our students whose ‘mother tongue’
or who are first language speakers of Arabic. The majority of our students in Years 7,8 and 9
study Language A Arabic. Students have 4 lessons a week in Language A Arabic.

At the same time as indicated in the timetable ,the students who do not follow the Language
A Arabic course who are a minority, follow the Language B courses in French and Arabic in
years 7,8 and 9. They have 2 lessons a week in Language B French and 2 lessons a week in
Language B Arabic.

All students in Years 7,8 and 9 follow an MYP humanities course which combines within an
integrated framework, history, geography and elements of business studies, management
and economics. Students have 3 lessons a week of Humanities. All students in Years 7,8
and 9 follow an MYP sciences course which combines, physics, chemistry and biology.
Students have 4 lessons a week of Sciences. All students in Years 7,8 and 9 follow an MYP
mathematics course which combines, numeracy, mathematics and statistics. Students have
4 |lessons a week of mathematics.

It is compulsory at Al Jazeera Academy that all students who are Qatari nationals and all
students who are Arabic first language speakers who follow the Islamic faith must do Islamic
Studies. Islamic Studies is assigned to 2 lessons during the week. Those students who do
not do Islamic studies have 1 extra lesson every week of Technology and 1 extra lesson a
week of Visual Arts/Performing arts. In order for consistency with assessment recording and
reporting, Islamic Studies follows the assessment criteria for Humanities.

All students follow a course in Visual Arts and modules for Performing Arts in PE (dance) and
in English (drama). For students who study Islamic Studies, they have 2 lessons a week of
Visual Arts. For students who do not study Islamic Studies have 3 lessons a week of Visual
Arts. All students who do not do Islamic Studies therefore have 1 extra lesson a week in the
Arts. In Years 7,8,9 we are developing modules which involves the assessment of criteria for
performing arts. These are embedded within the English Language A curriculum and the PE
curriculum. Combining the two subjects together brings together interdisciplinary units of
work, at the same time assessing students work on a dual basis (English and Performing
Arts for Drama composition) and (PE and Performing Arts for a Dance composition). We see
performing arts as part of cultural studies. These modules are undertaken in term 2 and 3 of
the academic year.

All students in Years 7,8 and 9 follow an MYP Physical Education.Students have 2 lessons a
week of Physical education.

All students in Years 7 to 11 have a homeroom lesson. The homeroom lesson is blocked for
all Year 7-9 and year 10-11 so that an assembly can be held at this time. This period is an
advisory session and an opportunity for teachers and students to form a positive relationship.
The homeroom lesson is an opportunity for students to work collaboratively to develop,plan,
evaluate and reflect on their community and service projects as well as devlelop and reflect
upon their MYP portfolios. Its is also a time for planners to be checked.



Year 7,8,9 Year 10,11(p roposed)
Subject Duration Notes Subject Duration | Notes
Group Group
Language A - | Year Language A - | Year
English (5 Ielf)sons a English 5 Ies)sons a
wee wee
Language A — Arabic iﬁ a Language A — Arabic is a
Arabic Year :)?élsocnrﬁ)gd Arabic Year nationally
OR (5lessonsa | course OR (4lessonsa | prescribed
week) week)
Language B Language B course
French & French
Arabic Arabic
Humanities Year Integrated Humanities Year History
(3lessonsa | History, (4 lessons a | Geography
week) Geography week) Business Studies &
& Economics
Economics
Mathematics | Year Mathematics Year
(4 lessons a (4 lessons a
week) week)
i ! i ic
Science Year Integrated Science Year Physics
(4lessonsa | Sclences (6 lessons a | Chemistry
. week) . week) Biology
Physical Year Physical Year
Education (2 lessons Education (2 lessons a
a week) week)
Technology | Year ?ee;'%rglogy Technology Year
(3 lessons ICT (2 lessons a
a week) week)
Arts — Visual | Year Visual Art Visual OR Year
& Performing | (VA2 Modules in Performing (2 lessons a
fsvseoenki Term2/3 week)
Drama
modules in Dance in
term 2.and 3) | combination
Semester with English
and PE
Islamic Year Homeroom Year
Studies/ (2 lessons (1lesson a
: a week of week)
Is_Iamlc one each)
Hitory
Homeroom Year
(1 lesson a

week)




Assessment & the Middle Years Programme

Assessment in the MYP is an integral part of teaching and learning. Assessment is the
collection of information regarding student progress in relation to identified learning
outcomes. Assessment is essential to allow teachers and students to identify strengths and
weaknesses. The purpose and means of assessment is clearly explained to students.

The following types of assessment are used at Al Jazeera Academy:

1. Diagnostic Assessment - Also called placement assessment, is used to place
students in the appropriate grade level. Teachers also use diagnostic assessment to
find out what students already know about a topic before teaching the unit.

2. Formative Assessment — Ongoing assessment aimed at providing information to
guide teaching and improve student learning.

Formative assessment is not used in calculating a grade for a student.
o Examples of formative assessment include homework, class
participation

3. Summative Assessment — The culminating assessment for a unit of work, designed
to provide information on the student’s achievement level against specific objectives.

Summative assessments are directly based on subject specific criteria.
o Examples of summative assessment include presentation, extended
pieces of writing, tests, research essays, projects, etc.
Formative and summative assessment:

Allows both the student and teacher to assess what the student can do, and how he/she
can use knowledge, concepts and skills.

Measures the application of knowledge, concepts and skills rather than recalling facts
Reflects achievement against criteria for the subject
Involves student participation and reflection.

Provides students an opportunity to analyse their own learning and to recognise what
areas need improvement.

Is based on agreed standards of performance suitable for the grade level. (Year level)

Is informative for students, parents and teachers, and provides direction for further
instruction.

Provides equal opportunities for all students to be successful.

Provides an opportunity for students to take responsibility for their own work, their own
learning and their own actions and reflect upon these actions to make improvement.



Adapted from IBO Principles Into Practice 2007

Assessment Policy At Al Jazeera Academy

1. Student assessment will be both formative and summative and will occur on an ongoing
basis.

2. Diagnostic assessment will be completed to formally assess students and determine the
efficacy of program standards.

3. Appropriate summative assessment will reflect common planning and the development of
common assessments for units of study within each subject area. The same shall apply
for formal summative examinations where they are age appropriate.

4. Summative assessments will be moderated within departments to insure consistency in
grading when there is more than one teacher.

5. Examinations will be conducted in a manner consistent with the 1B regulations. Every
effort will be made to insure students have adequate time for preparation and review.

6. Whenever possible, no student shall write more than two formal examinations in one day.

7. Student assessments should reflect a variety of measures that give balance to the
summative assessment (tests, essays, presentations etc.) consistent with the criteria
established for each subject.

8. Student assessment will be completed according to explicit criteria established at the
beginning of each unit of study and assessed using published rubrics.

9. PYP and MYP students will be assessed academically as well as in terms of the Learner
Profile or ATL skills as appropriate.

10.Reporting of student assessment will be completed using a report card consistent with the
aims of the PYP, the MYP and the DP.

11.Formal reports will be issued to parents at the end of each term and will be followed by a
student led, parent-teacher or three-way conference.

12. Assessment and reporting will meet the requirements of the Supreme Education Council
of Qatar.

13. Grading of students will be completed to recognise and reward exemplary performance,
determine subject distinctions, honour lists, and scholarship recipients as appropriate.

14.Reports and/or transcripts of student grades will be retained at the school in both
electronic and hard copy format and will be available to students upon graduation or
transferring schools upon request for a nominal fee.

15. Culminating activities, the exhibition in PYP, the Personal Project in the MYP, and the
Extended Essay in the DP, will be completed by all students.



Reporting to Parents

Middle Years Programme Assessment Criteria

Students will be assessed in eight MYP subject areas in Years 7-11. Each subject area has
specific criteria to be assessed. Below are the subject groups and the associated
assessment criteria. Students are assessed against the work that is produced using clearly
explained rubrics. Since the MYP is student centred, students are not assessed against work
produced by other students.

ARTS (Visual Arts, Performing A rts/Dance & Drama )

Marks for each criteria

Criteria A Knowledge & Understanding Maximum 8
Criteria B Application Maximum 10
Criteria C Reflection & Evaluation Maximum 8
Criteria D Personal engagement Maximum 8
HUMANITIES Marks for each criteria
Criteria A Knowledge Maximum 10
Criteria B Concepts Maximum 10
Criteria C Skills Maximum10
Criteria D Organisation & Presentation Maximum 8
LANGUAGE A Marks for each criteria
Criteria A Content (receptive and productive) Maximum10
Criteria B Organisation Maximum 10
Criteria C Style & Language Mechanics Maximum 10
LANGUAGE B Foundation & Standard (Arabic B & Frenc h B) Marks for each criteria
Criteria A Speaking & Listening /Oral Communication Maximum 8
Criteria B Speaking Language /Oral Communication Maximum 8
Criteria C Writing Message & Organisation Maximum 8
Criteria D Writing Language Maximum 8
Criteria E Reading Comprehension Maximum 16
MATHEMATICS Marks for each criteria
Criteria A Knowledge & Understanding Maximum 8
Criteria B Investigating Patterns Maximum 8
Criteria C Communication in Mathematics Maximum 6
Criteria D Reflection in Mathematics Maximum 6

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Marks for each criteria

Criteria A Use of Knowledge Maximum 8
Criteria B Movement Composition Maximum 6
Criteria C Performance Maximum 10
Criteria D Social Skills & Personal Engagement Maximum 8
SCIENCES Marks for each criteria
Criteria A One World Maximum 6
Criteria B Communication in Science Maximum 6
Criteria C Knowledge & Understanding of Science Maximum 6
Criteria D Scientific Inquiry Maximum 6
Criteria E Processing Data Maximum 6
Criteria F Attitudes In  Science Maximum 6
TECHNOLOGY (ICT & Design Technology) Marks for each criteria
Criteria A Investigate Maximum 6
Criteria B Design Maximum 6
Criteria C Plan Maximum 6
Criteria D Create Maximum 6
Criteria E Evaluate Maximum 6
Criteria F Attitudes In Technology Maximum 6




Academic Reporting

There are three reporting periods at Al Jazeera Academy: Term 1, Term 2 and Term 3. The
Term 1 and Term 3 report is a progress update using subject specific criteria and the
appropriate numerical values provided by the IBO to provide information to students and
parents as to how well students are generally meeting the expectations of the course. The
Term 1 and 3 report also provide information on what the students are studying . The Term 2
report is a full report not only showing the subject specific criteria and appropriate numericsal
values provided by the IBO but also contains personal statements written by the teacher.
Students receive a final grade only at the completion of the course. The final grade is
indicative of the student’s best sustained performance in the course.

General Grade Descriptors

At the end of a course , students are assigned a final 1-7 grade. 1-7 grades will be included
on all three reports in the year as an indicator of individual progression for each subject.
However Term 3 report will have the final yearly grade for each subject area. Final 1-7
grades are broad grade descriptors that provide information about the skills and knowledge
mastered by a student.

The student always produces work of an excellent qu ality by fully meeting specific subject

criteria. A consistent and thorough understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and the ability to
apply them almost faultlessly in a wide variety of situations. Consistent evidence of analysis, synthesis
and evaluation where appropriate. The student consistently demonstrates originality and insight and
always produces work of high quality.

Grade 7

The student always produces work of high quality an d meets subject specific criteria. A consistent
and thorough understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and the ability to apply them in a wide
variety of situations. Consistent evidence of analysis, synthesis and evaluation where appropriate. The
student generally demonstrates originality and insight.

Grade 6

The student usually produces work of a high quality and meets most specific subject criteria. A
consistent and thorough understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and the ability to apply
them in a variety of situations. The student generally shows evidence of analysis, synthesis and
evaluation where appropriate and occasionally demonstrates originality and insight.

Grade 5

The student usually produces work of a satisfactory quality and meets some of the specific
subject criteria. A good general understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and the ability to
apply them effectively in normal situations. there is occasional evidence of the skills of analysis,
synthesis and evaluation.

Grade 4

The student produces work of an inconsistent qualit y but there is some attempt at meeting

specific subject criteria.  Limited achievement against most of the objectives, or clear difficulties in
some areas. The student demonstrates a limited understanding of the required knowledge and skills and
is only able to apply them fully in normal situations with support.

Grade 3

The student generally produces work of poor quality and does not meet specific subject criteria.
Very Limited achievement against objectives. The student has difficulty in understanding the required
knowledge and skills, and is unable to apply them fully in normal situations, even with support.

Grade 2

Grade 1 None of the standards above has been reached.




Subject Specific Grade Boundaries

The IBO grade boundaries will be used to determine
The following page provides an explanation as to ho

MYP Grade Boundaries

a final 1-7 grade in each subject.
w grades are calculated.

Language A Language B Humanities Sciences
Grade | Boundaries Grade || Boundaries Grade || Boundaries Grade | Boundaries
1 0-4 0-8 1 0-7 1 0-5
2 5-9 9-16 2 8-12 2 6-11
3 10-14 17-23 3 13-18 3 12-18
4 15-19 24-30 4 19-23 4 19-24
5 20-23 31-36 5 24-28 5 25-28
6 24-27 37-42 6 29-33 6 29-32
7 28-30 43-48 7 34-38 7 33-36
Mathematics Arts Physical Education Technology
Grade | Boundaries Grade | Boundaries Grade | Boundaries Grade | Boundaries
1 0-4 0-6 1 0-5 0-5
2 5-8 7-10 2 6-10 6-9
3 9-12 11-14 3 11-15 10-15
4 13-17 15-21 4 16-20 16-21
5 18-21 22-25 5 21-24 22-26
6 22-25 26-29 6 25-28 27-31
7 26-28 30-34 7 29-32 32-36




Non Academic Reporting

We believe at Al Jazeera Academy that student success is also a result of a number of
different factors. Attendance, arriving to school on time, punctuality to class, good class
behaviour, class patrticipation, proper homework completion, organisation, time management,
effort, positive attitude to work and to school and a willingness to learn are all factors in
student academic performance. As a result the student report card includes grades in the
following areas of Approaches To Learning: Behaviour, Effort, Punctuality, Attitude to
learning and Cooperation.The grade for each area is based on a rubric that has been
developed by the school and is designed to provide further information on student
performance.

Behaviour, Effort, Punctuality, Attitude To Learnin g and Cooperation

In addition to reporting on subject-specific criteria a behaviour grade will be assigned for
each subject. The behaviour grade is based on the teacher’s professional observation of the

student. To progress to a higher level the student must meet both of the criteria in the
previous level.

Grade Descriptor

NI The student has demonstrated consistantly inappropriate behaviour in class.
Needs The student has demonstrated very little effort in class.

Improvement The student is always late to class .

The student has demonstrated a consisitently negative attitude to learning

The student does not cooperate with others.

. Overall the student....

Behaves in a way that hinders the learning process for themselves and others.

Shows little or no interest in the work and/or often fails to meet deadlines

Immediate Action needs to be taken to improve ones own attitude to learning in order to make progress

AE The student has demonstrated inconsistent behaviour in class but is making an attempt to improve..
Approaching The student has demonstrated an inconsistent effort in class.

Expectations The student is sometimes late to class.

The student has demonstrated inconsistent attitude to learning

The student sometimes cooperates with others effectively

Overall the student...

Is easily distracted at times from his/her work and easily distracts others

The student can work well on their own, away from distracting others

The student is making an effort to change his/her behaviour and has shown evidence of beginning to
respond in a positive manner

Sometimes shows interest in the work and/or misses deadlines.

ME
Meets
Expectations

The student usually behaves in an appropriate manner

The student makes an effort in his/her work.

The student has demonstrated being punctual most of the time
The student has demonstrated good attitude to learning

The student cooperates with others.

The student is usually working to the best of his/her ability. Overall the student...
Overall the student...

Behaves well and contributes when possible.

Ensures work is done in accordance with deadlines

Behaves appropriately in class.

Meets expectations with an appropriate behaviour ethos

EE
Exceeds
Expectations

The student has demonstrated being consistently excellent with their behaviour

The student is consistently working to the best of his/her ability. Effort is excellent
The student is consistently punctual to lessons

The student has demonstrated excellent attitude to learning

The student always cooperates with others in an effective, caring and supportive way.
Overall the student...

Participates positively in lessons and makes valuable contributions

Is extremely interested in the work and consistently meets deadlines

Behaves excellently in class and is a model to others.




A student is enrolled in the following courses and his/her best sustained performance is
recorded as “Student Grade”.

ARTS
ARTS (Visual Arts, Performing Arts/Dance & Drama) Marks for each crit eria | Student marks
Criteria A Knowledge & Understanding Maximum 8 6
Criteria B Application Maximum 10 8
Criteria C Reflection & Evaluation Maximum 8 7
Criteria D Personal engagement Maximum 8 7
Total out of 34 28
Boundaries Final Grade
(based on (2-7)
criteria)
0-6 1
7-10 2
11-14 3
15-21 4
22-25 5 <
26-29 6
30-34 7

The student would receive a final grade of 6 in this course. Overall, student achievement can
be summarized as.....

The student always produces work of high quality an d meets subject specific criteria. A consistent
Grade 6 and thorough understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and the ability to apply them in a wide
variety of situations. Consistent evidence of analysis, synthesis and evaluation where appropriate. The
student generally demonstrates originality and insight.
HUMANITIES
HUMANITIES Marks for each criteria Student marks
Criteria A Knowledge Maximum 10 6
Criteria B Concepts Maximum 10 6
Criteria C Skills Maximum 10 6
Criteria D Organisatio n & Presentation Maximum 8 5
Total out of 38 23
Boundaries Final Grade
(based on (1-7)
criteria)
0-7 1
8-12 2
13-18 3
19-23 4
24-28 5
29-33 6
34-38 7

The student would receive a final grade of 4 in this course. Overall, student achievement can
be summarized as.....

Grade 4

The student usually produces work of a satisfactory

quality and meets some of the specific

subject criteria. A good general understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and the ability to
apply them effectively in normal situations. there is occasional evidence of the skills of analysis,

synthesis and evaluation.




LANGUAGE A

LANGUAGE A

Marks for each criteria

Student marks

Criteria A

Content (receptive and productive)

Maximum 10

2

Criteria B

Organisation

Maximum 10

4

Criteria C

Style & Language Mechanics

Maximum 10

6

Total out of 30

13

Boundaries
(based on
criteria)

Final Grade
(1-7)

0-4

5-9

10-14

15-19

20-23

24-27

28-30

N[OOI WIN|F

The student would receive a final grade of 4 in this course. Overall, student achievement can
be summarized as.....

The student produces work of an inconsistent qualit

y but there is some attempt at meeting

Grade 3 specific subject criteria.  Limited achievement against most of the objectives, or clear difficulties in
some areas. The student demonstrates a limited understanding of the required knowledge and skills and
is only able to apply them fully in normal situations with support.

LANGUAGE B

LANGUAGE B Foundation (Arabic B)

Marks for eac h criteria

Student marks

Criteria A Speaking & Listening Maximum 8 6
Criteria B Speaking Language Maximum 8 7
Criteria C Writing Message & Organisation Maximum 8 8
Criteria D Writing Language Maximum 8 5
Criteria E Reading Comprehension Maximum 16 15
Total out of 48 41
Boundaries Final Grade
(based on (1-7)
criteria)
0-8 1
9-16 2
17-23 3
24-30 4
31-36 5
37-42 6
43-48 7

The student would receive a final grade of 6 in this course. Overall, student achievement can
be summarized as.....

Grade 6

The student always produces work of high quality an
and thorough understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and the ability to apply them in a wide
variety of situations. Consistent evidence of analysis, synthesis and evaluation where appropriate. The

student generally demonstrates originality and insight.

d meets subject specific criteria.

A consistent




MATHEMATICS

MATHEMATICS

Marks for each criteria

Student marks

Criteria A Knowledge & Understanding

Maximum 8

8

Criteria B Investigating Patterns

Maximum 8

7

Criteria C Communication in Mathematics

Maximum 6

5

Criteria D Reflection in Mathematics

Maximum 6

6

Total out of 28

26

Boundaries Final Grade
(based on 2-7)

criteria)

0-4

5-8
9-12
13-17
18-21
22-25
26-28

N[OOI~ WINEF

The student would receive a final grade of 6 in this course. Overall, student achievement

can be summarized as.....

Grade 7

always produces work of high quality.

The student always produces work of an excellent qu
criteria. A consistent and thorough understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and the ability to
apply them almost faultlessly in a wide variety of situations. Consistent evidence of analysis, synthesis
and evaluation where appropriate. The student consistently demonstrates originality and insight and

ality by fully meeting specific subject

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Marks for each criteria

Student marks

Criteria A Use of Knowledge

Maximum 8

6

Criteria B Movement Composition

Maximum 6

3

Criteria C Performance

Maximum 10

6

Criteria D Social Skills & Personal Engagement

Maximum 8

6

Total out of 28

21

Boundaries Final Grade
(based on 2-7)
criteria)
0-5
6-10
11-15
16-20
21-24
25-28
29-32

N OO~ WNEF

The student would receive a final grade of 6 in this course. Overall, student achievement

can be summarized as.....

Grade 5

The student usually produces work of a high quality
consistent and thorough understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and the ability to apply
them in a variety of situations. The student generally shows evidence of analysis, synthesis and

evaluation where appropriate and occasionally demonstrates originality and insight.

and meets most specific subject criteria.

A




SCIENCES

SCIENCES Marks for each criteria Student marks
Criteria A One World Maximum 6 3
Criteria B Communication in Science Maximum 6 4
Criteria C Knowledge & Understanding of Maximum 6 3
Science
Criteria D Scientific Inquiry Maximum 6 4
Criteria E Proce ssing Data Maximum 6 3
Criteria F Attitudes In Science Maximum 6 4
Total out of 36 21
Boundaries Final Grade
(based on a-7)
criteria)
0-5 1
6-11 2
12-18 3
19-24 4
25-28 5
29-32 6
33-36 7

The student would receive a final grade of 4 in this course. Overall, student achievement can
be summarized as.....

The student usually produces work of a satisfactory quality and meets some of the specific
Grade 4 subject criteria. A good general understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and the ability to
apply them effectively in normal situations. there is occasional evidence of the skills of analysis,
synthesis and evaluation.
TECHNOLOGY
TECHNOLOGY (DT & ICT) Marks for each criteria Student marks
Criteria A Investigate Maximum 6 2
Criteria B Design Maximum 6 2
Criteria C Plan Maximum 6 3
Criteria D Create Maximum 6 4
Criteria E Evaluate Maximum 6 2
Criteria F Attitudes In Technology Maximum 6 1
Total out of 36 14
Boundaries Final Grade
(based on 2-7)
criteria)
0-5 1
6-9 2
10-15 3
16-21 4
22-26 5
27-31 6
32-36 7

The student would receive a final grade of 4 in this course. Overall, student achievement can
be summarized as.....

Grade 3

The student produces work of an inconsistent qualit y but there is some attempt at meeting

specific subject criteria.  Limited achievement against most of the objectives, or clear difficulties in
some areas. The student demonstrates a limited understanding of the required knowledge and skills and
is only able to apply them fully in normal situations with support.




Reporting MYP

Approaches to learning

target areas.
EE ....... Exceeds Expectations

ME ...... Meets Expectations

AE...... Approaching Expectations

NI....... Needs Improving

NA — Not Assessed

Sciences \ [MYP GRADE - 4
Assessment Criteria IMark ATL [Mark Comment / \
A) One World/6 3 |Behaviour [EE In TERM 3 this section wil
B) Communi cation in Science/6 5 [Effort AE personal report written by th
teacher.
C) Knowledge and understanding/ 4 Attitude AE
6 In TERM 1 & TERM
D)Scientific Inquiry/6 4 Cooperation [ME will have a generic
stating what stude
E) Processing Data/6 3 |Punctuality NI learning in their s
F) Attitudes In Science/6 3

>

51



Reporting the Personal Project

For the first intake MYP students in Year 10 during the 2010-2011 academic year. For the
first and second report card, the student will be assigned a progress indicator by his/her
Personal Project supervisor. On the third report card, the student will be assigned a final
achievement level by a team of MYP teachers, based on the criteria set out in the Personal
Project Guide.

In order to qualify for the MYP certificate, a student must achieve a minimum of 3 on the
Personal Project. A failing grade on the Personal Project will be counted towards the
overall number of failures when determining whether a student needs to be retained. A falil
on the Personal Project is defined by the IBO as an achievement level of less than 3.

Reporting the Community and Service Programme

Students from years 7-10 will complete one Community and Service Project per term, as
outlined in the “Community and Service Programme Handbook and Student Handbook”.
The projects will be assessed, according to the rubric provided in the “Student Booklet”, by
the homeroom/advisory teacher.

The student’s overall MYP achievement level for each project will be recorded on the
student’s report card in terms 2 and 3. In addition, there will be an overall indicator of
whether or not the student has passed or failed the requirement for that year. Meeting the
school’s requirement is defined as having received a minimum achievement level of 3 in
both of the projects.

Failure to complete the Community and Service projects requirement is considered here at
Al Jazeera Academy as a failure in a subject. Failure of a project is defined as receiving a
0, 1 or 2 achievement level on the rubric. A failing achievement level in either of the two
projects will be counted towards the total number of failures that are used to determine
whether a student needs to be retained.



Frequently Asked Questions

While every attempt has been made to provide a comprehensive insight into Al Jazeera
Academy, we realise that students and parents may have additional questions and concerns.
Below are commonly asked questions and answers about the MYP. If, after reading through
the questions and answers you still have not received an adequate answer please contact
the school. We are here to help.

Why is the Al Jazeera Academy a Middle Years Progra mme (MYP) School?

The MYP looks at educating the individual student and the programme is in alignment with
best practices in education surrounding teaching and learning. In addition, Al Jazeera
Academy has been offering the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme to
students since 2004 and believe that with the addition of the MYP and the Primary Years
Programme (PYP) the school will be alligned thus improving the school.

Is criteria-referenced assessment the best waytoa  ssess student learning?

Yes. Students know exactly what is required of them on assignments have the opportunity to
reach the highest level of achievement. Sharing assessment for learning will bring a postive
aspect to the students education

What's wrong with the “previous way” of reporting t 0 parents using percentages and
letter grades? Reporting student achievement using percentages and letter grades does not
blend itself with the philosophy of the MYP. The MYP report card provides more information
on student learning than reporting a letter grade or percentage.

How come my son/daughters report card has six diffe rent criteria for technology?

All subjects have a different number of criteria to be reported on. Reporting on specific
criteria provides a detailed analysis of academic achievement and provides areas where
improvement may be required.

Are teachers still giving tests to students? Yes, tests are still being given to assess
student learning.

| have heard that the MYP makes the students do the  work without any help from the
teacher. Is this true? Absolutely not. In fact, the MYP allows teachers to become more
involved in student learning.

Why are some criteria (1-6), some (1-8) and some (1 -10)? The assessment criteria are
standard for all MYP schools and are set by the IBO. Some subjects have different maximum
values for criterion. This indicates how each criterion is weighted within the subject.

Can any student enroll in an IB Program?  Only students enrolled in an IBO authorised
school may participate in an IB programme. Students enrolled at AJA will participate in the
Middle Years Program.

What are the unique characteristics of the MYP? It is a challenging programme of
instruction that embraces international education and rigorous assessment. All of the major
disciplines are studied including languages, humanities, sciences, mathematics, arts,
technology and physical education. It seeks to provide students with an international
perspective by informing them of the experiences of people and cultures throughout the
world. It also fosters a commitment to help others and to act as a responsible member of the
community at the local, national and international levels.



Do MYP students have to pass special exams? There are no external IB examinations in
the Middle Years Programme. The MYP prepares students for the IBDP.

Do students get special recognition for participati ng in a Middle Years Program?
Students that complete the programme will receive an official MYP Certificate.

Is there a penalty if my child does not enter the M YP program in Year 77
Students may enter MYP at any point in Year 7 through to Year 11 but students who enter in
Year 11 will not be eligible to complete the full requirements to earn the MYP certificate or
complete the personal project.

Is special training required for staff? Yes, core teams of teachers from each subject area
must attend MYP teacher training. Additional training is provided by the schools MYP
Coordinator and opportunities for online and local as well as overseas workshops for MYP
teachers are available to staff in order to facilitate their professional development.

What is the timeframe for becoming an authorised 1B MYP school?
The anticipated implementation of achieving full authorization for IB MYP is three years.

How will the MYP approach to teaching/learning impa  ct students? The MYP curricular
framework helps students develop critical thinking skills, work independently and
collaboratively and to take a discipline approach to studying.

What are the areas of interaction and why are they important? There are five broad
areas known as the areas of interaction that give MYP its distinctiveness: Approaches to
learning, Community and Service, Human Ingenuity (man’s creative genius), environments,
and health and social education. They are common perspectives that provide a framework
for learning across all the disciplines.

Is the Middle Years Program designed only for high performing students?
The programme is designed to meet the needs of all students, including students with special
needs.

How does a student earn an MYP Certificate? To earn the MYP Certificate, students must
be enrolled in the MYP program at least during Year 10 and 11, complete 20 hours of
community service each year of Year 10 and 11, complete the personal project, and perform
satisfactorily on the Year 11 assessments in each subject area.

What about students that do not earn the MYP Certif icate? They will benefit from best
practice instruction and high expectations in their classes. Research shows that students in
this type of learning environment achieve more.

What is the Personal Project? In the final year of the MYP programme (Year 11), each
student completes a personal project representing a significant piece of work that is the
product of the student’s own initiative and creativity.Each project must reflect a personal
understanding of the areas of interaction. Students apply the skills acquired through one of
these areas as well as approaches to learning.Students are expected to self-select their
project, which may take many forms, and take the process through to completion under the
supervision of a teacher in the school. The process includes: planning, research, and a high
degree of personal reflection. The personal project is assessed internally by teachers against
a set of IB assessment criteria.
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