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Assessment & the Middle Years Programme 
 

Assessment in the MYP is an integral part of teaching and learning. Assessment is the 
collection of information regarding student progress in relation to identified learning 
outcomes. Assessment is essential to allow teachers and students to identify strengths and 
weaknesses. The purpose and means of assessment is clearly explained to students.  

 
The following types of assessment are used at Al Jazeera Academy: 
 

1. Diagnostic Assessment  - Also called placement assessment, is used to place 
students in the appropriate grade level. Teachers also use diagnostic assessment to 
find out what students already know about a topic before teaching the unit. 

 
2. Formative Assessment  – Ongoing assessment aimed at providing information to 

guide teaching and improve student learning.  
�  Formative assessment is not used in calculating a grade for a student. 

o Examples of formative  assessment include homework, class 
participation 

 
3. Summative Assessment  – The culminating assessment for a unit of work, designed 

to provide information on the student’s achievement level against specific objectives.  
�  Summative assessments are directly based on subject specific criteria. 

o Examples of summative assessment include presentation, extended 
pieces of writing, tests, research essays, projects, etc.  

 
 
Formative and summative assessment: 
 

�  Allows both the student and teacher to assess what the student can do, and how he/she 
can use knowledge, concepts and skills. 

 
�  Measures the application of knowledge, concepts and skills rather than recalling facts 

 
�  Reflects achievement against criteria for the subject 

 
�  Involves student participation and reflection. 

 
�  Provides students an opportunity to analyse their own learning and to recognise what 

areas need improvement. 
 

�  Is based on agreed standards of performance suitable for the grade level. (Year level) 
 

�  Is informative for students, parents and teachers, and provides direction for further 
instruction. 

 
�  Provides equal opportunities for all students to be successful. 

 
�  Provides an opportunity for students to take responsibility for their own work, their own 

learning and their own actions and reflect upon these actions to make improvement. 
 

Adapted from IBO Principles Into Practice 2007 
 
 



Assessment Policy At Al Jazeera Academy 
 
1. Student assessment will be both formative and summative and will occur on an ongoing   
      basis. 
 
2.  Diagnostic assessment will be completed to formally assess students and determine the   
      efficacy of program standards. 
 
3. Appropriate summative assessment will reflect common planning and the development of     
      common assessments for units of study within each subject area. The same shall apply   
      for formal summative examinations where they are age appropriate.    
 
4. Summative assessments will be moderated within departments to insure consistency in   
      grading when there is more than one teacher. 
 
5. Examinations will be conducted in a manner consistent with the IB regulations. Every   
      effort will be made to insure students have adequate time for preparation and review.  
 
6. Whenever possible, no student shall write more than two formal examinations in one day.  
 
7. Student assessments should reflect a variety of measures that give balance to the   

           summative assessment (tests, essays, presentations etc.) consistent with the criteria   
           established for each subject. 

 
8. Student assessment will be completed according to explicit criteria established at the   
      beginning of each unit of study and assessed using published rubrics. 
 
9. PYP and MYP students will be assessed academically as well as in terms of the Learner   
      Profile or ATL skills as appropriate.  
 
10. Reporting of student assessment will be completed using a report card consistent with the   
     aims of the PYP, the MYP and the DP. 
 
11. Formal reports will be issued to parents at the end of each term and will be followed by a   
     student led, parent-teacher or three-way conference. 
 
12. Assessment and reporting will meet the requirements of the Supreme Education Council   
      of Qatar. 
 
13. Grading of students will be completed to recognise and reward exemplary performance,   
      determine subject distinctions, honour lists, and scholarship recipients as appropriate. 
 
14. Reports and/or transcripts of student grades will be retained at the school in both   
      electronic and hard copy format and will be available to students upon graduation or   
      transferring schools upon request for a nominal fee. 
 
15. Culminating activities, the exhibition in PYP, the Personal Project in the MYP, and the   
      Extended Essay in the DP, will be completed by all students. 
 
 
 
 
 



Reporting to Parents 
�

Middle Years Programme Assessment Criteria 
Students will be assessed in eight MYP subject areas in Years 7-11. Each subject area has 
specific criteria to be assessed. Below are the subject groups and the associated 
assessment criteria. Students are assessed against the work that is produced using clearly 
explained rubrics. Since the MYP is student centred, students are not assessed against work 
produced by other students.  

�
      ARTS (Visual Arts, Performing A rts/Dance & Drama ) Marks for each criteria 

Criteria A Knowledge & Understanding Maximum 8 
Criteria B Application Maximum 10 
Criteria C Reflection & Evaluation Maximum 8 
Criteria D Personal engagement Maximum 8 

�
      HUMANITIES    Marks for each criteria 

Criteria A Knowledge  Maximum 10 
Criteria B Concepts Maximum 10 
Criteria C Skills Maximum10 
Criteria D Organisation & Presentation Maximum 8 

�
      LANGUAGE A Marks for each criteria 

Criteria A Content (receptive and productive) Maximum10 
Criteria B Organisation   Maximum 10 
Criteria C Style & Language Mechanics Maximum 10 

�
      LANGUAGE B Foundation  & Standard (Arabic B & French B) Marks for each criteria 

Criteria A Speaking & Listening /Oral Communication  Maximu m 8 
Criteria B Speaking Language /Oral Communication Maximum 8 
Criteria C Writing Message & Organisation Maximum 8 
Criteria D Writing Language Maximum 8 
Criteria E Reading Comprehension Maximum 16 

�
   MATHEMATICS Marks for each criteria 

Criteria A Kno wledge & Understanding Maximum 8 
Criteria B Investigating Patterns Maximum 8 
Criteria C Communication in Mathematics Maximum 6 
Criteria D Reflection in Mathematics Maximum 6 

�
   PHYSICAL EDUCATION Marks for each criteria 

Criteria A Use of Knowledge Maximum 8 
Criteria B Movement Composition Maximum 6 
Criteria C Performance Maximum 10 
Criteria D Social Skills & Personal Engagement Maximum 8 

�
   SCIENCES Marks for each criteria 

Criteria A One World Maximum 6 
Criteria B Communication in Science Maxim um 6 
Criteria C Knowledge & Understanding of Science Maximum 6 
Criteria D Scientific Inquiry Maximum 6 
Criteria E Processing Data Maximum 6 
Criteria F Attitudes In Science Maximum 6 

�
   TECHNOLOGY (ICT & Design Technology) Marks for each criteria 

Cri teria A Investigate Maximum 6 
Criteria B Design Maximum 6 
Criteria C Plan Maximum 6 
Criteria D Create Maximum 6 
Criteria E Evaluate Maximum 6 
Criteria F Attitudes In Technology Maximum 6 

 
 
 



Academic Reporting  
There are three reporting periods at Al Jazeera Academy: Term 1, Term 2 and Term 3. The 
Term 1 and Term 3 report is a progress update using subject specific criteria and the 
appropriate numerical values provided by the IBO to provide information to students and 
parents as to how well students are generally meeting the expectations of the course. The 
Term 1 and 3 report also provide information on what the students are studying  . The Term 2 
report is a full report not only showing the subject specific criteria and appropriate numericsal 
values provided by the IBO but also contains personal statements written by the teacher. 
Students receive a final grade only at the completion of the course. The final grade is 
indicative of the student’s best sustained performance in the course.  

�
General Grade Descriptors 

At the end of a course , students are assigned a final 1-7 grade.  1-7 grades will be included 
on all three reports in the year as an indicator of individual progression for each subject. 
However Term 3 report will have the final yearly grade for each subject area. Final 1-7 
grades are broad grade descriptors that provide information about the skills and knowledge 
mastered by a student.  

 
 
 

Grade 7 

 

The student always produces work of an excellent qu ality by fully meeting specific subject 
criteria. A consistent and thorough understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and the ability to 
apply them almost faultlessly in a wide variety of situations. Consistent evidence of analysis, synthesis 
and evaluation where appropriate. The student consistently demonstrates originality and insight and 
always produces work of high quality. 

 
 
 

Grade 6 
 
 

 

The student always produces work of high quality an d meets subject specific criteria. A consistent 
and thorough understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and the ability to apply them in a wide 
variety of situations. Consistent evidence of analysis, synthesis and evaluation where appropriate. The 
student generally demonstrates originality and insight. 

 
 
 

Grade 5 

 

The student usually produces work of a high quality  and meets most specific subject criteria. A 
consistent and thorough understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and the ability to apply 
them in a variety of situations. The student generally shows evidence of analysis, synthesis and 
evaluation where appropriate and occasionally demonstrates originality and insight. 

 
 
 

Grade 4 

 

The student usually produces work of a satisfactory  quality and meets some of the specific 
subject criteria. A good general understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and the ability to 
apply them effectively in normal situations. there is occasional evidence of the skills of analysis, 
synthesis and evaluation. 

 
 
 

Grade 3 

 

The student produces work of an inconsistent qualit y but there is some attempt at meeting 
specific subject criteria. Limited achievement against most of the objectives, or clear difficulties in 
some areas. The student demonstrates a limited understanding of the required knowledge and skills and 
is only able to apply them fully in normal situations with support. 

 
 
 

Grade 2 

 

The student generally produces work of poor quality  and does not meet specific subject criteria. 
Very Limited achievement against objectives. The student has difficulty in understanding the required 
knowledge and skills, and is unable to apply them fully in normal situations, even with support. 

 
Grade 1 

 

 
None of the standards above has been reached. 

 



Subject Specific Grade Boundaries 
�
The IBO grade boundaries will be used to determine a final 1-7 grade in each subject. 
The following page provides an explanation as to ho w grades are calculated. 

MYP Grade Boundaries   

Language A  

Grade  Boundaries  

1  0-4  

2  5-9  

3  10-14  

4  15-19  

5  20-23  

6  24-27  

7  28-30  
 

Language B  

Grade  Boundaries  

1  0-8  

2  9-16  

3  17-23  

4  24-30  

5  31-36  

6  37-42  

7  43-48  
 

Humanities  

Grade  Boundaries  

1  0-7  

2  8-12  

3  13-18  

4  19-23  

5  24-28  

6  29-33  

7  34-38  
 

Sciences  

Grade  Boundaries 

1  0-5  

2  6-11  

3  12-18  

4  19-24  

5  25-28  

6  29-32  

7  33-36  
 

 

 

Mathematics  

Grade  Boundaries  

1  0-4  

 2  5-8  

3  9-12  

4  13-17  

5  18-21  

6  22-25  

7  26-28  
 

Arts  

Grade  Boundaries  

1  0-6  

2  7-10  

3  11-14  

4  15-21  

5  22-25  

6  26-29  

7  30-34  
 

Physical Education  

Grade  Boundaries  

1  0-5  

2  6-10  

3  11-15  

4  16-20  

5  21-24  

6  25-28  

7  29-32  
 

Technology  

Grade  Boundaries  

1  0-5  

2  6-9  

3  10-15  

4  16-21  

5  22-26  

6  27-31  

7  32-36  
 

 
     
 
 
 



     Non Academic Reporting 
 

We believe at Al Jazeera Academy that student success is also a  result of a number of 
different factors. Attendance, arriving to school on time, punctuality to class, good class 
behaviour, class participation, proper homework completion, organisation, time management, 
effort, positive attitude to work and to school and a willingness to learn are all factors in 
student academic performance. As a result the student report card includes grades in the 
following areas of Approaches To Learning: Behaviour, Effort, Punctuality, Attitude to 
learning and Cooperation.The grade for each area is based on a rubric that has been 
developed by the school and is designed to provide further information on student 
performance. 
 
Behaviour, Effort, Punctuality, Attitude To Learnin g and Cooperation 

�
In addition to reporting on subject-specific criteria  a behaviour grade will be assigned for 
each subject. The behaviour grade is based on the teacher’s professional observation of the 
student. To progress to a higher level the student must meet both of the criteria in the 
previous level. 

�
Grade Descriptor  
NI 
Needs 
Improvement 

The student has demonstrated consistantly inappropriate  behaviour  in class.  
The student has demonstrated  very little  effort  in class. 
The student is always  late to class . 
The student has demonstrated a consisitently negative  attitude to learning 
The student does not  cooperate with others. 
. Overall the student…. 
Behaves in a way that hinders the learning process for themselves and others. 
Shows little or no interest in the work and/or often fails to meet deadlines  
Immediate Action needs to be taken to improve ones own attitude to learning in order to make progress 

AE 
Approaching 
Expectations 

The student has demonstrated inconsistent  behaviour in class but is making an attempt to improve.. 
The student has demonstrated an inconsistent  effort in class. 
The student is sometimes  late to class. 
The student has demonstrated inconsistent  attitude to learning 
The student sometimes  cooperates with others effectively 
Overall the student… 
Is easily distracted at times from his/her work and easily distracts others 
The student can work well on their own, away from distracting others 
The student is making an effort to change his/her behaviour and has shown evidence of beginning to 
respond in a positive manner 
Sometimes shows interest in the work and/or misses deadlines. 

ME 
Meets 
Expectations 

The student usually  behaves in an appropriate manner  
The student makes  an effort in his/her work. 
The student has demonstrated being punctual most of the time 
The student has demonstrated good attitude to learning 
The student cooperates  with others. 
The student is usually  working to the best of his/her ability. Overall the student… 
Overall the student… 
Behaves well and contributes when possible. 
Ensures work is done in accordance with deadlines 
Behaves appropriately in class. 
Meets expectations with an appropriate behaviour ethos 

 
EE 
Exceeds 
Expectations 

The student has demonstrated being consistently  excellent with their behaviour  
The student is consistently  working to the best of his/her ability. Effort is excellent 
The student is consistently punctual to lessons  
The student has demonstrated excellent attitude to learning 
The student always cooperates  with others in an effective, caring and supportive way. 
Overall the student… 
Participates positively in lessons and makes valuable contributions 
Is extremely interested in the work and consistently meets deadlines 
Behaves excellently in class and is a model to others. 

 
 
 
 



A student is enrolled in the following courses and his/her best sustained performance is 
recorded as “Student Grade”. 
 
ARTS 

      ARTS (Visual Arts, Performing Arts/Dance & Drama) Marks for each criteria Student marks 
Criteria A Knowledge & Understanding Maximum 8 6 
Criteria B Appli cation Maximum 10 8 
Criteria C Reflection & Evaluation Maximum 8 7 
Criteria D Personal engagement Maximum 8 7 

 Total out of 34 28 
� � � �

Boundaries 
(based on 
criteria)    

Final Grade  
(1-7) 

0-6 1 
7-10 2 
11-14 3 
15-21 4 
22-25 5 
26-29 6 
30-34 7 

�
The student would receive a final grade of 6 in this course. Overall, student achievement can 
be summarized as….. 

 
 
 

Grade 6 
 
 

 

The student always produces work of high quality an d meets subject specific criteria. A consistent 
and thorough understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and the ability to apply them in a wide 
variety of situations. Consistent evidence of analysis, synthesis and evaluation where appropriate. The 
student generally demonstrates originality and insight. 

 
HUMANITIES 

      HUMANITIES Marks for each criteria Student marks 
Criteria A Knowledge  Maximum 10 6 
Criteria B Concepts Maximum 10 6 
Criteria C Skills Maximum 10 6 
Criteria D Organisation & Presentation Maximum 8 5 

 Total out of 38 23 
� �

Boundaries 
(based on 
criteria)    

Final Grade  
(1-7) 

0-7 1 
8-12 2 
13-18 3 
19-23 4 
24-28 5 
29-33 6 
34-38 7 

 
The student would receive a final grade of 4 in this course. Overall, student achievement can 
be summarized as….. 

 
 
 

Grade 4 

 

The student usually produces work of a satisfactory  quality and meets some of the specific 
subject criteria. A good general understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and the ability to 
apply them effectively in normal situations. there is occasional evidence of the skills of analysis, 
synthesis and evaluation. 

 



LANGUAGE A 
      LANGUAGE A Marks for each criteria Student marks 

Criteria A Content (receptive and productive) Maximum 10 2 
Criteria B Organisation Maximum 10 4 
Criteria C Style & Language Mechanics Maximum 10 6 

 Total out of 30 13 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The student would receive a final grade of 4 in this course. Overall, student achievement can 
be summarized as….. 

 
 
 

Grade 3 

 

The student produces work of an inconsistent qualit y but there is some attempt at meeting 
specific subject criteria. Limited achievement against most of the objectives, or clear difficulties in 
some areas. The student demonstrates a limited understanding of the required knowledge and skills and 
is only able to apply them fully in normal situations with support. 

 
 
LANGUAGE B 

      LANGUAGE B Foundation  (Arabic B) Marks for each criteria  Student marks 
Criteria A Speaking & Listening  Maximum 8 6 
Criteria B Speaking Language Maximum 8 7 
Criteria C Writing Message & Organisation Maximum 8 8 
Criteria D Writing Language Maximum 8 5 
Criteria E Reading Comprehension Maximum 16 15 

 Total out of 48 41 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�
�
 

The student would receive a final grade of 6 in this course. Overall, student achievement can 
be summarized as….. 

 
 
 

Grade 6 
 
 

 

The student always produces work of high quality an d meets subject specific criteria. A consistent 
and thorough understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and the ability to apply them in a wide 
variety of situations. Consistent evidence of analysis, synthesis and evaluation where appropriate. The 
student generally demonstrates originality and insight. 

 
 
 
 

Boundaries 
(based on 
criteria)    

Final Grade  
(1-7) 

0-4 1 
5-9 2 

10-14 3 
15-19 4 
20-23 5 
24-27 6 
28-30 7 

Boundaries 
(based on 
criteria)    

Final Grade  
(1-7) 

0-8 1 
9-16 2 
17-23 3 
24-30 4 
31-36 5 
37-42 6 
43-48 7 



MATHEMATICS 
     MATHEMATICS Marks for each criteria  Student marks 

Criteria A Knowledge & Understanding Maximum 8 8 
Criteria B Investigating Patterns Maximum 8 7 
Criteria C Communication in Mathematics Maximum 6 5 
Criteria D Reflection in Mathematics Maximum 6 6 

 Total out of 28 26 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The student would receive a final grade of 6 in this course. Overall, student achievement 
can be summarized as….. 

 
 
 

Grade 7 

 

The student always produces work of an excellent qu ality by fully meeting specific subject 
criteria. A consistent and thorough understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and the ability to 
apply them almost faultlessly in a wide variety of situations. Consistent evidence of analysis, synthesis 
and evaluation where appropriate. The student consistently demonstrates originality and insight and 
always produces work of high quality. 

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

     PHYSICAL EDUCATION Marks for each criteria  Student marks 
Criteria A Use of Knowledge Maximum 8 6 
Criteria B Movement Composition Maximum 6 3 
Criteria C Performance Maximum 10 6 
Criteria D Social Skills & Personal Engagem ent Maximum 8 6 

 Total out of 28 21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The student would receive a final grade of 6 in this course. Overall, student achievement 
can be summarized as….. 

 
 
 

Grade 5 

 

The student usually produces work of a high quality  and meets most specific subject criteria. A 
consistent and thorough understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and the ability to apply 
them in a variety of situations. The student generally shows evidence of analysis, synthesis and 
evaluation where appropriate and occasionally demonstrates originality and insight. 

 
 
 
 

Boundaries 
(based on 
criteria)    

Final Grade  
(1-7) 

0-4 1 
5-8 2 

9-12 3 
13-17 4 
18-21 5 
22-25 6 
26-28 7 

Boundaries 
(based on 
criteria)    

Final Grade  
(1-7) 

0-5 1 
6-10 2 
11-15 3 
16-20 4 
21-24 5 
25-28 6 
29-32 7 



SCIENCES 
      SCIENCES Marks for each criteria Student marks 

Criteria A One World Maximum 6 3 
Criteria B Communication in Science Maximum 6 4 
Criteria C Knowledge & Understanding of 

Science 
Maximum 6 3 

Criteria D Scientific Inquiry Maximum 6 4 
Criteria E Processing Data Maximum 6 3 
Criteria F Attitudes In Science Maximum 6 4 

 Total out of 36 21 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The student would receive a final grade of 4 in this course. Overall, student achievement can 
be summarized as….. 

 
 
 

Grade 4 

 

The student usually produces work of a satisfactory  quality and meets some of the specific 
subject criteria. A good general understanding of the required knowledge and skills, and the ability to 
apply them effectively in normal situations. there is occasional evidence of the skills of analysis, 
synthesis and evaluation. 

 
TECHNOLOGY 

      TECHNOLOGY (DT & ICT) Marks for each criteria Student marks 
Criteria A Investigate Maximum 6 2 
Criteria B Design Maximum 6 2 
Criteria C Plan Maximum 6 3 
Criteria D Create Maximum 6 4 
Criteria E Evaluate Maximum 6 2 
Criteria F Attitudes In Technology Maximum 6 1 

 Total out of 36 14 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The student would receive a final grade of 4 in this course. Overall, student achievement can 
be summarized as….. 

 
 
 

Grade 3 

 

The student produces work of an inconsistent qualit y but there is some attempt at meeting 
specific subject criteria. Limited achievement against most of the objectives, or clear difficulties in 
some areas. The student demonstrates a limited understanding of the required knowledge and skills and 
is only able to apply them fully in normal situations with support. 

Boundaries 
(based on 
criteria)    

Final Grade  
(1-7) 

0-5 1 
6-11 2 
12-18 3 
19-24 4 
25-28 5 
29-32 6 
33-36 7 

Boundaries 
(based on 
criteria)    

Final Grade  
(1-7) 

0-5 1 
6-9 2 

10-15 3 
16-21 4 
22-26 5 
27-31 6 
32-36 7 
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Sciences  MYP GRADE -  4    
 

Assessment Criteria  Mark ATL Mark Comment  
 

A) One World/6  3 Behaviour  EE In TERM 3 this section will be a 
personal report written by their 
teacher.   
 
In TERM 1 & TERM 2 this section 
will have a generic statement 
stating what students are 
learning in their subject area.  

 
 

B) Communication in Science/6  5 Effort  AE 

C) Knowledge and understanding/  
6  

4 Attitude  AE 

D)Scientific Inquiry/6  4 Cooperation  ME 

E) Processing Data/6  
 
F) Attitudes In Science/6 

          3 
 

3 

Punctuality  NI 
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�
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��� �������
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Approaches to learning  
target areas.  

EE …....Exceeds Expectations  
ME …...Meets Expectations  

AE…… Approaching Expectations  
NI……. Needs Improving 

NA – Not Assessed 



 
       Reporting the Personal Project 

 
For the first intake MYP students in Year 10 during the 2010-2011 academic year. For the 
first and second report card, the student will be assigned a progress indicator by his/her 
Personal Project supervisor.  On the third report card, the student will be assigned a final 
achievement level by a team of MYP teachers, based on the criteria set out in the Personal 
Project Guide.  
 
In order to qualify for the MYP certificate, a student must achieve a minimum of 3 on the 
Personal Project.  A failing grade on the Personal Project will be counted towards the 
overall number of failures when determining whether a student needs to be retained.  A fail 
on the Personal Project is defined by the IBO as an achievement level of less than 3. 
 

 
Reporting the Community and Service Programme 
 
Students from years 7-10 will complete one Community and Service Project per term, as 
outlined in the “Community and Service Programme Handbook and Student Handbook”.  
The projects will be assessed, according to the rubric provided in the “Student Booklet”, by 
the homeroom/advisory teacher. 
 
The student’s overall MYP achievement level for each project will be recorded on the 
student’s report card in terms 2 and 3.  In addition, there will be an overall indicator of 
whether or not the student has passed or failed the requirement for that year.  Meeting the 
school’s requirement is defined as having received a minimum achievement level of 3 in 
both of the projects.   
 
Failure to complete the Community and Service projects requirement is considered here at 
Al Jazeera Academy as a failure in a subject.  Failure of a project is defined as receiving a 
0, 1 or 2 achievement level on the rubric.  A failing achievement level in either of the two 
projects will be counted towards the total number of failures that are used to determine 
whether a student needs to be retained. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 Arts 

 

Criterion A: Knowledge and understanding 
Students should be able to: 
·  demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the art form studied in relation to societal, 

cultural,historical and personal contexts; 
·  demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the elements of the art form studied, 

including specialized language, concepts and processes 
·  communicate a critical understanding of the art form studied in the context of their own 

artwork. 

 

 



 
Criterion B: Application 
Students should be able to: 
• develop an idea, a theme or a personal interpretation to a point of realisation, expressing    
   and communicating their artistic intentions; 
• apply skills, techniques and processes to create, perform and/or present art. 

 

 

Criterion C: Reflection and evaluation 
Students should be able to: 
• reflect critically on their own artistic development and processes at different stages of their  
   work; 
• evaluate their work 
• use feedback to inform their own artistic development and processes. 

 

 

 

 



 

Criterion D: Personal engagement 
Students should be able to: 
• show commitment in using their own artistic processes; 
• demonstrate curiosity, self-motivation, initiative and a willingness to take informed risks; 
• support, encourage and work with their peers in a positive way; 
• be receptive to art practices and artworks from various cultures, including their own. 

 

 



 

 

 

Humanities 

 

Criterion A: Knowledge 
Knowledge is fundamental to studying humanities, and forms the base from which to explore 
concepts and develop skills. Knowledge and understanding can be assessed through a wide 
variety of tasks that involve factual recall or description, and explanation. Tasks may include 
tests, examinations, written assignments, oral interviews and presentations, extended writing, 
projects and exhibits. 
 

 
 



 

 
 
Criterion B: Concepts 
Concepts are powerful ideas that have relevance within and across the Middle Years 
Programme, and students must explore and re-explore these in order to develop 
understanding. Learners develop their understanding of a concept to increasing levels of 
sophistication by applying acquired knowledge and skills. 
 
Assessment tasks should allow students to demonstrate and apply the full extent of their 
understanding of the concepts specified within, or across, disciplines. It is not intended that 
any one piece of work will assess all of the humanities concepts (time, place and space, 
change, systems and global awareness). Suggested tasks for assessment include extended 
writing, oral presentations, research projects, case studies, essays and tests, and must give 
students the opportunity to demonstrate the requirements of thehighest level descriptor. 

 

 



 

Criterion C: Skills 
The development of skills in humanities is critical in enabling the student to undertake 
research and demonstrate an understanding of knowledge and concepts. Developments in 
the student’s technical, analytical, decision-making and investigative skills will be invaluable 
in transferring these skills to other subject groups in the MYP, and for lifelong learning. 
 
Assessment tasks may give the student the opportunity to demonstrate one or more of the 
skills described in the objectives. Tasks for assessment may include fieldwork, data analysis, 
map analysis, evaluation of sources and/or evidence, a research paper or similar piece of 
extended writing, case studies, and oral presentations/interviews. 

 

 
Criterion D: Organisation and presentation 
Students need to develop the ability to organise and present information and ideas in order to 
be able to demonstrate their grasp of humanities knowledge, concepts and skills. Criterion D 
is more suited to assessing extended pieces of work, for example, fieldwork, research 
projects or essays. Teachers should use only the relevant elements of the descriptors when 
assessing organisation and presentation. Schools must ensure that there is a set of 
recognised conventions for students to adhere to when documenting sources. 

 

 



 

 

Languages A 

 

 
 
Criterion A: Content 
How well can the student: 
• understand and analyze language, content, structure, meaning and significance of both   
  familiar and previously unseen oral, written and visual texts? 
• compare and contrast works, and connect themes across and within genres? 
• analyze the effects of the author’s choices on an audience? 
• express an informed and independent response to literary and non-literary texts? 
• compose pieces that apply appropriate literary and/or non-literary features to serve the   
   context and intention? 
• apply language A terminology in context? 

 



 

 



 

Notes 
• The quality and explanation of supporting material is assessed against criterion A, while the 
   structure, ordering and integration of supporting material are assessed under criterion B. 
• The task being assessed against criterion A may involve more than one work or more than       
   one author. 
• Students should be working with both familiar and previously unseen texts, in order to 
   practise,develop and demonstrate their language A skills. 
• Responses to literature must reflect a meaningful personal interaction with the text that 
  shows genuine understanding and analysis. 
• This criterion can be applied to oral, written and visual work. 
 
Criterion B: Organisation 
How well can the student: 
• create work that employs organisational structures and language-specific conventions   
   throughout a variety of text types? 
• organise ideas and arguments in a sustained, coherent and logical manner? 
• employ appropriate critical apparatus? 
 

 

 



Notes 
• Organisational structures and language-specific conventions include the systems used in a 
   language A, for example, paragraphs and transitions. What is considered as appropriate 
   structure or convention will be dependent on the language. 
• Examples of “critical apparatus” include quotations, citations, references, footnotes, 
   bibliographies, table of contents, outlines, appendices, tables, graphs, labels, headings,    
   italicising, underlining, superscripting, subscripting. 
• The quality and explanation of supporting material is assessed against criterion A, while the 
   structure, ordering and integration of supporting material are assessed under criterion B. 
• This criterion can be applied to oral, written or visual work. 
 
Criterion C: Style and language mechanics 
How well can the student: 
• use appropriate and varied register, vocabulary and idiom? 
• use correct grammar and syntax? 
• use appropriate and varied sentence structure? 
• use correct spelling/writing? 
• use language to narrate, describe, analyze, explain, argue, persuade, inform, entertain and 
  express feelings? 
• use language accurately? 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Notes 
• “Spelling” applies to alphabetic languages, whereas “writing” applies to character   
   languages. This criterion deals with issues of accuracy of spelling/writing and not the  
   aesthetics of handwriting. 
• Spelling/writing: students should consistently use a standard form of the language being    
   studied, appropriate to the task. 
• The same recurring error should be treated as a single error. 
• “Oratory technique” refers to a combination of pronunciation, intonation, tone, pitch   
   inflection, pace, pausing, voice control, volume, projection, body language, gesture, eye  
  contact, as applicable to the language being studied. 
• Pronunciation: clarity must be considered here, rather than issues of accent. 
• This criterion can be applied to oral, written and visual work. Please note that the  
  punctuation and spelling aspect will not apply to oral work, and the oratory technique aspect    
  will not apply to written work. For visual work, these aspects will depend on the task and the   
  teacher must clarify for students how they apply. 

 
 
Languages B: Foundation, Standard and Advanced 

Language B foundation: General 

 

 

 



Language B standard: General 

 

Language B advanced: General 

 

 
Language B foundation: Specific 
Criterion A: Speaking and listening—message and int eraction 
To what extent does the student show the ability to communicate ideas, interact and maintain 
the flow of the conversation? To what extent can the student: 
• request and/or provide information as appropriate to the task; 
• understand and respond to questions and statements; 
• present his or her ideas, giving details where appropriate; 
• demonstrate the ability to maintain a coherent and flowing conversation? 
Tasks used to assess criteria A and B often include role plays, discussions, pair work, 
interviews, presentations with question and answer sessions, and so on. These tasks give 
students the maximum opportunity to demonstrate genuine, spontaneous interaction. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Notes 
• Reading from prepared texts or the use of memorised speeches does not constitute real 
interaction according to language B objectives. 
• Teachers should bear in mind the different cultural norms and acceptable practices of the   
   target language when engaged in conversation. 
Criterion B: Speaking—language 
To what extent does the student show the ability to use the language effectively and 
accurately? 
To what extent can the student: 
• use clear pronunciation and/or intonation; 
• correctly use a range of vocabulary; 
• correctly use a range of grammatical structures? 
Tasks used to assess criteria A and B often include role plays, discussions, pair work, 
interviews, presentations with question and answer sessions, and so on. These tasks give 
students the maximum opportunity to demonstrate their ability to use the language. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Note 
• Pronunciation/intonation: clarity must be considered here, rather than issues of accent. 
 
Criterion C: Writing—message and organisation 
To what extent does the student show the ability to communicate, organize and support 
relevant ideas? 
To what extent can the student: 
• provide information and ideas; 
• develop ideas; 
• use a format and structure appropriate to the task to organize the work? 
Tasks used to assess criteria C and D often include letter writing, advertisements, essays, 
creative writing, presentations, and so on. These tasks give students the maximum 
opportunity to demonstrate their ability to communicate ideas. 

 

 

 



 

Notes 
• Structure: this refers to the format or pattern of the piece of writing. For example, this may  
   involve an introduction, development and conclusion as in some types of formal essay. 
• Cohesive devices: this refers to the grammatical and/or lexical items that link the different 
   elements of a text. 
• Teachers should make sure that students are aware of the different writing norms and    
   practices of the target language when setting writing tasks. 
 
Criterion D: Writing—language 
To what extent does the student show the ability to use the language effectively and 
accurately? 
 
To what extent can the student: 
• correctly use a range of vocabulary; 
• correctly use a range of grammatical structures; 
• show accuracy in spelling or writing of characters? 
 
Tasks used to assess criteria C and D often include letter writing, advertisements, essays, 
creative writing, presentations, and so on. These tasks give students the maximum 
opportunity to demonstrate their ability to use the language. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Note 
• The importance attached to the assessment of spelling and/or writing will vary from   
   language to language. For example, the techniques of writing will be particularly important  
   in languages such as Chinese or Japanese, whereas spelling will take on greater   
   importance in English or Russian. 
 
Criterion E: Reading comprehension 
Maximum 16 (8 x 2) 
To what extent does the student show the ability to comprehend a piece of writing in the 
target language? 
 
To what extent can the student: 
• identify specific factual information; 
• identify main ideas and supporting details; 
• draw conclusions? 
 
Tasks used to assess criterion E often include letters, advertisements, magazine and 
newspaper articles, prose, and so on. The questions must address each level descriptor so 
that students have the opportunity to achieve all levels. 

 

 

 



Notes 
• Please note that the final level for criterion E should be multiplied by two in order to give  
  equal weighting to comprehension and expressive skills overall. However, this should only  
  be done when determining the final grade (see the “Determining the final grade” section for   
  further information). 
• Teachers must choose texts and set tasks that will allow the students to reach the highest  
   levels for the criterion: questions must pertain to the descriptors. 
• If students respond in the target language, they should not be penalized for language  
  errors. 
 
 
Language B standard: Specific 
Criterion A: Oral communication—message and interac tion 
To what extent does the student show the ability to communicate ideas, interact and maintain 
the flow of the conversation?  
 
To what extent can the student: 
• communicate information, ideas and opinions; 
• respond and react to questions and ideas (familiar and spontaneous situations); 
• contribute to the conversation and engage actively; 
• maintain a flow of ideas and a logical continuity in the conversation? 
 
Tasks used to assess criteria A and B often include role plays, discussions, pair work, 
interviews, presentations with question and answer sessions, and so on. These tasks give 
students the maximum opportunity to demonstrate genuine, spontaneous interaction. 

 

 



Notes 
• Reading from prepared texts or the use of memorized speeches does not constitute real 
   interaction according to language B objectives. 
• Teachers should bear in mind the different cultural norms and acceptable practices of the   
   target language when engaged in conversation. 
• Spontaneous engagement in the conversation needs to be appropriate to the conversation  
  and to the cultural context. 
 
 
Criterion B: Oral communication—language 
To what extent does the student show the ability to use the language effectively and 
accurately? 
 
To what extent can the student: 
• use clear pronunciation and/or intonation; 
• correctly use a range of vocabulary; 
• correctly use a range of grammatical structures? 
 
Tasks used to assess criteria A and B often include role plays, discussions, pair work, 
interviews, presentations with question and answer sessions, and so on. These tasks give 
students the maximum opportunity to demonstrate their ability to use the language. 

 

Notes 
• Pronunciation/intonation: clarity must be considered here, rather than issues of accent. 
• Register: this refers to tone, vocabulary, grammar and sentence structure, and their   
  appropriateness for the situation. 

 

 



Criterion C: Writing—message and organisation 
To what extent does the student show the ability to communicate, organise and support 
relevant ideas? 
 
To what extent can the student: 
• provide information and ideas 
• develop ideas 
• use a format and structure appropriate to the task to organize the work? 
 
Tasks used to assess criteria C and D often include letter writing, advertisements, essays, 
creative writing, presentations, and so on. These tasks give students the maximum 
opportunity to demonstrate their ability to communicate ideas. 
 
 

 
 
Notes 
• Structure: this refers to the format or pattern of the piece of writing. For example, this 
   may involve an introduction, development and conclusion as in some types of formal   
   essay. 
• Cohesive devices: this refers to the grammatical and/or lexical items that link the different    
   elements of a text. 
• Teachers should make sure that students are aware of the different writing norms and 
   practices of the target language when setting writing tasks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Criterion D: Writing—language 
To what extent does the student show the ability to use the language effectively and 
accurately? 
 
To what extent can the student: 
• correctly use a range of vocabulary; 
• correctly use a range of grammatical structures; 
• show accuracy in spelling or writing of characters; 
• write with a particular audience in mind? 
 
Tasks used to assess criteria C and D often include letter writing, advertisements, essays, 
creative writing, presentations, and so on. These tasks give students the maximum 
opportunity to demonstrate their ability to use the language. 
 

 
 
Notes 
• The importance attached to the assessment of spelling and/or writing will vary from   
   language to language. For example, the techniques of writing will be particularly important   
   in languages such as Chinese or Japanese, whereas spelling will take on greater  
   importance in English or Russian. 
• “Sense of audience” is linked to “register”: this refers to tone, vocabulary, grammar and  
   sentence structure, and their appropriateness for the situation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Criterion E: Reading comprehension 
Maximum 16 (8 x 2) 
To what extent does the student show the ability to comprehend a piece of writing in the 
target language? 
 
To what extent can the student: 
• identify both stated and implied information; 
• identify main ideas and supporting details; 
• draw conclusions and recognize implied opinions and attitudes; 
• identify aspects of format and style? 
 
Tasks used to assess criterion E often include letters, advertisements, magazine and 
newspaper articles, prose, and so on. The questions must address each level descriptor so 
that students have the opportunity to achieve all levels. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



 
Language B advanced 
Criterion A: Oral communication—message and interac tion 
To what extent does the student show the ability to communicate ideas, interact and maintain 
the flow of the conversation? 
  
To what extent can the student: 
• communicate information, ideas and opinions; 
• respond and react in a sophisticated manner to questions and ideas (familiar and   
  spontaneous situations); 
• contribute to the conversation and engage actively; 
• maintain a flow of ideas and a logical continuity in the conversation? 
 
Tasks used to assess criteria A and B often include discussions, debates, pair work, 
interviews, presentations with question and answer sessions, and so on. These tasks give 
students the maximum opportunity to demonstrate genuine, spontaneous interaction. 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Criterion B: Oral communication—style and language use 
To what extent does the student show the ability to use the language effectively and 
accurately? 
 
To what extent can the student: 
• use clear pronunciation and/or intonation; 
• correctly use a range of vocabulary; 
• correctly use a range of grammatical structures; 
• show the ability to adapt register and style of language to the situation? 
 
Tasks used to assess criteria A and B often include discussions, pair work, interviews, 
presentations with question and answer sessions, and so on. These tasks give students the 
maximum opportunity to demonstrate their ability to use the language. 
 

 
 



Criterion C: Writing—message and organization 
To what extent does the student show the ability to communicate, organize and support 
relevant ideas? 
 
To what extent can the student: 
• provide information and ideas; 
• respond to the topic in a sophisticated manner and develop ideas; 
• use a format and structure appropriate to the task to organise the work? 
 
Tasks used to assess criteria C and D often include letter writing, critical reviews, news 
articles, editorials, essays, creative writing, and so on. These tasks give students the 
maximum opportunity to demonstrate their ability to communicate ideas. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Criterion D: Writing—style and language use 
To what extent does the student show the ability to use the language effectively and 
accurately? 
 
To what extent can the student: 
• correctly use a range of vocabulary and idiom; 
• correctly use a range of grammatical structures and syntax; 
• show accuracy in spelling or writing of characters; 
• write with a particular audience in mind? 
 
Tasks used to assess criteria C and D often include letter writing, critical reviews, news 
articles, editorials, essays, creative writing, and so on. These tasks give students the 
maximum opportunity to demonstrate their ability to use the language. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Criterion E: Text interpretation 
Maximum 16 (8 x 2) 
To what extent does the student show the ability to comprehend a piece of writing in the 
target language. 
 
To what extent can the student: 
• identify both stated and implied information; 
• identify main ideas and supporting details; 
• draw conclusions, infer information and recognise implied opinions and attitudes; 
• interpret aspects of style? 
 
Tasks used to assess criterion E often include letters, advertisements, magazine and 
newspaper articles, short stories, extracts from literary texts, poetry, and so on. The 
questions must address each level descriptor so that students have the opportunity to 
achieve all levels. 
 
 

 
 



Mathematics  
 

 
 
Criterion A: knowledge and understanding 
Knowledge and understanding are fundamental to studying mathematics and form the base 
from which to explore concepts and develop skills. This criterion expects students to use their 
knowledge and to demonstrate their understanding of the concepts and skills of the 
prescribed framework in order to make deductions and solve problems in different situations, 
including those in real-life contexts. 
 
This criterion examines to what extent the student is able to: 
• know and demonstrate understanding of the concepts from the five branches of   
  mathematics (number, algebra, geometry and trigonometry, statistics and probability, and   
  discrete mathematics) 
• use appropriate mathematical concepts and skills to solve problems in both familiar and   
  unfamiliar situations, including those in real-life contexts 
• select and apply general rules correctly to solve problems, including those in real-life  
  contexts. 
 
Assessment tasks for this criterion are likely to be class tests, examinations, real-life 
problems and investigations that may have a variety of solutions. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Criterion B: investigating patterns 
Students are expected to investigate a problem by applying mathematical problem-solving 
techniques, to find patterns, and to describe these mathematically as relationships or general 
rules and justify or prove them. 
 
This criterion examines to what extent the student is able to: 
• select and apply appropriate inquiry and mathematical problem-solving techniques 
• recognise patterns 
• describe patterns as relationships or general rules 
• draw conclusions consistent with findings 
• justify or prove mathematical relationships and general rules. 
 
Assessment tasks for this criterion should be mathematical investigations of some 
complexity, as appropriate to the level of MYP mathematics. Tasks should allow students to 
choose their own mathematical techniques to investigate problems, and to reason from the 
specific to the general. 
 
Assessment tasks could have a variety of solutions and may be set in real-life contexts. 
Teachers should clearly state whether the student has to provide a justification or proof. 
Teachers should include a good balance between tasks done under test conditions and tasks 
done at home in order to ensure the development of independent mathematical thinking. 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
Criterion C: communication in mathematics 
Students are expected to use mathematical language when communicating mathematical 
ideas, reasoning and findings—both orally and in writing. 
 
This criterion examines to what extent the student is able to: 
• use appropriate mathematical language (notation, symbols, terminology) in both oral and  
  written explanations 
• use different forms of mathematical representation (formulae, diagrams, tables, charts,  
  graphs and models) 
• move between different forms of representation. 
 
Students are encouraged to choose and use appropriate ICT tools such as graphic display 
calculators, screenshots, graphing, spreadsheets, databases, drawing and word-processing 
software, as appropriate, to enhance communication. 
 
Assessment tasks for this criterion are likely to be real-life problems, tests, examinations 
and investigations. Tests and examinations that are to be assessed against criterion C must 
be designed to allow students to show complete lines of reasoning using mathematical 
language. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Criterion D: reflection in mathematics 
Reflection allows students to reflect upon their methods and findings. 
 
This criterion examines to what extent the student is able to: 
• explain whether his or her results make sense in the context of the problem 
• explain the importance of his or her findings in connection to real life 
• justify the degree of accuracy of his or her results where appropriate 
• suggest improvements to the method when necessary. 
 
Assessment tasks are most likely to be investigations and real-life problems. Generally 
these types of tasks will provide students with opportunities to use mathematical concepts 
and skills to solve problems in real-life contexts. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Physical Education 

 
 
 
 
Criterion A: Use of knowledge 
Students are expected to have a knowledge and understanding of the physical activities or 
topics studied. They are also expected to be able to use this knowledge and understanding 
critically, and apply it to analyse situations and solve problems. 
 
As described in “Balancing the physical education curriculum”, topics studied and assessed 
through criterion A should include not only sport but also sport-related and health-related 
fitness, and international perspectives on physical activity, sport and health education. Topics 
should always have a focus on physical activity, and be an integral part of the teaching and 
learning process. 
 
Criterion A is best assessed through written or oral activities, and must be assessed in a 
nonperformance/ non-playing situation . Please note that for moderation, the task 
assessed against criterion A must be written. 
 

 
 



 
 
Criterion B: movement composition 
Students are expected to be able to compose sequences of aesthetic movement, through 
exploring movement possibilities and variations in accordance with the principles and 
concepts of a particular aesthetic activity and using this as inspiration. 
Compositions are best assessed using criteria B, C and D. This allows all stages of the 
creative process—plan and design, perform, evaluate—to be assessed. 
For assessment of this objective, the student must perform the sequence. 
 

 
 
Criterion C: Performance 
Students are expected to be able to perform in a range of activities, and show skills and 
techniques ranging from basic to complex. They should be able to apply tactics, strategies 
and rules in both individual and group situations. 
 
When assessing performance, teachers should use only the strands of this criterion that are 
relevant to the activity. In all cases, at least two of the three strands will apply. 
 
This objective must be assessed in a performance/pl aying situation. 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Criterion D: social skills and personal engagement 
 
Students are expected to be able to communicate with others in a manner that enhances the 
working environment. This includes showing respect, support and encouragement, as well as 
demonstrating positive attitudes and strategies to improve relationships. 
 
As part of taking responsibility for and enhancing their own learning, students are expected to 
be able to evaluate their own performance and achievement, including incorporating 
feedback from others, and use this to set appropriate and achievable goals for the future. 
 

 



 

 
 

Sciences 
 

 
 
Criterion A: one world 
Students should understand the interdependence of science and society. Students are 
expected to discuss how science is applied and used to solve specific problems in life and 
society. Students should be given the opportunity to explore local and global scientific issues 
and evaluate the interaction between science and scientific developments with social, 
economic, political, environmental, cultural and ethical factors. 
 



Assessment tasks should allow students to demonstrate their understanding of the role of 
science in society through the development of analysis and critical thinking. Suitable 
assessment tasks to assess this criterion include essays, case studies and research projects, 
but also debates and oral presentations. 
 

 
 
 
Criterion B: communication in science 
Students should be able to demonstrate understanding when communicating scientific 
information. Students should use appropriate scientific language, a range of communication 
modes and the most appropriate communication format. 
 
Suitable assessment tasks to assess this criterion include scientific investigation reports, 
research essays, case studies, interdisciplinary projects, and media presentations. 
Depending on the tasks, students will be expected to acknowledge the sources of information 
and document these appropriately. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Criterion C: knowledge and understanding of science  
Students should show their understanding of the main scientific ideas and concepts of 
science, by applying these to solve problems in familiar and unfamiliar situations. Students 
should develop critical thinking skills to analyse and evaluate scientific information. 
 
Suitable assessment tasks to assess this criterion include complex questions in tests, critical 
analysis of case studies, research projects or media articles on scientific issues. Assessment 
tasks should provide opportunities for students to demonstrate their understanding by solving 
problems in familiar and unfamiliar situations, and by analyzing and evaluating scientific 
information presented to them. 
 

 
 
Criterion D: scientific inquiry 
Students are expected to design and carry out scientific investigations independently. 
Students should be able to (i) state a problem that can be tested by an investigation; (ii) 
formulate a suitable hypothesis; (iii) identify and manipulate variables; (iv) plan an 
appropriate investigation including the method and materials; (v) evaluate the method. 
Assessment tasks for scientific inquiry should provide students with the opportunity to design, 
plan and carry out scientific investigations independently. Suitable assessment tasks to 
assess this criterion include laboratory experiments and field studies. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Reliability: Refers to measurement of the data. This depends upon the selection of the 
measuring instrument, the precision and accuracy of the measurements, errors associated 
with the measurement, the size of the sample, the sampling techniques used, the number of 
readings. 
 
Validity: Refers to the success of the method at measuring what the investigator wishes to 
measure. This includes factors such as the choice of the measuring instrument and whether 
this measures what it is supposed to measure, the conditions of the experiment, and variable 
manipulation (fair testing). 
 
 
Criterion E: processing data 
Processing data refers to enabling students to organize and process data. Students should 
be able to organise and transform data by numerical calculations into diagrammatic form 
(tables, graphs and charts) and draw and explain appropriate conclusions. 
Suitable assessment tasks to assess this criterion include scientific investigations carried out 
by students, or by others, as well as laboratory reports and studies that provide students with 
raw data for further processing and analysis. 
 

 
 



Criterion F: attitudes in science 
This criterion refers to encouraging students’ attitudes of safety, respect and collaboration.  
 
Students are expected to: 
• carry out scientific investigations using materials and techniques skillfully and safely and   
  showing respect for the living and non-living environment 
• work effectively as a member of a team, collaborating, acknowledging and respecting the  
  views of others as well as ensuring a safe working environment. 
 
Evidence of performance of this criterion should be collected from the observation of 
students when working in science, individually and in groups. This criterion should be 
internally assessed but it is not externally moderated. 
 

 
 

 
Technology 

 
 

Criterion A: Investigate 
Investigation is an essential stage in the design cycle. Students are expected to identify the 
problem, develop a design brief and formulate a design specification. Students are expected 
to acknowledge the sources of information and document these appropriately. 

 
 
 



 
 
Criterion B: Design 
Students are expected to generate several feasible designs that meet the design 
specification and to evaluate these against the design specification. 
 
Students are then expected to select one design, justify their choice and evaluate this in 
detail against the design specification. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Criterion C: Plan 
Students are expected to construct a plan to create their chosen product/solution that has a 
series of logical steps, and that makes effective use of resources and time. 
 
Students are expected to evaluate the plan and justify any modifications to the design. 
 

 
 
Criterion D: Create 
Students are expected to document, with a series of photographs or a video and a dated 
record, the process of making their product/solution, including when and how they use tools, 
materials and techniques. Students are expected to follow their plan, to evaluate the plan and 
to justify any changes they make to the plan while they are creating the product/solution. 
Students will sometimes embark upon a very ambitious project, or they may encounter 
unforeseen circumstances. In some circumstances a product/solution that is incomplete or 
does not function fully can still achieve one of the levels awarded for this criterion. 
 

 
 
• Appropriate quality: This is the best product/solution that the student can produce, taking    
  into account the resources available, the skills and techniques they have used, their   
  educational development, how the product/solution addresses the identified need, and  
  aspects of safety and ergonomics.  
 
 
 
 
 



Criterion E: Evaluate 
Students are expected to evaluate the product/solution against the design specification in an 
objective manner based on testing, and to evaluate its impact on life, society and/or the 
environment. They are expected to explain how the product/solution could be improved as a 
result of these evaluations. 
 
Students are expected to evaluate their own performance at each stage of the design cycle 
and to suggest ways in which their performance could be improved. 
 

 
 
Criterion F: Attitudes in technology 
This criterion refers to students’ attitudes when working in technology. It focuses on an 
overall assessment of two aspects: 
• personal engagement (motivation, independence, general positive attitude) 
• attitudes towards safety, cooperation and respect for others. 
By their very nature these qualities are difficult to quantify and assess, and assessment 
should therefore take into account the context in which the unit of work was undertaken. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Personal Project 
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