lewsletter

Jazeera Academy

An IB World School

In This Issue
Principal’'s Message 1
Primary School 3
PYP Notes 4
Secondary School 12
DP Notes 12
Qatar National Day 14

Al Jazeera Academy

Tel:  (+974) 4693777
Fax: (+974) 4682555
Email:info@aja.edu.ga
Web: www.aja.edu.qa

[ {

§ \
1

-

Term 2, Issue 116 Date: 31/1/2010

Happy New Year!

| wish you and your families all the very best for 2010.
| regret to inform you Ms. Nina Lahoud, our Parents ' Relation
Executive, has resigned from AJA with effect from t he end of
January, for personal reasons. As a result of Ms. Nina’s resig-
nation, | would like to make you aware of whom you may con-
tact should you need to ask a question about your ¢ hild’s edu-
cation or welfare.
For the Primary School, please contact the Primary Reception in
order to make an appointment with:
1% Your child’s class teacher.
2" The appropriate coordinator.

Pre-School and reception Ms. Sffia Sufi

Years 1-2 and Special Needs Ms. Anita Bath

Years 3-6

PYP / Curriculum Coordinator Ms. Yonca Oktay

3 The Acting Head of Primary School: Mr. Mark Star
For the Secondary School, please contact the Second  ary Recep-
tion (boys or girls) in order to make an appointmen t with:

English : Mr. Ronald Algie
Languages : Mrs. Nadia Suleiman
Sciences : Mr. Martin Van Der Walt

Mathematics : Mrs. Maria De Jager

Humanities : Mrs. Vicky Beaver
Art : Mrs. Pamela Goss
ICT : Mr. Colin Cunliffe

Deputy Head (Academic) : Mr. Darren Acomb

Ms. Chantal Theron



Secondary Contacts continued...

or

The Deputy Head (Pastoral): Mrs. Mercia Van Der Walt
The Head of Secondary School: Miss. Barbara Exley

Should you have a question regarding the Academy ov  erall, be it a concern or to pay us a
compliment e please make an appointment through Ms. Sara to see me.

| also have a few announcements regarding our staff . First, | am pleased to announce out of 47
contract offers, 35 staff members have elected to e  xtend/re-sign their contracts and remain
with AJA for at least another year and, in most cas  es, two years. Our turnover rate, is approxi-
mately 11% which is a very healthy figure for a sch ool our size. In addition to these positions,

we have approval to have 9 additional positions nex t year due to growth and to extend our of-
ferings and services. The new positions include a primary art specialist, a primary counsellor

and a secondary college counselor.

| have started the recruitment process for the next academic year and | hope to have more in-
formation about the teachers who will be joining us next year in a forthcoming newsletter.

| would like to thank you for your continued patien ce with the traffic at school. | am sorry to
report very few parents signed up for the bus servi ce, so it wasn't feasible to run. Therefore,
we will have to continue to do our best, to help ea  ch other and be patient in the parking lot. |
would also like to ask you to please remind your dr ivers they should remain by your cars and,
under no circumstances, should they be smoking on ¢ ampus.

In closing, | would like to thank the parents who h ave been coming to our coffee mornings, PYP
parent workshops, parent meetings to discuss report s and open days. The turnout for these
events has all been very respectable and the teache rs and | appreciate your support.

Best regards,
Denise Walsh, Principal

New Admission for 2010/ 2011

Applications for the next academic year 2010/2011 a  re now being accepted for students wish-
ing to enroll in :

Preschool ( 3 years- old)
Secondary Boys School.
Secondary Girls School.

For further details, contact the Registration Offic e at 4693777 (ext: 240), Fax 4682555,
Email: nrezk@aja.edu.qa.



Primary School

It is a great pleasure to write my first article fo ~ r the AJA newsletter as the Acting Head of
Primary. It is a fantastic opportunity to acknowled ge the teaching and learning that
takes place every day and to update you on the upco  ming events.

Firstly, as most of you are aware, there has been a  change in the administration of the
Primary School which took effect at the start of th e second term. Mr. Mark Thompson
has left AJA and | have accepted the position of Ac  ting Head of Primary. This has led to
a shuffle in the roles of middle management personn el with Ms. Chantal Theron now
looking after Years 3-6 and Ms Anita Bath and Ms Sf  fia Sufi adding the coordination of
Years 1 and 2 to there current responsibilities of Achievement Center coordinator and
ELC coordinator respectively.

Secondly, | would like to publicly acknowledge the staff on the fantastic job they are do-
ing in all aspects of the curriculum. Ms. Yonca Okt  ay, the PYP Coordinator is inspiring
us all to greater heights and leading the teachers in our quest for PYP authorization. The

classroom teachers have been busy with their studen ts preparing for their summative
assessments. | have been in many classes in the las  t few weeks watching students pre-
sent their work in front of their fellow students a s well as parents and it is very exciting
to see the effort they have put into their work.

| would also like to congratulate the primary boys’ soccer team and their coaches Mr.
Leon and Mr. Mark on winning the Sheikh Faisal Cup . Great job!! | would also like to
congratulate all the students who participated in t he Quran Competition, well done to
you all, Mr. Yasser and all the Islamic teachers!

Finally, | would like to thank the parents. Thanky  ou to all of you who came to the par-
ent/teacher conferences held this month. It was gre  at to see so many parents being in-
quirers when asking about their child/ren’s learnin g and open-minded while discussing
the finer aspects of the report with the teachers.

| can’t wait to tell you about all the wonderful ev  ents in next month’s newsletter!!

Sincerely,

Mark Star, Acting Head of Primary

“Inquiry in the PYP” — Parent Workshop a Huge Succe  ss!

We held our first parent workshops at AJA in Decemb er 2009. We had over 100 parents
join us as we collaborated, learned, asked question s and laughed together while becom-




Parent Workshop continued ...

-ing a community of learners at AJA. Parents had an opportunity to answer the following
guestions...“What does inquiry look like?”...”"How does inquiry allow students to be actively
involved in their learning?”...”"How does inquiry help students take responsibility for their
own learning?” Our teachers planned many engaging a nd relevant activities to help our par-
ents understand how their children learn at school.

Thank you to all our parents who joined us at the p  arent workshops! We hope to see many
more parents at our next parent workshop scheduled in March 2010. We will focus on  As-
sessment in the PYP .

Yonca Oktay , PYP Coordinator

Ways Parents Can Help with the Learner Profile

The IB Learner Profile is the IBO mission statement translated into a set of learning out-
comes for the 21 %' century. The attributes of the profile express the values inherent to the IB
continuum of international education: these are val ues that should infuse all elements of the
Primary Years Programme (PYP), Middle Years Program me (MYP) and Diploma Programme
and, therefore, the culture and ethos of all IB Wor Id Schools. The learner profile provides a
long-term vision of education. It is a set of ideal s that can inspire, motivate and focus the
work of schools and teachers, uniting them in a com mon purpose.

The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internat  ionally minded people who, recognizing
their common humanity and shared guardianship of th e planet, help to create a better and
more peaceful world.

Inquirers: Develop an understanding of the Internet. Work with your child when the Internet
is being used to research information; Model being an inquirer. Admit when you don’t know
the answer to a problem or a question and seek out answers in front of your child.

Thinkers: Encourage your child to try to think of solutions t o problems independently; Pose

real-life problems and questions to your child: “I wonder how much the shopping in the trol-
ley will cost...how can we make an estimate?”; Ask your child questions when t hey are
working on a problem: “Do you have any ideas about how we might begin?” “How can we

do this differently?”



Ways Parents Can Help with the Learner Profile cont  inued ...

Communicators: Encourage your child to stay in touch with relative s and friends who live
in other countries by writing letters, using the ph one or sending e-mails; Work with your
child to improve his/her listening skills. Being a good listener is an important part of com-
municating with others.

Risk-Takers: If your child is feeling uneasy about trying someth ing, encourage them to at-
tempt it and then reflect on both whether they like d the activity and how it felt to try some-
thing new.

Knowledgeable: Encourage your child to read books at home that rel ate with topics being
covered in school; Ask your child about what they a re learning in school and engage them
in conversations about it; Foster any area that you r child expresses an interest in with
books and activities.




Ways Parents Can Help with the Learner Profile cont  inued ...

Principled: Involve your child in deciding on the rules for a g ame or activity and then ensure that

they stick to the ones that have been decided upon; When your child wins a game, insist that
he/she is a well-mannered winner; When playing a ga me, don't change the rules or let your child
win. Being a gracious loser is just as important as being a good winner.

Caring: Role model the caring behavior you would like to se e in your child all the time. Using
kind words, helping people without being asked, bei ng an active listener all show your child that
you care about people; After reading a book, spend some time considering how the people in
the book acted. Was someone in the book caring?

Open-Minded: Encourage your child to try new things; Expose your child to different celebra-
tions and traditions; Encourage your child to liste n when others speak.

Balanced: Encourage your child to participate in a wide varie ty of structured activities; During
less structured time, also be aware of the activiti  es that your child is participating in. Too much
time in front of the computer or television is obviously not desirable, but all kids need to do a
variety of things. Generally active kids should take time for quiet reading or r eflection; children
who spend a lot of time drawing or reading, should be e  ncouraged to also exercise and play;
Discuss the food groups with your child. Spend a fe w minutes during a mealtime deciding if
what your family is eating is balanced.

Reflective: Spend some time reviewing any work sent home. Discu  ss it with them and truly con-
sider their thoughts on their strengths and areas f or improvement; Discuss the Learner Profile

with your child. Can she give an example of an area in which she is particularly strong? How
does she know that this is a strong point? Can she set specific goals for improvement in other
areas?

Yonca Oktay , PYP Coordinator

Reception Students
Inquire About Plants

The reception students completed their
unit of inquiry on plants. They enjoyed
planting their seeds and watching them
grow. They will be sharing the books
that they have made with the year three
students. The display boards were beau-
tiful and colourful with the students' art

work and some books they have made.
Well done to the students and teachers.

Amanda Botes



Reception Students Inquire About Plants continued...

Year 2 News

The Year 2's recently finished a very successful un it of inquiry called From Farm to Fork. During
the unit the students were able to make the connect ions between where different food products
originate from, the processes they go through to ge t to the shops or markets and then to our
homes.

We had a lovely picnic at school, where each studen  t brought some traditional food from their cul-
ture to school to share. We had an abundance of ah  uge variety of food and we were also able to
share it with some workers from a nearby building s ite. We went to Pizza Express at Villaggio
where the students made their own pizzas and thena  te them. We also learnt how to make sand-



Year 2 News continued...

-wiches and we shared our ideas with some of the Ye  ar 4’s who were only too happy to come
and be our tasters.

We ended the unit with our summative assessments an  d we invited the parents to come and
watch the students present their work. It was great to have their support and the students
showed that they were great communicators and risk takers by standing up and talking in
front of the parents.

Good News From The Primary Library

These year 4 girls, from left, Al-Jazi Al-Banai, Re em Al-Majid and Shoug Al-Tamimi, have re-
cently been awarded their Library Monitor badges. M rs Mumtaz, pictured with them, has
taught them how to shelve library books as well as how to cover and label books. AJA is
lucky to have such caring and diligent students!



Celebrating Success

Year 3 students have recently celebrated the end of  their Unit of Inquiry, “Habitats”, by sharing

their work with the reception students. The centra | idea for their UOI was Habitats are home to
many plants and animals and we have a responsibilit y to protect them. The students re-
searched habitats and the animals and plants that |  ive in them and applied the knowledge they

had gained to create habitat dioramas as part of th  eir assessment. Well done Year 3!

Yr 5 and 6 Boys Compete For The Sheikh Faisal Cup

Our Yr 5 & 6 Boys Football Team participated in The Gulf English School Boys Football Tour-
nament 2010. 14 Teams competed for "The Sheikh Fai sal Cup."

Our team had 3 weeks of intense training. The boys attended our daily morning sessions (6.30
- 6.55am) as well as our afternoon sessions (2 - 3p  m). They were intrinsically motivated as well
and did individual training at home.

It was a 7 - a - side tournament (10 min games) and  we played against 7 teams in order to qual-
ify for the finals. A good team spirit and commitm ent prevailed within our team. We won the
Semi-final against DESS (penalty shootout.)



Yr 5 and 6 Boys continued...

The boys really worked very hard and stayed focust  hroughout the crucial Final match (2x
10 min halves) against The Gulf English School. Our team totally outplayed them and the
final score was 3 - 0.

Team List

Ahmad Abou-Zahr

Ahmed Arman

Ghanim Al-Kuwari

Mohammed Al-Maadeed

Fahad Al-Thani

Hamad Al-Mass

Jabor Al-Sulaiti

Ibrahim Al-Mahmoud
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Mr. Leon and Mr. Mark

The Quran Competition Winner’s Celebration
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Secondary Schools

A TIME FOR REFLECTION

A very Happy New Year to you all, students and pare nts, and welcome to
the Spring Term of this school year.

After a short winter break, our students in years 1 1, 12 AS and 13 IB came

straight back into their mock examinations. These w ill enable the students

to realise what further work and revision they need to do in order to suc-
ceed in their finals. For us, we are able to reasse ss the content of our programmes and
ensure the students are as fully prepared as possib  le for later in the school year.

For each of the three groups these examinations may well determine their future.

For year 11, decisions will have to be made as to w  hether or not the students are able to
continue at Al Jazeera Academy, following either th e International Baccalaureate Diploma
Programme for two years or AS levels for one year.

Those students who took the decision to stay with u s for only one year to do AS levels,
will now be looking at either moving into the world of work or hoping to secure a place in a
college offering further education.

In year 13, for those students who succeed with the Diploma Programme, the world is their
oyster. Currently, Mr. Darren is sending off applic  ations for these students to universities
around the world.

| encourage all these students to reflect on their results, on their preparation for these ex-

aminations and to talk to their teachers about how improvements can be made. | am sure
parents will support us in making sure each student recognises what needs addressing, in
order for them to succeed in their finals. The next four months could be life changing for

this group of young people and | would like them to know we are here to help them, to

guide them and to encourage them.

Be prepared!

Miss J. Barbara Exley , Head of Secondary School

The Nature of Change

Definition of change:

1. to transform or convert

2. to substitute another or others for; exchange fomething else, usually of the same kind
Change is part of our lives and adapting to change is what makes us who we are. Change
is natural, but change is also not without difficul ties and problems. Moving through educa-

tion for our students is a constant process of chan ge: new teachers; new subjects; new
friends; new challenges. As we adapt we grow, both physically and mentally.

It is not only people who change, institutions also change. Al Jazeera Academy is no dif-
ferent: change is ever present.

12



The Nature of Change continued...

We have a constant programme of curriculum improvem ent, developing new units of
work and improving our students’ experiences in the classroom. Teachers are always
learning new techniques and skills, just like we ex pect of our students. To improve we
must all change.

In the Primary School and in the Secondary Schoolw e are working towards authorisa-
tion for IB Primary Years Programme and Middle Year s Programme respectively,
which will complement our already operating Diploma Programme. Successful au-
thorisation will mean we have IB Programmes operati ng throughout the school.

In the Secondary School the MYP Programme willbe e  xtended into Year 10 in Septem-
ber 2010 and will then extend into Year 11 in Septe mber 2011. In addition to receiving
an MYP Certificate, students will also have the opp  ortunity to sit IGCSE examinations
in English, English Literature, Mathematics and two sciences. This will prepare our
students very well for the demands of the Diploma P~ rogramme.

Our Year 12AS and 13IB students will also be experi  encing change at the end of this
academic year when they leave us and enter the wide r world. A number of our stu-
dents have already applied to universities in the U K, USA, Canada and Qatar, for
which we wish them all the best.

Change is happening and will continue to do so, bot h here and around all of us.
Change is ever present.

Darren Acomb , beputy Head (Academic )

Counselor’'s Corner!

Few things affect the behavior between students as much as teasing. Teasing about
skin color, about one’s race and culture, about the family’s name, about intelligence,
about facial features, hair style, actions, reactio  ns, etc. In other words, about any-
thing that is different from the one doing the teas ing.

These words of embarrassment and shame often end up in some sort of verbal or
physical fight. We have had many meetings and susp  ensions during the first term
related to this problem. Somehow, many of our stud ents feel it is OK to talk about
another person in a disrespectful way.

We need your help with this problem at our school. Please talk with your children
about this. If it comes to your attention that you r child is doing the bullying, please do
not dismiss his/her actions or blame it on someone else. Please hold your child ac-

countable and tell them that teasing or putting dow n another person really brings
shame to themselves because they are acting in awa vy that is foolish.

If it is your child that is being teased, please ta |k with them about ways to handle it.

Responding by saying the same things or fighting wi th the person does not help solve
the problem. Encourage your child to tell staff wh at is happening. As a parent, you
can talk with teachers or administration about it. We have had many meetings this
term that have focused on bringing students togethe r who are having problems. We
talk about it and try to work it out instead of fig hting or attacking. This way leads to a

much calmer learning environment and helps to devel op relationships instead of tear-
ing each other down.

Parents and staff working together to send the mess age to our students that teasing 13
another person is not OK will go a long way in help ing us solve this problem.




Counselor’'s Corner! continued...

If you have questions or comments about this topic, do not hesitate to contact me at
smiller@aja.edu.qa_or 469-3777 ext. 227. | welcome your feedback.

Sandy Miller, Counselor
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AS ICT Girls Compete In Carnegie Mellon’s Ibtikar C ~ ompetition

The AS ICT girls are representing the school in the upcoming Ibtikar competition on the 30th
January at Carnegie Mellon University. The topici s Diabetes and creating an information sys-

tem for the montoring and treatment of the conditio n. We want to wish them all the best in the
final.

Colin McGahan-Cunliffe , Head of ICT & Computing

15



Science

We would like to use this opportunity to welcome Je nifer Pena-

| I {i | ‘ [ randa, our new lab assistant in the Science Departm  ent. She has
i | | r | | ' been with us for more than a month and doing very w  ell. She is

stationed on the girl’s side but assists across bot h boys and girls
13 |L=“! I I school wherever necessary.

it

With Jose and Jenifer (Our J-team) running the prep  -rooms we
have a very organized and efficient practical progr ~ am in the Secondary school.

All the best and enjoy your time with us!!

Science Staff

Al Jazeera Academy — ‘Charity Week’

We would like to send out a special thank you and ¢ ongratulations to all the AJA stu-
dents and staff who participated in ‘Charity Week’ activities held December 6 ™ through
December 10™. This was an action packed week planned and imple  mented by the MYP
Community and Service and CAS students.

This event kicked off in the middle of November wi  th a special assembly where all stu-

dents in AJA were informed of what charity entails and what the main focus of our event
was going to be. We were looking at how we could m  ake a difference within our school,
local, and global communities and improve ourselves as global citizens by becoming

more aware of issues that affect others such as pov  erty and disease. Through a power-
point presentation, students learned of these issue s and were provided with some ideas
on how they could lend a helping hand and how their generosity is a benefit to them-
selves and others. MYP students were asked to crea  te the donation boxes and CAS stu-
dents prepared beautiful bulletin boards and inform ational flyers to ensure that our
school was ready to participate during the week.

The actual ‘Charity Week’ consisted of
two school wide charity drives, a Secon-
dary Non-uniform Day, and a special
event for the Secondary Girls. For the
‘Bring a Toy for a Girl or Boy’ and ‘Bring
a Can for the Hardworking Man” cam-
paigns the students were asked to do-
nate toys, books, games, non-perishable
food items and bags of rice to aid local
workers, hospitals, and Qatar Charity, as
well as an Orphanage in South Africa.
The response to this drive was incredi-
ble. We were able to collect enough
food to make food packs for over 800
people and collected over 1500 toys.
Many thanks to the Primary School who
were very giving in this drive. In addition, to ¢ ulminate the week we held a Secondary
Non-Uniform Day in order to raise money for AIDS Aw  areness and were able to raise
5700 QR for the cause. Lastly, the Girl's Secondar y School participated in a cake deco-
rating activity where they created theme cakes and then donated their work to the local
labourers. Overall, it was a fantastic week and ve  ry successful.

16



‘Charity Week’ continued...

Once again, we would like to say thank you to all o f you who donated goods, time, or effort
towards making this event a huge success. Your gen  erosity was a reward to many in
need.

Regards,

Marlis Eaton-Dalshaug
Mercia Van der Walt
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Secondary Girls’ Bowling Trip

On December 22 ", some of the Secondary Girls participated in a muc  h deserved Awards trip to
the Qatar Bowling Centre. These ladies had demonst  rated a positive attitude and enthusiasm to-
wards their learning and behaviour throughout the p ast term. The students were able to bowl for
a couple of hours, followed by a relaxing dinner,a  nd some exciting games of pool to end the day.
It was wonderful to see the girls having fun and en  joying the day.

Marlis Eaton-Dalshaug and Mercia Van der Walt
18



