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In This Issue A Letter from the Principal
Principal’'s Message 1
Dear AJA Parents,
Primary School 2

| would like to thank all of you
for the warm welcome the new
staff and | have received and
for the support you have
shown for the school over the
past month. | have enjoyed
meeting your children and | am
very proud to be a member of
the Al-Jazeera community. As
| walk around the school each
day, talk to the students and
visit the classes, | am continu-
ally impressed with how happy
the students are and how well
they have settled into their new
Denise Walsh, Principal classes and routines.

Secondary School

Counselor’'s Corner

MYP Programme

DP Programme

All members of the school community are making a sp ecial ef-
fort to communicate effectively over the year. The ‘We Care’
program is working well and many parents are sharin g their
thoughts with our Parent Relations executive. We a  re updating
our website and adding more information and we are also send-
ing SMS messages to remind you of important school events.

We are also going to be publishing a newsletter at the end of
each month. In addition, we will be having a coffe e morning on
the last Thursday of every month. | would like to encourage you
to attend the coffee mornings and take this opportu nity to get to
i g LT know the school administration.

Al Jazeera Academy

As you are aware, we are working to improve some of the proce-
dures and practices within the school. One of thes e areas is the

Tel:  (+974) 4693777 tr_a_ffic flow at the s<_:hool at the end of t_he day._ We are cu_rrently
Fax: (+974) 4682555 hiring more security guards and trying to improve s ignage.
Email: info@aja.edu.qa While we do this work, | would like to ask you all to please be
Web: www.aja.edu.qa very patient and very careful when driving within o r around the

AJA compound. Please pay particular attentiontoy  ounger chil-
dren and follow the directions of the guards to hel p us ensure
their safety.



A Letter from the Principal continued ...

Another measure we are pursuing is to try to reduce the number of cars that enter the
compound. In order to do this, we have made an agr  eement with Trilogistics Company to
provide a bus service for the school. We willbe s  ending home information about this ser-
vice, and | would encourage you to seriously consid er if this option would be beneficial for
you and your family. For parents that would like to make inquiries or submit applications
directly, please contact Trilogistics as follows:

Central Office: 487-0009
Email: info@trilogistic.com
Mobile: 319-3183

Thank you for your continued support.
Denise Walsh, Principal

A Note from Accounts

Dear Parents,

This is to inform you that first term and book fees are due on or before the 30" of October.
Settlement within this date will be very much appre ciated. For queries, please contact Ac-
counts at 4693777 ext 230. Please disregard this me ssage if fees are paid. Thank you.

Mr. Abdulhamid, Accountant

Primary School

A Great Start to the Year

It has been my joy to visit all the classrooms in

~ the Primary School, including the Early Learn-
~ ing Centre, to observe their programmes in
- action. | need to congratulate both the children
and the teachers. The teachers have worked
very hard to create inviting, orderly and caring
learning environments. Many children have
come well prepared to learn. The teachers
have spent many hours preparing their les-
sons and | believe our children are benefiting
accordingly.

It was a pleasure to meet so many parents on
our open evening. We were very pleased that
S0 many people came to spend time with us in

the QIC and the classrooms. We plan to follow
this up with further parent meetings. The next

¥ time we meet we will hold parent workshops.

Mark Thompson, Head of Primary School

Mark Thompson, Head of Primary
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Primary School, A Great Start to the Year continued

This will provide an opportunity for parents to bet ter understand the Primary Years Pro-
gramme, what we teach and how we teach.

It was a pleasure to meet so many parents on ourop  en evening. We were very pleased that
S0 many people came to spend time with us in the QI  C and the classrooms. We plan to fol-
low this up with further parent meetings. The next time we meet we will hold parent work-
shops. This will provide an opportunity for parents to better understand the Primary Years
Programme, what we teach and how we teach.

At our parents meeting | introduced our coordinator s. | am very fortunate to be assisted by
a very professional management group. They are made up of: Yonca Oktay our Primary
Years Programme Coordinator, she is in charge of ou  r Curriculum; Mark Star our Upper
Primary Coordinator, who is in charge of years 3,4, 5 and 6; our Lower primary Coordinator
Chantal Theron, who is in charge of years 1 and 2 a  nd Sffia Sufi our Early Learning Centre
Coordinator.

| look forward to a great year.

Mark Thompson, Head of Primary School

Curriculum and Teacher Development

In the weeks before school started all teachers wor  ked hard at school. Their first aim was
to prepare lessons and the classroom so that the cl ass would run smoothly when the chil-
dren arrived. Also during this time we carried out teacher development focusing on best
practice in the teaching of literacy. It gave the t  eachers time to share their expertise and
many great ways that we can teach children to write to high standard. The photos with this
article are of teachers collaborating to share with each other best practice in the class-
room.



Secondary Schools

The keyto.............ooeeinen

Many of our year 13 students successfully completed
their Diploma and have left Al Jazeera Academy. We
would like to share some of their achievements with
you:

2 students have gone to the University of Kent,
England to read Economics;

1 student has gone to the University of British
Columbia, Canada to read Engineering;

1 student has gone to the University of
Manchester, England to read Engineering;

1 student has gone to the University of George
town, Qatar to read Political Science.

A new door has opened up for them. A new exciting o pportunity has entered their lives.
Wherever they have moved onto, whatever they intend to do, we wish them every success
and hope they will keep in touch with us.

Some of the Year 13 Graduating Class, June 2009

We have many students from year 11 who have chosen to continue their education at Al
Jazeera Academy into year 12, either taking the AS levels or the two year International
Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Whichever path the y have chosen, they will need a lot
of support from home in addition to the help and gu idance they will receive from school.
We all hope they will reap the rewards of their eff  orts when they receive their results in ei-
ther a year or two years time.



Secondary Schools continued...

This first term of the new school year is so import ant for
all our students, to settle into their studies and to work
to the best of their ability.

A commitment to studies

The drive to work hard

The input of maximum effort

The desire to do well

The hope for the future

............... these all form the key to success

Miss Barbara Exley , Head of Secondary

Barbara Exley , Head of Secondary

Sasha Young addressed the gathering on behalf of the Year 13 girls and Mughees Sardar presented an address on
behalf of the Year 13 boys, Graduation 2009



Counselor’s Corner!

Welcome to the “Counselor’'s Corner!” In this secti on of the newsletter, we’ll focus on par-
ent and student education/concerns. | have already met many of your children in their
classrooms, and | am available for individual and f  amily counseling. If you would like to
discuss a concern about your child or if you have t opics that you would like to see ad-
dressed in this column, feel free to contact me at 469.3777 ext 227 or smiller@aja.edu.ga

Every parent I've ever met has hoped their child wi Il be successful in school. Success
comes in many forms and includes reaching one’s lea rning potential, feeling part of a so-
cial network, and learning how to act in a respectf  ul and responsible way. Parents often
search for a school that they feel will help their children be successful, and we at AJA are
honored that you have chosen us.

We do, however, need your help.
We need you to join with us in helping your child b e ready for school each and every day.

There are three specific things you can do that can make a big difference in your child’s
school performance.

The first is to insure that your child gets enough sleep . Sleep is basic to our survival, and
we simply cannot function when our body and mind do not receive proper rest. Research
shows that all_ students (primary and secondary) should have 9-10 hours of sleep per

night. When we do not get enough sleep, we limit o  ur ability to concentrate, learn and
solve problems. Lack of sleep can also lead to hyp  eractivity and aggressive behaviors
(www.sleepfoundation.org ). A well-rested child comes to school ready to le  arn and en-
gage in lessons and is often happier than a child w  ho is tired and sleepy.

The second way that parents can help their children is to make sure that they arrive at
school having eaten breakfast . Filling up on sodas and sugary snacks for breakf  ast does
not count in the same way that eating protein (eggs , meat, beans, soy) and fruit does.

Proper food in the morning can help your children s tay awake and alert until it is time for
snack/lunch.

Finally, we ask that parents spend time each day in literacy activities with their children . In
the ELC, this means reading books to them and showi ng how letters and numbers are eve-
rywhere. In the Primary grades, it might involve h  aving the child read to you or reading the

sports sections or comics together in the newspaper . With Secondary students, your in-
terest in reading and writing will continue to make an impact on them. Read the same
books or newspapers so that you can talk about it, and write each other notes or letters. In
every stage of learning, you are the most important role model for your children. (For

more information on literacy at home, check out the International Reading Association at

www.reading.org )

Our students’ education is like a three-wheeler tha  t glides along the sand dunes of Qatar.
It takes all three wheels to make the vehicle balan ced, and it takes three parties to make a
balanced education: the parent, the child, and the school. Please join Al Jazeera Acad-
emy in making your child as successful as s/he can possibly be!

Sandy Miller, Counselor



MYP, Middle Years Programme, at Al Jazeera Academy
2009-2010

MYP has been introduced to Al Jazeera Academy to gu ide students in their search for a
sense of belonging in the world around them. The co urse also aims to help students to
develop the knowledge, attitudes and skills they ne ed to participate actively and responsi-
bly in a changing and increasingly interrelated wor Id. We teach students to become inde-
pendent learners who can recognise relationships be tween school subjects and the world
outside and learn to combine relevant knowledge, ex  perience and critical thinking to solve
authentic problems.

The MYP Curriculum Model

The framework of the MYP is shown as an octagon. Th  is emphasises the importance of the
eight subject areas with a core being made up of fi  ve areas of interaction. Establishing a
strong foundation of key skills and concepts in eac h of these disciplines is a priority of

this programme. The MYP curriculum model places the student at the centre of learning.
The MYP focuses upon Holistic Learning, Communicati on and Internationalism. The
threads which inter-link each subject area are the Areas of Interaction.



MYP, Middle Years Programme continued...

2009-2010 MYP Subjects In Years 7, 8 and 9
Language A English / Arabic
Language B Arabic / French
Humanities Humanities / Islamic Studies
Technology Design & Technology / ICT
Mathematics Mathematics
Arts Visual Art / Performing Arts
Sciences Integrated Science (Biology, Physics &
Chemistry)
Physical Education Physical Education
We want students to learn to the best of their abi  lity, enjoy learning, and to be well pre-

pared for their tertiary stage of education. This year we continue to develop an innovative
curriculum which promotes high achievement, develo ps high expectations and equips the
students with a vision of the future and helps to d evelop a sense of responsibility and con-
fidence in their ability to make a worthwhile contr ibution to society and to the community
and in world which they live.

Martin McCurrach, MYP Coordinator/Teaching & Learning Coordinator

The IB Diploma Programme at AJA - Years 12 and 13

A new year at Al Jazeera brings a new cohort of stu  dents into the IB Diploma Programme
in Year 12 and propels a new group into Year 13.

What is the IB Diploma?

The Diploma is designed to be a two-year pre-univer  sity course, for Years 12 and 13. Itis a
natural extension of the Primary Years Programme (P~ YP) and the Middle Years Programme
(MYP) already operating in the school. In this way it builds on the skills the pupils are al-
ready developing and operates in a framework with w  hich the pupils are already familiar.

Why is the IB Diploma good for your son or daughter ?

The programme is designed as an international curri culum, with international standards
which are applied to all 1770 IB Diploma schools in 125 countries. In all around 87,777



The IB Diploma Programme at AJA - Years 12 and 13 ¢ ontinued...

students were examined in the Diploma in 2008. At  its heart is the idea the IB Diploma pre-
pares students for a global society, better than an  y other examination system currently
operating anywhere in the world.

Students who enter university with a Diploma are be  tter equipped to cope with the de-
mands of a system which requires independent thinki ng and academic discipline. Stu-
dents are given a firm grounding in study skills an d are encouraged to develop critical
thinking skills, which are vital for further educat ion. One key example is the Extended Es-
say, which develops key skills needed to succeed wi th university essays and disserta-
tions.

It has also been shown, through recent surveys, uni  versities prefer students who have
taken a Diploma over those who take other examinati ons. Even UCAS, the Universities
and Colleges Admissions System in the United Kingdo m, has given the Diploma a higher
points ranking for university entrance than other e xaminations.

The Diploma is a great asset, not only to Al Jazeer  a, but more importantly to the students,
your sons and daughters.

Darren Acomb, Academic Coordinator & IB Diploma Coordinator



