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Reception 3 continued ... 
 
 
and having some fun …  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Amanda Botes 
 
 
The Year Three Taste Picnic 
 
During our unit, Who We Are, the year threes explor ed the senses and learnt about the 
Central Nervous System and how the senses help us u nderstand the world around us. 
 
 We kept log books on our research into the sensory organs of the body and Ms. Angelika 
gave us a demonstration of how to use all our sense s in learning. Mr. Dennis explained 
how children who lack certain senses make up for th eir disabilities by developing other 
coping skills. In our final assessment task we made  aids to help a blind or deaf visitor find 
their way around our school. We finished off the un it with our taste picnic in which we ex-
plored the different tastes that our tongues can de tect. 
 
 We learnt to appreciate our senses and to understan d the importance of taking care of our 
sensory organs. 
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The Year Three Taste Picnic continued... 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 3 Teachers  
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Arabic Book Fair—Primary continued …  
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Secondary Schools 
 

Assessment for the Middle Years Programme 
 
How are students assessed?  
 
Teachers organise continuous assessment over the co urse of the programme taking into 
account specified criteria that correspond to the o bjectives for each subject.  At the end of 
the 2008-2009 academic year ‘End of year’ student p rogress reports will be given to par-
ents. It is important that parents understand and f amiliarise with  the structure of these 
reports.  
 
The MYP offers a criterion-related model of assessm ent. This means that students' results 
are determined by performance against set standards , not by each student's position in 
the overall rank order. 
 
Teachers are responsible for structuring varied and  valid assessment tasks that allow stu-
dents to demonstrate achievement according to the r equired objectives within each sub-
ject group. These may include: 
 
· open-ended, problem-solving activities and investig ations  
· organized debates  
· hands-on experimentation  
· analysis  
· reflection.  
 
Assessment strategies, both quantitative and qualit ative, provide feedback on the thinking 
processes as well as the finished piece of work. Th ere is also an emphasis on self-
assessment and peer-assessment within the programme . 
 
The overall assessment grades for each subject area  is based upon ‘summative assess-
ments’ (end of unit assignments or tests) and ‘form ative assessments’ (ongoing assess-
ments for homework and in class). 
 

Approaches To Learning Descriptors: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Behaviour  
Effort  

Punctuality 
Attitude To work  

Homework  

 

E Excellent  

G Good  

S Satisfactory  

NI Needs Improvement  
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Assessment for the Middle Years Programme continued  ... 
 
Each subject area has a range of criteria which stu dents aim to achieve their best in what-
ever their ability. These criteria and their marks are shown below: 
 
 
 
 

Subject  
Criteria  

Language A  Language B Humanities 

A  Content 10 Foundation  Standard  Advanced  

 Speaking and 
Listening-

message and 
interaction 8  

Oral Communi-
cation -

message and 
interaction 8  

Oral Communi-
cation-

message and 
interaction 8  

B Organization 
10  

Speaking-
language  8  

Oral Communi-
cation-

language 8  

Oral Communi-
cation-style 

and language 
use 8  

Concepts 10  

C Style and Lan-
guage Me-
chanics  10  

Writing-
message and 
organization 8  

Writing-
message and 
organization 8  

Writing-
message and 
organization 8  

Skills 10  

D  Writing-
language 8  

Writing-
language 8  

Writing-style 
and language 

use 8  

Organization 
and Presenta-

tion  8  

E  Reading Com-
prehension 

16  

Reading Com-
prehension 

          16  

Text Interpre-
tation  

16  

 

Subject  
Criteria  

Sciences  Mathematics  Technology  Arts  Physical Edu-
cation  

A One World  6  Knowledge 
and Under-
standing 

8  

Investigate 6  Knowledge 
and Under-
standing 

8  

Use of Knowl-
edge  8  

B Communica-
tion in Science  

6  

Investigating 
Patterns 8  

Design  6  Application 10  Movement 
Composition 
                 6  

C Knowledge 
and Under-
standing of 
Science  6  

Communica-
tion 6  

Plan   6  Reflection and 
Evaluation  8  

Performance 
10  

D Scientific In-
quiry  6  

Reflection  
6  

Create  6  Artistic Aware-
ness and Per-
sonal Engage-

ment 8  

Social Skills &   
Personal En-
gagement  8  

E Processing 
Data   6  

 Evaluate  6    

F Attitudes in 
Science  6  

 Attitudes in 
Technology 6  

  

Knowledge  10  
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Assessment for the Middle Years Programme continued  ... 
 
Using the benchmark below the total marks for all t he criteria for each subject area will 
give the overall assessment grade for that particul ar subject. Assessment grades are from 
1-7. 
 
MYP Grade Boundaries for the total marks for all th e criteria in each subject area. 
 
 

Language A    Language B  Humanities   

Grade  Boundaries   Grade  Boundaries   Grade  Boundaries  

1 0-4  1 0-8  1 0-7 

2 5-9  2 9-16  2 8-12 

3 10-14  3 17-23  3 13-18 

4 15-19  4 24-30  4 19-23 

5 20-23  5 31-36  5 24-28 

6 24-27  6 37-42  6 29-33 

7 28-30  7 43-48  7 34-38 

Sciences   Arts   Physical Education   

Grade  Boundaries   Grade  Boundaries   Grade  Boun daries  

1 0-5  1 0-6  1 0-5 

2 6-11  2 7-10  2 6-10 

3 12-18  3 11-14  3 11-15 

4 19-24  4 15-21  4 16-20 

5 25-28  5 22-25  5 21-24 

6 29-32  6 26-29  6 25-28 

7 33-36  7 30-34  7 29-32 

Mathematics      Technology  

Grade  Boundaries      Grade  Boundaries  

1 0-4     1 0-5 

2 5-8     2 6-9 

3 9-12     3 10-15 

4 13-17     4 16-21 

5 18-21     5 22-26 

6 22-25     6 27-31 

7 26-28     7 32-36 
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Revision Techniques 
 
 We should use a variety of revision techniques beca use we only remember a small per-
centage of what we read, or hear, or do. However we  remember most of what we read and 
hear and do. 
 
  
 1. Ask for help with anything you don't understand . 
 
 2. Highlight key points in your notes.  
 
 3. Make a mind map, poster, diagram, chart or cart oon. 
  
 4. Make notes on key ideas.  
 
 5. Test each other.  
 
 6. Look at revision sites on the internet.  
 
 7. Make a revision timetable and stick to it.  
  
 8. Talk about key ideas with a family member or a friend.  
 
 9. Reward yourself for completing sections of revi sion.  
 

 10. Know what the test/exam/ assessment involves. 
 
 11. You must recognize the assessment criteria. 
 
 12. Take regular breaks. Go to bed at a decent time . 
 
 13. Practice using past paper questions 
 
 14. Record your key ideas on tape. 
 
 15. Break revision down into manageable chunks. 
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MYP SCIENCE 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                   Year 7 students measuring the pH  of different substances. 

 
  
 Part of the MYP curriculum is doing practical inves tigations so that the students can get 
the opportunity to experience the theory they have done in a very practical way.  
 
 It also gives them the change to be risk takers whe n they have to write lab reports as part 
of their MYP assessments.  
 
 MYP greetings 
 
 Science Staff 
 
 
Mathematics 
 
For the past 3 Saturdays we have held the IGCSE rev ision classes from 11.00 - 13.00.  On 
average, there were 15 boys and 24 girls in attenda nce each week.  I have heard many 
positive remarks from those students who have atten ded, and I would like to extend a 
huge vote of thanks to Maria, Corne, Eman and Pat f or not only giving up weekend time, 
but also for conscientiously preparing the revision  packs for the students. 
 
All the IGCSE and IB Diploma Maths exams for the Cl ass of 2009 have now been com-
pleted.  There were many smiles and a few frowns, s ome students were laughing and some 
were left scratching their heads.  Those who put in  the right amount of effort will certainly 
be looking forward to their results.  We are very p roud of our students and some of the 
teachers have probably been even more nervous about  the exams than their students! 
 
The Middle East Schools Maths Challenge took place online from the 10 th to 14 th of May.  
We are currently awaiting the results of our studen ts.  Many students use the mathletics  
website and parents are encouraged to get involved too.  Watch this space for further in-
formation regarding www.mathletics.com  . 
 
The end of year assessments will be taking place on  the 3 rd and 4 th of June for Years 7-9, 
while the Year 10 and 12 students will be sitting f ormal examinations on the 16 th and 21 st of  
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Mathematics continued ...  
 
June.  Teachers will be providing students with a l arge amount of revision work, but below 
are a few websites which could be useful if further  material is required: 
 
  http://www.purecoder.net/mathsguru/index.htm  
 
  http://www.cimt.plymouth.ac.uk/  
 
  www.bbc.co.uk/revision  
 
 and, of course, the two favourites: www.mymaths.co.uk  and www.mathletics.com . 
  
 Not everything that can be counted counts, and not everything that counts can be 
counted. – Einstein 
 
Vaughan Kitson 
Mathematics HOD 
 
 
French Trips to QBS Radio!!! 
 

This year as every year for the previous couple, Ma dame 
Malika Debbah has been organizing extraordinary vis its to 
the QBS radio. The radio is a great experience for IB stu-
dents who are taking French; it helps us improve ou r 
French oratory skills. It was also a fun experience , we had 
the chance to speak freely and that’s what we came for, a 
bit of stress at first, step by step, our timidity disappeared 
and we were talking on the radio as if we always ha d. We 
discussed several topics, one of the main titles wa s reading 
“La Lecture” and which was pretty interesting debat ing 
about because there was both a lot of advantages an d dis-
advantages about the decreasing number of teenagers  that 
read. The second topic was “Relation entre parents et en-
fants”  meaning the relation between parents and ch ildren 
and once again , we didn’t waste time and straight away 
started debating and arguing about it , some of us such as 
Akram for instance weren’t happy with the fact they  had too 
many responsibilities and little privileges and rig hts, others 
complained that parents didn’t give them enough fre edom.  
There were 4 of us, Karim (13b), Mughees (13b), Akr am (12b) 

and myself, Ramy (12b) and as you can imagine, not all of us had particularly the same 
opinions, some more liberal than others. This exper ience has been a very useful tool for us 
this year, not only for our French language but als o to develop our interpersonal and com-
munication skills and for this; we thank Mrs. Malik a for her great efforts to create such op-
portunities and a great deal of fun throughout this  school year.  
 
Cette expérience nous a  vraiment aidée en  général , ça nous a permis de prendre une po-
se de temps en temps et de faire quelque chose d’am usant , je me considère chanceux 
d’avoir eu la chance de participer a des émissions de Radio, un rêve qui s’est transformé 
en réalité. J’espère que nous aurons la chance de r efaire cette expérience avec Madame 
Malika Debbah  l’année prochaine. Nos sincères reme rciements a notre prof    ��� � .   
Ahmed Ramy Allahoum (12boys) 
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French Trips to QBS Radio!!! continued …  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
30th April and the 3 rd May – Y8 Boys trips to the Islamic Art Museum 
 
Y8 boys completed their History unit in Humanities by visiting the Islamic Art Museum on 
the Corniche. We were all impressed by the beautifu l architecture of the museum and the 
contents showed the wonderful and broad history of the region.  
Najam Al Khulifi and Nasser Ali in 8B4. 
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Y8 Boys trips to the Islamic Art Museum continued . .. 
 

Whilst they were there they 
took part in a quiz on the ex-
hibits in the Museum the 
champions being Mohammed 
Nasser and Abdulaziz Fareed 
in 8B1, Abdulaziz Al Nasr in 
8B2 and Najam Al Khulifi and 
Nasser Ali in 8B4. 
 
All the boys were excellently 
behaved and we would like to 
thank them for their enthusi-
asm. 
 
Miss Heather, Mr. Dean 
and Mr. Trevor 
 

 
 

Spanish Students Visit Carnegie Mellon 
 
The Spanish department organized last month a visit  to Carnegie Mellon, where our stu-
dents had the opportunity to meet a group of Spanis h students and their two lecturers Dr. 
Silvia Pessoa and Mr. Eric Henlin and discuss unive rsity life with  them.  
 
We also had a tour of the facilities, including the ir impressive library. 
 
Everybody was very welcoming and our students enjoy ed the experience. 
 
 
Miss Carmen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The new campus of Carnegie Mellon University, Doha 
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CAS Conference in Turkey 
 

A group of  year 12 students attended an Internatio nal CAS Conference in Turkey during 
April. The students presented their projects to eac h other to share different ideas and 
points of view.  In addition it gave the students t he opportunity to identify and evaluate co-
operation between IB World schools across the Middl e East and Europe.  The students had 
an enjoyable 5 days with the other 90 students from  IB World Schools in Poland, Nether-
lands, Germany, Greece and Turkey. 
 

Empowering Youth Leadership Conference in Doha 
 

This was a National Youth Conference  promoting lea dership, service learning and global 
citizenship among youth in Qatar. In this conferenc e students benefited from the experien-
tial learning and cross-cultural exchange of ideas with like-minded students. 
  

Environmental Project 
 

As World Environment 
day is coming up very 
soon the IBDP students 
have been working hard 
to start a recycling pro-
ject within the secondary 
schools. HSBC has been 
very generous to sponsor 
us with bins for this pro-
ject which have been 
placed around the secon-
dary schools. Students 
and teachers have been 
encouraged to Re use, 
Reduce and Recycle.  As 
an extension of this, stu-
dents go on a weekly 
beach clean up to help 

keep the environment clean. The girl’s school will also have an art exhibition on the 4 th of 
June to show pieces of art work from students with the theme “Save The Environment”  
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CAS continued …  

 
Outreach Project 
 
We have previously distributed cake to construction  workers and have now decided to 
reach out to them again. As many of you may be awar e we have asked for gift boxes from 
the Year 1-4  students and donations from secondary  girls. These will once again be dis-
tributed  to construction sites.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CAS and Community and Service Beach Clean Up  
26th April and 4 th May 
 
The boys’ and the girls’ made separate trips to the  public beach next to the Intercontinen-
tal Hotel to help to clean up the local environment . They used this as a Community and 
Service or CAS project and showed a good commitment  to making Doha a cleaner place. 
Each trip we filled at least six rubbish bags full of rubbish and noted that if everyone used 
the bins provided at the beach it would be a more p leasant place to visit with our families. 
The Y12 students are now going to create an awarene ss campaign to assist in this proc-
ess. 
 
Miss Heather, Miss Carmen, Miss Mercia 

 

Reading in the Library 
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Reading in the Library continued ... 
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M. Zayed Kassem 
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Reading in the Library continued …  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


