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Year 2 — Yum, Yum, Eat Up!

As part of last term’s PYP unit on healthy food we went to Villa-
gio to have lunch at Pizza Express. Here the studen ts were
given the opportunity to make their own pizzas from start to fin-
ish.

Before they could start, the students were given ap  rons, rubber
gloves and paper hats. The students learnt that thi s is for hygi-
enic reasons and the discussed a little about why a kitchen or
restaurant should be kept clean. The manager gavet he students
a quiz with Pizza Express vouchers as prizes. It wa s great fun!
The students started with the dough and they learnt that dough
is made from flour, which is grown as wheat. When t  hey had
rolled out their pizza bases, they added the tomato sauce and
then the cheese. The pizza was cooked in the big ov ens and
then the students were able to enjoy eating their o wn yummy
pizzas! After the pizza they all enjoyed an ice cre am dessert.
The meal was great and all the children were very w  ell behaved!




Year 2 — Yum, Yum, Eat Up! Continued...

For our unit's summative assessment we had a
picnic on the field. The students worked in groups

and had to bring all the necessities for a picnic.
The focus was on healthy food and in the group
they had to make sure that they had foods repre-
senting all the food groups. The also had to make
sure they had plates, cups, a picnic blanket and
anything else they might need to be comfortable.
The weather on the day of the picnic was fantastic
— the Year 2's all trouped outside to set up their
picnics with rumbling tummies. It was brilliant to

see each child taking responsibility for their part

in the group and everyone remembered to bring
everything they were supposed to. The group work
was fantastic and healthy food was definitely the
order of the day. The students had a brilliant time
and so did the teachers — we all enjoyed tasting
the healthy food on offer! After an enjoyable meal,
a game of football was enjoyed by all — which
served to reinforce what had been learnt during
the unit — nutritious food and exercise helps to
keep us all healthy!

Mrs Barbara, Year 2



PYP Focus: Inquiry
What is Inquiry?

“Inquiry, interpreted in the broadest sense, is the process initiated by the students or the
teacher that moves the students from their current level of understanding to a new and
deeper level of understanding”  Making the PYP Happen, 1B, 2007

Inquiry is the leading pedagogical approach in the PYP. We use questions such as “What
do we want the students to understand and be ablet o do?” This approach allows stu-
dents to be actively involved in their own learning and encourages them to take responsi-

bility for that learning.

What does inquiry look like?

It can mean exploring, wondering and questioning

It can mean experimenting and playing with possibil ities
It can mean making connections between previous lea  rning and current learning
It can mean making predictions and acting purposefu lly to see what happens

It can mean collecting data and reporting findings

It can mean clarifying existing ideas and reapprais  ing perceptions of events
It can mean deepening understanding through applica tion of a concept

It can mean researching and seeking information

It can mean taking and defending a position

It can mean solving problems in a variety of ways

Inquiry means hands on learning which encourages ch ildren to become independent
learners.

Wendy Francis, PYP Coordinator

The Year Three Team

Welcome back and we hope you are ready for another exciting term. Here are some of the
activities the Year Three learners were involved in last term.

Ouir first unit of inquiry was: The moral of the sto ry... the
learners rounded off this unit with a visit to the theatre
and the pantomime “The Wishing Well’. We enjoyed
watching the actors and were much excited to see ou r
own Miss Lys as Jack’s Mum. Excursions are a vital part
of the inquiry program as they help the learners pu t their
learning into practise.

Our second unit of inquiry was: Sharing is Caring! The
learners were able to put learning into action when they
designed “care packages” for those in need. They ha  dto
think about the difference between wants and needs and
what was really essential to human life. The packag es
were delivered to people in desperate circumstances and
were much appreciated.



Sharing is Caring! Continued ...

Best wishes for the year ahead,

The Year Three Team



Senior Primary News

Three weeks into our new term and life in the senio  r pri-
mary school is busy.

Year groups are hard at work
with their Units of Inquiry and
some interesting inquiry is in
progress. The Year 6 classes
have been discovering their
“Carbon Footprints.” Year 6-
presented a very relevant and
interesting assembly about this
work.

“Market Day,” preparations are
well under way in the Year 5 classrooms and we are all antici-
pating a lively day very soon when the children wil | set up their
stalls and sell the goods they have made.

Year 4 is hard at work exploring our planet. Volcan  oes and
earthquakes will, | am sure start appearing in clas  srooms
soon!

Year 3 are finding out about people who have had an
impact on societies around the world. A colourful a S-
sembly is planned this week by Year 3- 4, to tellu s
about some of the famous people they have found out
about.

Our new house captains now have temporary badges,
so we can spot them in a crowd!

They have started the weekly routine of counting
house points and we are having weekly meetings to
discuss ideas about their role and contribution to
school life.

Auditions have been held for a production at the en d of the term. Singers, dancers and
actors have now been chosen and rehearsals have beg  un. The production is called, “The
Circle of Life,” and is based on “The Lion King.” T he script has been written by Mrs. Chan-
tal and many staff are supporting her with this pro duction. You will be getting further de-
tails about this in the near future.

Other events coming up soon include Sports Day, Int  ernational Day and a Maths Investi-
gation Day. We will send you all the details as the  se events approach.

Janette M Johnson, Assistant Head — Senior Primary



Secondary Schools

The AJA Year 10 Economics Excursion to the Doha Sto  ck Market and Qatar
Securities Company.

Photograph: The AJA economics students in the board room of Doha Securities Company
with the representative from the company.

Our year 10 Economics class achieved very good mark s in the test about the financing of
firms. As a consequence we were taken to Qatar Secu  rities Company and the Doha Stock
Exchange to experience the theory applied in practi  ce. We learnt many things and were
also shown how to buy and sell shares electronicall y. We are looking forward to more of
these excursions.

Islam Hashim Ali Darwish, Year 10 Economics student

GROUP 4 — SCIENCE

We would like to welcome the new teachers in our gr  oup and we wish them an enjoyable,
interesting and a very successful stay at AJ Jazeer  a Academy.

They are:

Mr. Ronnie Flood (UK): He is teaching IGCSE (Y10B and Y10G) Chemistry and MYP Sci-
ence (Y8B1/2 and Y8G2)

Mr. Alan Knightbridge (New Zeeland):  He is teaching IB Biology (Y12B and Y12G) and IG-
CSE Biology (Y10B/G and 11B/G)

Mr. Nicholas Wild (UK): He is teaching IB Physics (Y12G and Y13B) and IGCS E Physics
(Y11B)




Group 4 — Science Continued...

Ms. Clara Bucataru (UK): She is teaching MYP Science (Y9B1/2 and Y9G1/2) and (8B3/4)

Group 4 — Science welcomes you!!!

Viva Espafia

It was a chilly night in Madrid as a group of exhau  sted, yet ecstatic students made their
way out of Barajas International Airport. A 7 hour flight might have drained their energies,
but not their spirits, as their excitement was clea  rly visible.

The 11" of December saw the departure of 11 AJA students a  ccompanied by Miss Carmen
and Ms Lynn on an unforgettable trip to Spain. The trip served as an exemplar on how edu-
cation and fun can collaborate on such a level. The purpose of the trip was to attend les-

sons at Tandem Madrid, an international school of |  anguage based in the city. Moreover
students also took part in humerous activities, ran ging from hiking, to cooking and thea-
tre. These activities were designed specifically to enhance spoken Spanish and also to

serve as CAS for the IB students.

The trip was unique as it gave students the
opportunity to live like Spaniards. Literally.

Students were housed with Spanish host
families which therefore put their Spanish
skills to the ideal test. We were required to
communicate entirely in Spanish, be it in
the “metro” (subway), at school or simply

dining at a restaurant. The progress made
by some of us was quite remarkable. Stu-
dents who had never studied Spanish
were, at the end of the trip, able to commu-
nicate on a basic level.

What posed as a challenge for a lot of us was the f  act that the level of responsibility given
to us had certainly increased. However, this respon  sibility, rather than being a burden, be-
came an adventure. We were required to wake up, and  get prepared accordingly, in order
to reach the school everyday at 9:00. The school wa s located conveniently in the heart of
Madrid, near Sol. The various methods of transporta  tion in the city meant that it wasn't dif-
ficult getting around, however the best way to trav el was definitely through the Metro.

The afternoons were filled by activities or-
ganized by Ms Carmen. The first of many
was a memorable hiking trip to Cercedilla.
What came as a surprise to all of us was
the fact that by the time we reached the
mountain trail, it had begun to snow. The
mountains and trees that were once lush
green were now coated white with snow-
fall. All of us were treated to nature at its
best, and more so for the ones who were
seeing snow for the first time.



Viva Espafia continued...

The second part of the trip constituted of
a two night stay in Cordoba which is rec-
ognized by some, as the cultural hub of
Europe. Cordoba served as an absolute
transition from Madrid. It's tranquility,

labyrinth of winding, narrow streets,

shady flower-filled courtyards and pictur-

esque squares such as La Plaza del Potro
turned out to be a stark contrast of Ma-
drid.

The trip ended too early, and it was on

the 22nd when students made their way

back to Doha. A cultural, environmental

and memorable experience in summary,
the trip illustrated how beneficial such trips can be on accounts of both academic and ex-
tra - curricular activities. On behalf of all that took part in the trip, | would like to thank Ms
Lyn and Ms Carmen for planning and organizing the e  ntire trip for the second year in a
row.

Talha Raja Ahmed, 12B

Mathematics

Staffing updates : we are very pleased to welcome Mrs Pat Smale. He r experiences in the
UK will no doubt add great value to the department. Ms Eman has taken over most of Mrs
Jacqui’s classes as she is currently on maternity | eave.

January is a busy time for the Year 11 and 13 stude nts as they prepare themselves for the
Mock Examinations in early February. There is a bi g drive this year to raise last year’s 1G-
CSE results and the students are being given every opportunity to reach their potential.
Hard work will certainly pay off and we look forwar d to the results.

The next six weeks will be rather action-packed. F  ebruary sees our MYP pre-authorisation
visit as well as the return of the ThetaQatar Mathe = matics Competition in which our girls
performed so well last year. Tuesday the 24 ™ of February is “Two's Day”. All PYP and
MYP classes will be focusing their attention on the number 2 and we should hopefully see
the results of this in the next newsletter. Of cou rse the 4™ of March is World Maths Day
again. This year we plan to get AJA and Qataront he map!

Congratulations to all those whose term 1 reports r e-
flect the hard work done. Especially well done to
those who managed to get moved to a higher teaching

set as a result of excellent effort and performance
Keep up the great work.

The best way to learn is to teach.



Mathematics Continued...

Congratulations to all those whose term 1
reports reflect the hard work done. Espe-
cially well done to those who managed to
get moved to a higher teaching set as a re-
sult of excellent effort and performance.
Keep up the great work.

"As far as the laws of mathematics refer to
reality, they are not certain, as far as they

are certain, they do not refer to reality." Al-
bert Einstein.

Vaughan Kitson,
Mathematics HOD

MYP Girls work on Fibonacci

Year 7 Girls discovering The Golden Ratio

Students preparing for their important Mock Exams



English

As part of the IGCSE English Literature course, Yea r 10 have been studying various
poems on the theme of 'war'. | wrote this unit spe  cifically to serve as a bridge be-
tween Year 9 and IGCSE; to build upon, review, and introduce the literary skills re-
quired at this level. The poems cover the period f  rom the second Boer War to the po-
tential of a future nuclear war and we have used pe rformance, the internet, film and
music in our explorations.

Arwa

Dulce et Decorum Est by Wilfred Owen, which discusses the First World W ar, is a

poem packed full of imagery and it was this aspect of literature that we focused on in
our analysis. After discussion and criticism, stud ents had to pick out the images that
most appealed to them and illustrate their interpre  tations of them. Students have en-
joyed this unit - and | have appreciated their diff  ering responses and growing confi-
dence in expressing them. We are moving on to anal  ysing poems based around the
themes of 'anger' and 'conscience' - so watch this space!

Maryam

10



Mrs Holly, English

Noora

11



